Public Notice

U.S. Army Corps In Reply to Application Number

of Engineers CENAB-OP-RPA (WILKES-BARRE INFLATABLE STRUCTURE)
Baltimore District 03-01240-13

PN-06-51 Comment Period: October 4, 2006 to November 3, 2006

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE IS TO SOLICIT COMMENTS FROM THE
PUBLIC REGARDING THE WORK DESCRIBED BELOW. NO DECISION HAS BEEN
MADE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT A PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED AT THIS TIME.

This District has received a modification to the previously advertised application for a Department
of the Army permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344} and Section
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act (33 U.S.C. 403) as described below:

APPLICANT: Luzerne County Flood Protection Authority
ATTN: Mr. Jim Brozena
Luzerne County Courthouse
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711-1001

LOCATION: The project is located on the Susquehanna River, in the City of Wilkes-Barre,
Larksville Borough, Edwardsville Borough, Kingston Borough, Forty-Fort Borough, and Plains
Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.

ORIGINAL WORK DESCRIPTION: To discharge dredged or fill material into the Susquehanna
River, and adjacent wetlands, associated with the construction of an inflatable structure. The
structure will be located (on the left bank of the Susquehanna River) off Gordon Avenue, behind the
levee pump station, within the City of Wilkes-Barre and (on the right bank of the Susquehanna
River) off S.R. 011 near its intersection with Riverside Road, in Larksville Borough. The inflatable
structure, with a fully inflated height of 9.5 feet, will maintain the water surface level of the pool
near elevation 517 feet (NGVD 1929). The water surface elevation of the river in the vicinity of the
Market Street Bridge will be raised approximately 4 feet higher than average during the period
when the structure is inflated. With the structure height, the recreational pool would be confined
within the natural channel banks of the river. The recreational pool will extend approximately 4.5
miles upstream from the structure. The width of the pool will vary between 550 and 1,000 feet.
The average depth of the pool will be approximately 8-10 feet, with the deepest area more than 25
feet.

PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS: The applicant has stated that the proposed inflatable structure
will no longer incorporate a fish passage facility, but will be replaced by a wide range of
‘operational flexibility’ to address the passage of the American Shad and other anadromous fish.
Operational flexibility is the term used to describe potential adjustments to the height of the
structure as a result of various flow conditions or events. The proposed structure will be inflated on
or about May 20 and will be deflated on or about September 30. However, during the period of
May 20 through June 18, the structure will be operated to allow for unimpeded passage of the
American Shad (allowing only a 2 foot or less head differential from the downstream side to the
upsiream side of the structure and at least 14 inches of water flowing over the structure). The
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applicant has also stated that because the inflatable structure design is a continuous flow-through
system, it is not expected to increase the threat to human health and safety in association with
Combined Sewer Overflows (CSO).

Impacts associated with the structure inctude: 1.) Permanent impacts to 1.63 acres of the
Susquehanna River associated with the construction of the service road and the inflatable structure
foundation with rip-rap scour protection; 2.) permanent impacts to 0.13 acres of palustrine forested
ripatian wetland associated with the construction of the permanent portion of the structure; 3.)
temporary impacts to 2.69 acres of the Susquehanna River due to construction activities associated
with the inflatable structure foundation; 4.) temporary impacts to 0.77 acres of palustrine scrub-
shrub riparian wetland associated with the contactors’ staging area and construction activities; and
5.) seasonal inundation of 0.90 acres of palustrine forested riparian wetland and riverine habitat
wetland associated with the proposed normal pool elevation of 517 feet (NGVID1929). Other
potential impacts of the proposed structure that have been identified through scoping and public
comments include issues related to water quality/CSOs, fish community impacts, acid mine
drainage (AMD), elevated mercury levels in sediments, and historic/archaeological concerns.

The applicant’s stated purpose is to 1.) mitigate the intangible negative socio-economic impacts
caused by the levee raising project, 2.} provide economic development potential for the Wyoming
Valley region, and 3.) provide river-based recreational opportunities.

All work will be completed in accordance with the enclosed plan(s). If you have any questions
concerning this matter, please contact Amy Elliott at (8§14)235-0573.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts,
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will
reflect the national concem for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit,
which reasonable may be expected to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its
reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be
considered, including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economic,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood
hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food production, and in general, the
needs and welfare of the people.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comrments from the public; Federal, State, and local agencies
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties,
water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.
Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to
determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed
activity. Written comments concerning the work described above related to the factors listed above
or other pertinent factors must be received by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District,
Attn: Amy Elliott, State College Field Office, 1631 South Atherton Street, Suite 102, State College,
PA 16801, within the comment period specificd above.
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The applicant is required to obtain a water quality certification in accordance with Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act from the Pennsyivania Department of Environmental Protection through the
issuance of a Section 105 permit or through direct application to the Regional Office in the area of
the proposed project. The Section 404 cerfifying agency has a statutory limit of one year in which
to make its decision.

The applicant must obtain any Staie or local government permnits which may be required.

A preliminary review of this application indicates that the proposed work will not affect Federal
listed threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat, pursuant to Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, as amended. As the evaluation of this application continues, additional
information may become available which could modify this preliminary determination.

The evaluation of the impact of this project on the public interest will include applications of the
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under
authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Any person who has an interest which may be
adversely affected by the issuance of this permit may request a public hearing. The request, which
must be in writing, must be received by the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Baltimore District, State College Field Office, 1631 South Atherton Street, Suite 102, State College,
PA 16801, within the comment period as specified above to receive consideration. Also it must
clearly set forth the interest which may be adversely affected by this activity and the manner in
which the interest may be adversely affected.

It is requested that you communicate this information conceming the proposed work to any persons
know by vou to be interested and not being known to this office, who did not receive a copy of this

V) Al

Vance G. Hobbs
Acting Chief, Regulatory Branch

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER

Eunclosures
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THE LUZERNE COUNTY

THE PROJECT WORK AREA MAY BE USED

T PLACE SAND BAC COFFERDAM BY HAND TO MINIMIZE DISTUREMNCE OF

1
SUSSTITUTL TO PUMPING UPDM APPROWAL BY
CONSTRVATION DESTRICT,
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