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US Arny Corps
of Engineers Baltinore District

PUBLI C NOTI CE

In Reply to Application Nunber CENAB- OP- RMN(MD SHA/ MD 216 RELOCATED: FROM EAST
OF US 29 TO WEST OF 1-95)02-62759-12

Comment Period:April 8, 2002 to May 8, 2002

[—

THE PURPCSE OF THI'S PUBLIC NOTICE | S TO SOLICI T COMENTS FROM THE PUBLI C ABOUT
THE WORK DESCRI BED BELOW AT THI' S TI ME, NO DECI SI ON HAS BEEN MADE AS TO WHETHER
OR NOT A PERM T WLL BE | SSUED.

The Baltinore District has received an application for a Departnment of the Arny
permt pursuant to Section 404 of the Cean Water Act (33 U S.C. 1344 and State
aut hori zati on pursuant to the Tidal Wtlands Act and/or Nontidal Wetlands
Protection Act, as described bel ow

APPLI CANT:

Maryl and State Hi ghway Admi nistration
Attn: Ms. Susan Jacobs

Envi ronment al Prograns Division

707 North Calvert Street

Bal ti nore, Maryland 21202

LOCATI O\ MD216/ Harmond Branch, Howard County, Maryl and

WORK: The Maryland State Hi ghway Administration (SHA) has submitted an
application to permanently inpact jurisdictional wetlands and wat erways
associated with the relocation of MD216 from east of US29 to west of 1-95 in
Howard County, Maryland. The project is proposed to address the discontinuous
nature of the existing roadway, increased travel denmands al ong existing MD216,
and, anticipated growh in the area. MD216 would be relocated to the east and
woul d be constructed to include three lanes in each direction from1-95 to

Lei shear Road, and two | anes in each direction from Lei shear Road to US29. The
section from Lei shear Road to US29 would be built w de enough to incorporate an
additional lane in each direction based on future traffic demands. The proposed
medi an of the facility would be | andscaped and 18 feet in width. A five-foot
sidewal k is included in the design on the north and south side of the relocated
roadway. The sidewal k on the north side would be | ocated between Crest Road and
1-95. The sidewal k on the south side would be | ocated between Crest Road and
US29. The rel ocation of MD216 would require one wetland crossing, five stream
crossings (including the extension of an existing cul vert over the mainstem of
Hammond Branch), and, inpacts to wetlands adjacent to the proposed alignnent.
Construction would result in inpacts to 1.31 acres of wetlands (1.29 acres



forested and 0.022 acres scrub-shrub/enmergent) | and 5289 square feet of
streans. Conpensatory mitigation for inpacts to wetlands and wat erways woul d be
provi ded both on and off-site. On-site mtigation will include the
stabilization and restoration of selected portions of Hanmond Branch in
addition to the enhancenment of riparian buffers at Lei shear Road and in the
vicinity an existing cow pasture | ocated upstream of Lei shear Road. Of-site
mtigation will be provided at the West Friendship Wetland Mtigation Site that
has been approved by this office and the Maryl and Departnment of the

Envi ronnent .

All work is to be completed in accordance with the encl osed plan(s) .If you
have any questions concerning this matter, please contact M. Steve Elinsky at
410. 962. 4503.

The deci sion whether to issue a permit will be based on an eval uation of the
probabl e i npact including cumul ative inpacts of the proposed activity on the
public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both

protection and utilization of inportant resources. The benefit which reasonably
may be expected to accrue fromthe proposal nust be bal anced against its
reasonably foreseeable detriments. Al factors which nmay be relevant to the
proposal wll be considered including the cunul ative effects thereof; anong

t hose are conservation, econom cs, aesthetics, general environnental concerns,
wet | ands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain
val ues, |and use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation

wat er supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and

fi ber production, and, in general, the needs and wel fare of the people.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting conments fromthe public; Federal, State,
and | ocal agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties
in order to consider and evaluate the inpacts of this proposed activity. Any
comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to deternine
whet her to issue, nodify, condition or deny a pernit for this proposal. To make
this decision, coments are used to assess inpacts on endangered speci es,
historic properties, water quality, general environnental effects, and the
other public interest factors listed above. Conments are used in the
preparation of an Environnental Assessnent and/or an Environnental | npact

St atenent pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are al so
used to deternine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall
public interest of the proposed activity.

The applicant is required to obtain a water quality certification in accordance
with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act fromthe Maryl and Departnent of the
Environment. Any witten comrents concerning the work descri bed above which
relate to water quality certification nust be received by the Standards and
Certification Division Maryl and Department of the Environment, Building 30,
First Fl oor, 2500 Broening H ghway, Baltinore, Maryland 21224 within the
comment period as specified above to receive consideration. Witten comments
concerning the work described above related to the factors |isted above or

ot her pertinent factors nust be received by the District Engineer, US Arny
Corps of Engineers, Baltinmore District, PO Box 1715, Baltinore, Mryland 21203-
1715, within the conment period as specified above to receive consideration.



The 401 certifying agency has a statutory limt of one year to make its
deci si on.

The applicant nust obtain any State or |ocal government permts which may be
required. A prelimnary review of this application indicates that the proposed
work will not affect listed species or their critical habitat pursuant to
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as anended. As the evaluation of this
application continues, additional information nay becone avail abl e which coul d
nodi fy this prelimnary determ nation

Revi ew of the l|atest published version of the National Register of Historic

Pl aces indicates that no registered properties listed as eligible for inclusion
therein are located at the site of the proposed work. Currently unknown
archeol ogi cal, scientific, prehistoric, or historical data nmay be | ost or
destroyed by the work to be acconplished under the requested permt.

The eval uation of the inpact of the work descri bed above on the public interest
wi Il include application of the guidelines promul gated by the Adni nistrator,
u.s. Environnental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404 of the

C ean Water Act. Any person who has an interest which nmay be adversely affected
by the issuance of this permt may request a public hearing. The request, which
must be in witing, nust be received by the District Engineer, US Arnmy Corps of
Engi neers, Baltinore District, PO Box 1715, Baltinore, Maryland 21203-1715,

wi thin the conment period as specified as above to receive consideration. Also,
it must clearly state forth the interest which may be adversely affected by
this activity in the manner in which the interest may be adversely affected.

It is requested that you comruni cate the foregoing information concerning the
proposed work to any persons known by you to be interested and not bei ng known
to this office, who did not receive a copy of this notice.

FOR THE DI STRI CT ENG NEER:

LI NDA A. MORRI SON
Chi ef, Regul atory Branch



