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The Pool 8 Islands Project is a unique, large-
scale restoration effort constructed between
1989 and 1999. The form and function of
several thousand acres of floodplain and
channel were improved to optimize waterfowl,
fish, and wildlife habitat. Lessons learned from
the project have greatly improved the ability to
restore floodplains elsewhere on the Mississippi

River. Since the project is located on a national
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wildlife refuge near a large urban area, it
provides educational opportunities to the public
regarding  the importance of floodplain
restoration. The project increases the ability of
the Fish and Wildlife Service and Department of
Natural Resources to accomplish their missions
of providing high-quality fish and wildlife
habitat
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