
 

                 Public Notice   
U.S. Army Corps             In Reply to Application Number  
of Engineers                     CENAB-OP-RMS (Delmarva Power and Light Co/North     
Baltimore District               Salisbury to Worcester) 2014-61657 
 
  PN 15-11                               Comment Period: February 9, 2015 to March 9, 2015 
     
THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE IS TO SOLICIT COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
ABOUT THE WORK DESCRIBED BELOW.   AT THIS TIME, NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE 
AS TO WHETHER OR NOT A PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED. 
 
The Baltimore District has received an application for a Department of the Army (DA) permit 
pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1344), as described below: 
 
APPLICANT:     Delmarva Power & Light 
   C/o Annina Hazel 
   401 Eagle Run Road 
   Newark, Delaware 19714 
 
LOCATION:  In the Wicomico River and adjacent wetlands; wetlands adjacent to unnamed 
tributaries of the Wicomico River and adjacent wetlands; Brewington Branch and adjacent 
wetlands; Middle Neck Branch and adjacent wetlands; Peggy Branch and adjacent wetlands; 
South Prong of the Wicomico River and adjacent wetlands; Burnt Mill Branch and adjacent 
wetlands; the Pocomoke River and adjacent wetlands; Whaleyville Branch; Longridge Branch 
within an existing right of way for Circuit 6741 from North Salisbury substation on Richardson 
Street in Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland to the Worcester substation on Route 346 in 
Berlin, Worcester County, Maryland. 
 
WORK:  The proposed project would upgrade an existing electrical line on wooden poles. The 
applicant proposes to cut the existing wooden poles at grade and remove to an upland disposal 
site; to replace approximately 20 miles of a 69 kV electrical utility line, including the replacement of 
wooden poles, as necessary, with 75 to 85-foot tall single-pole steel structures driven directly into 
the ground; 6-foot diameter self-supporting running angle with concrete foundation; or placed 
within a 4-foot, 4.5-foot, or 6-foot diameter poured concrete caisson. The project would include the 
installation of 24 new single-pole steel structures within non-tidal wetlands, resulting in permanent 
impacts to approximately 356 square feet of nontidal wetlands.  The proposed project would also 
include the replacement of approximately 200 linear feet of overheard utility line approximately 
28.5 feet above the mean high water level of the Wicomico River.  All work is to be completed in 
accordance with the proposed plan(s). More detailed impact plates are available upon request.  If 
you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Laura Shively of this office at 
(410) 962-6011 or via email at laura.shively@usace.army.mil. 
 
Temporary composite interlocking mats would be utilized during construction and would result in 
temporary impacts to approximately 5.31 acres (231,275 square feet) of nontidal wetlands. The 
applicant proposes to remediate impacts to wetlands associated with the utilization of mats 
following completion of construction.  
 
The project includes realignment of a portion of the utility line within the existing right of way to 
replace existing poles within wetlands with poles in upland areas of the existing right of way to 
reduce impacts to wetlands for potential future maintenance.  
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As part of the planning process for the proposed project, steps were taken to ensure avoidance 
and minimization of impacts to waters of the United States to the maximum extent practicable. The 
majority of the project would be replacement of existing poles in close proximity to the original 
wooden pole position. Portions of the utility line were re-aligned within the existing right of way to 
reduce the number of poles within wetlands and to reduce impacts to waters of the United States. 
The new single-pole steel structures are proposed in close proximity to current pole locations to 
reduce impacts to existing wetland habitat and the existing poles would be cut at the substrate and 
disposed at an off-site location to reduce permanent impacts and soil disturbance within wetland 
areas. The applicant has proposed to remediate all temporary access impacts following completion 
of the work. Compensatory mitigation is not being proposed by the applicant for permanent 
impacts to nontidal wetlands. 
 
The purpose of the project is to improve electrical supply to meet local electricity demands. 
 
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA), as amended by 
the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996 (Public Law 04-267), requires all Federal agencies to consult 
with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, 
funded, or undertaken by the agency that may adversely effect essential fish habitat (EFH).   The 
project site does not lie in or adjacent to EFH as described under the MSFCMA.  
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact 
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will 
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefit 
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its 
reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be 
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, 
flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, 
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, and, 
in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local agencies 
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of 
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal.  To 
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed 
above.   
 
Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental 
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments provided will 
become part of the public record for this action.  Comments are also used to determine the need 
for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. Written 
comments concerning the work described above related to the factors listed above or other 
pertinent factors must be received by the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Baltimore District, PO Box 1715, Baltimore, Maryland 21203-1715, within the comment period as 
specified above to receive consideration. 
 
The applicant is required to obtain a water quality certification in accordance with Section 401 of 
the Clean Water Act from the Maryland Department of the Environment.  Any written comments 
concerning the work described above which relate to water quality certification must be received by  
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the Wetlands and Waterways Program, Maryland Department of the Environment, 1800 
Washington Blvd. Suite 430, Baltimore, Maryland 21230 within the comment period as specified 
above to receive consideration.  The 401 certifying agency has a statutory limit of one year to 
make its decision.   
 
The applicant has certified in this application that the proposed activity complies with and will be 
conducted in a manner consistent with the Maryland Coastal Zone Program.  This certification 
statement is available for inspection in the District Office; however, public comments relating to 
consistency must be received by the Coastal Zone Division, Maryland Department of the 
Environment, 1800 Washington Blvd. Suite 430, Baltimore, Maryland 21230, within the comment 
period as specified above.  It should be noted that CZ Division has a statutory limit of 6 months in 
which to make its consistency determination.  
 
The applicant must obtain any State or local government permits, which may be required. 
 
A preliminary review of this application indicates that the proposed work will not affect listed 
species or their critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as amended.  
As the evaluation of this application continues, additional information may become available which 
could modify this preliminary determination. 
 
Review of the latest published version of the National Register of Historic Places indicates that no 
registered properties listed as eligible for inclusion therein are located at the site of the proposed 
work.  Currently unknown archeological, scientific, prehistoric, or historical data may be lost or 
destroyed by the work to be accomplished under the requested permit. 
 
The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on the public interest will include 
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, under authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Any person who has an interest, 
which may be adversely affected by the issuance of this permit, may request a public hearing.  The 
District Engineer must receive the request, which must be in writing, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Baltimore District, PO Box 1715, Baltimore, Maryland 21203-1715, within the comment 
period as specified as above to receive consideration.  Also, it must clearly state forth the interest 
that may be adversely affected by this activity in the manner in which the interest may be adversely 
affected.  
 
It is requested that you communicate the foregoing information concerning the proposed work to 
any persons known by you to be interested and not being known to this office, who did not receive 
a copy of this notice. 
 
FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER: 
 
 
 
                                 Kathy B. Anderson 
                                 Chief, Maryland Section Southern         



Sources: Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ, TomTom, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS,
NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong),
swisstopo, and the GIS User Community

NAD 1983 UTM Zone 18N

111-A North Gold Drive
Robbinsville, New Jersey 08691

(609) 259-8200  (609) 259-8288 (fax)

Delmarva Power & Light
North Salisbury to Worcester (6741)

69kV Rebuild Project
Wicomico & Worcester Counties

Maryland

Date: 15 December 2014

Figure 1 - Project OverviewLegend
Field Identified Wetlands
Right of Way /



Impact Reduction

Wetland  Buffer Wetland Buffer (Sq. Ft.)

A 0 0 34,176 6,049 ‐‐

B 0 15.9 2,356 1,967 ‐‐

C 0 0 0 1,075* ‐‐

D 0 0 0 0 ‐‐

E 0 0 0 0 ‐‐

F 0 0 6,215 830 ‐‐

G 15.9 0 14,548 3,613 ‐‐

H** 0 33.17 6,159 8,940 25.12

I 12.56 0 2,734 350 ‐‐

J 0 12.56 3,244 6,218 ‐‐

K 75.36 12.56 36,372 7,075 ‐‐

L** 14.73 4.91 20,643 4,117 4.91

M 9.82 0 3,869 5,295 ‐‐

N 50.24 0 17,161 1,931 ‐‐

O 0 0 0 1,031 ‐‐

P 0 12.56 1,012 1,224 ‐‐

Q** 0 12.56 3,470 1,606 12.56

R 28.26 12.56 3,001 2,110 ‐‐

S 100.31 0 66,790 9,093 ‐‐

T 49.07 0 9,525 1,600 ‐‐

Notes:

Permanent impact includes the total area of directly embedded poles and/or the area of concrete foundations on 

which poles are placed.

Wetland matting will be employed as a best management practice

* Based on 12/18/14 site inspection with USACE, Wetland C is not under USACE jurisdiction. 

Matting will be utilized but is excluded from impact calculations.

* *= denotes reduction of impact

Wetland H  ‐ Poles #77 and #79 will be relocated out of wetland, resulting in 25.12 square foot reduction in permanent

wetland impact.

Wetland L  ‐ Pole #141 will be relocated to the east, out of wetland, resulting in 4.91 square foot reduction in 

permanent wetland impact

Wetland Q  ‐ Pole #285 will be relocated to the west, out of wetland but within the wetland buffer, resulting in a

 12.56 square foot reduction in permanent wetland impact.

43

Permanent Impact (Sq. Ft) Matting (Sq. Ft)
Wetland

Section 2 ‐ Area of Disturbance

Delmarva Power and Light Company

69 kV Transmission Line Rebuild

North Salisbury (Wicomico County) to Worcester (Worcester County), MD

Totals 356 117 231,275 63,049
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REV. DATE DESCRIPTION ENGINEERED BY DRAWN BY CHECKED BY APPROVED BY SEAL

FOR MANUFACTURE

INFORMATION ONLY

FOR CONSTRUCTION

FOR APPROVAL

AS BUILT

CONCEPT
FOR REVIEW

SHEET  REV.

STATIC: 0.676" OPGW
8-23: RS 391 DESIGN TEN. 5500# lbs @ NESC HEAVY Initial RS: DISPLAY TEMP 120 F

Conductor: 954 45/7 ACSR Rail
8-23: RS 389 DESIGN TEN. 8500# lbs @ NESC HEAVY Initial RS: DISPLAY TEMP 257 F

1 OF 1

1/20/2015 CIRCUIT 6741 Rebuild ECW BTF JFC

NSW-6741-TL02

DELMARVA POWER

A

NORTH SALISBURY TO WORCESTER
69 KV TRANSMISSION LINE

CIRCUIT 6741
WICOMICO RIVER CROSSING

PLAN & PROFILE SHEETS

A

NOTES:
 1)  31.95` Clearance Line (28.5` Clearance with addition of 3.45` MHW)
 2)  
 3)  
 4) 

Mean High Water 3.45`

144 Fiber 0.676" OPGW

954 kcmil 45/7 Rail ACSR

954 kcmil 45/7 Rail ACSR

954 kcmil 45/7 Rail ACSR

954 kcmil 37/0 Magnolia AAC
3 Energized phases, 1 Neutral

28.5` of clearance to MHW28` Ground Elevation
27` Ground Elevation

Vert. Scale

Horiz. Scale

20.0 ft.

100.0 ft.  North
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