
 

                 Public Notice   
U.S. Army Corps             In Reply to Application Numbers 
of Engineers                     CENAB-OP-RMS (DELMARVA POWER & LIGHT/ LORETTO 
Baltimore District           TO FRUITLAND) 2015-60872  
                                            
PN 15-71            Comment Period: October 29, 2015 to November 18, 2015  
     
THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE IS TO SOLICIT COMMENTS FROM THE 
PUBLIC REGARDING THE WORK DESCRIBED BELOW.  NO DECISION HAS BEEN 
MADE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT A PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED AT THIS TIME. 
 
This District has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33. U.S.C. 1344) as described below: 
 
APPLICANT:    Delmarva Power & Light 

Mr. Mark Marini 
401 Eagle Run Road 
Newark, Delaware 19714 

 
 
LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED WORK:  In the headwater nontidal wetlands adjacent to 
Passerdyke Creek, Barkley Branch, Peggy Neck Branch and Tangs Creek and unnamed 
tributaries to these waters along the existing Delmarva Power & Light Right of Way, from 
Loretto Substation in Eden, Somerset County to the Fruitland Substation in Fruitland, 
Wicomico County, Maryland. 
 
WORK AND PURPOSE:  To replace, the existing static wire with optical ground wire 
(OPGW) along 4.5 miles of existing transmission line and to replace 15 existing poles, two 
of which are located in nontidal wetlands.  The OPGW would replace existing static wire 
and would be strung along the top of each pole structure.  The project is 4.5 miles long  
which involves replacement of 2 poles in wetlands that would impact approximately 14.14 
square feet (0.00032 acres) of nontidal wetlands and temporary use of construction 
matting that would impact approximately 136,853.87 square feet (3.14 acres) of nontidal 
wetlands.  The work also includes three temporary bridge structures that would be placed 
over waterways to allow access and avoid in-water impacts.  No wetland conversion is 
proposed for these projects. All work will be completed in accordance with the enclosed 
plan(s).  If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Eugene 
Morgenthaler at 410-820-8629. 
 
As part of the planning process for the proposed project, steps were taken to ensure 
avoidance and minimization of impacts to aquatic resources to the maximum extent 
practicable.   Proposed pole locations have been moved wherever possible to avoid 
wetlands, in consideration of the ROW constraints and distance possible between pole 
requirements.  Compensatory mitigation is not proposed by the applicant. 
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impacts, including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That  
decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important 
resources.  The benefit, which reasonable may be expected to accrue from the proposal,  



  2 
 
 
must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors, which may 
be relevant to the proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects thereof;  
among those are conservation, economic, aesthetics, general environmental concerns,  
wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land 
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and 
conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral  
needs, and consideration of property ownership and in general, the needs and welfare of 
the people. 
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local 
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and 
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered 
by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a 
permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on 
endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and 
the other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments provided will become part of the public 
record for this action.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing 
and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.  Written comments 
concerning the work described above related to the factors listed above or other pertinent 
factors must be received by the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Baltimore District, P.O. Box 1715, Baltimore, Maryland 21203-1715 within the comment 
period specified above. 
 
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA), as 
amended by the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996 (Public Law 04-267), requires all 
Federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on all 
actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency that may 
adversely affect essential fish habitat (EFH).     
 
The project site does not lie in or adjacent to EFH as described under MSFCMA. The 
project is unlikely to adversely affect EFH or the species of concern by alteration of 
spawning, nursery, forage and/or shelter habitat.   
 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:  The applicant is required to obtain a water quality 
certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act from the Maryland 
Department of the Environment.  Any written comments concerning the work described 
above which relate to water quality certification must be received by the Wetlands and 
Waterways Program, Maryland Department of the Environment, Montgomery Park 
Business Center, 1800 Washington Boulevard, Suite 430, Baltimore, Maryland 21230-
1708 within the comment period as specified above to receive consideration.  The Section 
401 certifying agency has a statutory limit of one year from the date of this public notice to 
make its decision. 
 
The applicant must obtain any State or local government permits which may be required. 
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A preliminary review of this application indicates that the proposed work will not affect 
Federal listed threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat, pursuant to 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, as amended.  As the evaluation of this  
application continues, additional information may become available which could modify 
this preliminary determination. 
 
Review of the latest published version of the National Register of Historic Places indicates 
that no registered properties listed as eligible for inclusion, therein, are located at the site 
of the proposed work.  Currently unknown archeological, scientific, prehistoric, or historical 
data may be lost or destroyed by the work to be accomplished under the request permit. 
 
The evaluation of the impact of this project on the public interest will include application of 
the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
under authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.   
 
Any person who has an interest which may be adversely affected by the issuance of this 
permit may request a public hearing.  The request, which must be in writing, must be 
received by the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District, P.O. 
Box 1715, Baltimore, Maryland 21203-1715, within the comment period as specified above 
to receive consideration.  Also it must clearly set forth the interest which may be adversely 
affected by this activity and the manner in which the interest may be adversely affected. 
 
It is requested that you communicate this information concerning the proposed work to any 
persons know by you to be interested and not being known to this office, who did not 
receive a copy of this notice. 
 
FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER: 
 
 
 
 
      KATHY B. ANDERSON 
      Chief, Maryland Section Southern 
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DETAIL B·3·1 TEMPORARY BRIDGING 
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1. TEMPORARY 8RIOOE MA TS SHAU. BE INST~ SUCH THAT NEITHER THE QiANNEL BNf<S NOR THE STREAM BED 
ARE DIS1\RIE!l. 

2. BRIDGE PlACE!EHT -A TI:MPORARY BRIDGE SlRIJCT\JRE SIW..L BE CONSTRUCTED ABOVE THE BAN< B.EVATION 
TO PREVENT TIE ENTRAPMENT OF FlQl.TllG MATERW.S AND DEBRIS. 

3. BREGE SPAN- BRIDGE SIW..L BE CONSTRUC1ED TO SPAH THE ENTRE CH.WEL NO FOOTINGS, PERS, OR 9RllGE 
SU'P<JITS SIW..L BE CONSTRUCTED WITHIN TliE WATEFNIAY. 

4. FOOTER AND BRIDGE MATMATERIALS-ALLW.TS SHALL EITIER BE LOOS, SAWN TIMBER. l'RESTRESSED 
CONCRETE BEAMS, METAL BEAMS, OR OTHER APPROVED MATERIALS. 

5. BRIDGE MAT -BRIDGE MAT(OECKINGI MATERIALS SHAU. BE OF SUFl'1CIENT STRENGTH TO SUPPORT THE 
ANTICIPATED L~. ALL llECKtll MEMBERS SHALL BE Pl.ACED PERPENDICIAAR TO FOOTER MATS AND STREMI 
CHANNEL. OECICING W.TERIAl.S MUST BE aumo TlGHTL y TOGETHER TO PREVENT Nf( SOL MATERIAL TRACKED 
ONTO THE BRIDGE FROM FAU.tlG MO THE WATEWNAY BELOW. 

Pit STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR ENVlROtAIENTAL BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MANUAL 
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DETAIL B·2·2 ACCESS ROAD 
COMPOSITE MATTING 

PROFILE 

PLAN VIEW 

CONSIBUCTION SPECIFICATIONS 

STAHIWIO SYMllOI. 
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ORANGE CONS1RUCTION 
FENCE OR WEUlEll WIRE 
FENCE AS DIRECTED BY 
THE ENGINEER 

1. COMPOSITE MATS TO BE INSTALLED AS INDICATED ON CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS OR AS 
DIRECTED BY ENGINEER. 

2. ACCESS ROUTES TO BE VERIFIED BY ENGINEER AT PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETING. REVISIONS TO 
THE ALIGNMENT THAT MINIMIZE DISTURBANCE ARE ENCOURAGED, AND REQUIRE REVIEW AND 
APPROVAL BY THE ENGINEER. 

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL MAINTAIN COMPOSITE MAT THROUGHOUT CONSTRUCTION "ERIOO. 

4. SCARIFICATION OF THE ROA!JNAY AND STABILIZATION TO OCCUR UPON REMOVA. OF ACCESS 
ROAD. 

Pit STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR ENVIRONIENTAL BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MANUAL 
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Environmental Permitting Notes 4. THERE ARE NO IN-WATER IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THIS PROJECT. 

Delmarva Power & Light 

Fruitland to Loretto 
1. SOVEREIGN CONSULTING DELINEATED THE EXTENT 
OF FRESHWATER WETLANDS ON JULY 28 AND 29, 2014. 

2. THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF PERMANENT NONTIDAL 
WETLANDS DISTURBANCE IS 14.14 SF. 

3. THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TEMPORARY WELTAND AND 

5. THREE (3) TEMPORARY BRIDGE STRUCTURES WILL BE 
INSTALLED TO CANTILEVER OVER THREE STREAMS OR 
DITCHES. THESTRUCTURES WILL SPAN BANK TO BANK 
AND WILL BEREMOVED UPON COMPLETION OF THE 
PROJECT. 

TRANSITION AREA DISTURBANCE FROM CONSTRUCTION 6. ALL TEMPORARILY DISTURBED AREAS WILL BE 
MATTING IS 167,117.4 SF (3.836ACRES). RESTORED UPON COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT. 

Environmental Permitting Plans ... 
111-A North Gold Drive 
Robbinsville, NJ 08691 

p (609) 259-8200 
F: (609) 259-8288 
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DETAIL B-2-3 ACCESS ROAD 
TIMBER MATTING 
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ORANGE CONSTRUCTION 
FENCE OR WELDED WIRE 
FENCE AS DIRECTED BY 
THE ENGINEER 

1. TIMBER MATS TO BE INSTALLED AS INDICATED ON CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS OR AS DIRECTED 
BY ENGINEER. 

2. ACCESS ROUTES TO BE VERIFIED BY ENGINEER AT PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETING. REVISIONS TO 
THE ALIGNMENT THAT MINIMIZE DISTURBANCE ARE ENCOURAGED, AND REQUIRE REVIEW AND 
APPROVAL BY THE ENGINEER. 

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL MAINTAIN TIMBER MAT THROUGHOUT CONSTRUCTION PERIOD. 

4. SCARIFICATION OF THE ROAf:ltNAY AND STABILIZATION TO OCCUR UPON REMOVA_ OF ACCESS 
ROAD. 

Ptt STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MANUAL 

SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT Of' AGRICULTURE 
NATURAL RESOURCES OONSERVA110N SERVICE 
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