PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army In Reply to Application Number

Corps CENAB-OP-RPA(WILKES-BARRE INFLATABLE
of Engineers STRUCTURE)03-01240-13

Baltimore

District

SPECIAL PUBLIC NOTICE 06-12

Comment Period: March 13,2006 to May 15,2006

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE | S TO SOLICIT COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE WORK DESCRIBED BELOW.
AT THIS TIME, NO DECISIONHAS BEEN MADE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT A PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED.

A joint Gorps of Engi neersgcor s) and Pannsylvania Department of ENvi ronnental Protecti on ( PADEP) |£Ub| ic
heari ng has been schedul ed for My 1, 2006 on the 3rd floor o the sheehy-Farmer campus Genter at ngs

ol | ege, in downt own W1 kes-Barr €, Pennsyl vani a. The Sheehy-Far mer Canpus Center is behind Esseff Ball, and

the building is located in the bl ock between North Franklin and North Main Streets. For canpus | ocation, go to

htt p: // wwv. ki ngs. edu/ Vi rt ual Tour/defaul t. htm Parking is available at the Wst Union Street parking | ot and at the
parking lot across fromthe Luzerne County Court House {enter fromWst Jackson Street). Street parking will also be
avai | able. Project infornation and plans will be displayed in the |obby and may he vi ened begi nning at “5:00 p. m_ The
hearing will start at 7:00 p.m Persons wishing to give oral testinony are encouraged to arrive at the hearing site
early to sign up at the sign-in table.

The purpose of the hearing is for the Corps and PADEP to receive oral and witten conments that will enable themto
eval uate the inpacts of the g{oposed project on the public interest. Al interested parties, including
representatives of Federal, ate, and | ocal governments and private individual s and organi zations, are invited to be
present or to be represented. Each will be given an opportunity to express their views regarding the proposed
project. By re(r:;ul ation (33 CFR 327.8), the Corps Wil not provide rebuttal to the public bearing testinony. The
duration of oral comments will be limted based on the nunber of EP]eopl e who wish to Pr ovide testinony. padditional
comrents nay be subnitted in witten formto v.8. Azmy Corps of gineers, State College Field Ofice, 1631 South
Atherton Street, Suite 102, State College, PA 16801, Attn: Any Ellioctt. In order for witten conments and
information to be considered and included in the official record, it nust be received by the Corps by My 15, 2006,
the closing date of the comment period for this notice.

The Baltinore District has received an application for a Deﬁartrrent of the Arny permt pursuant to Section 10 of the
R vers and Harbors Act (33 U . S.C 403) and Section 404 of the Aean Water Act (33 U S.C 1344) as described bel ow

APPLI CANT: Luzerne County F ood Protection Authority
Attn: M. JimBrozena
Luzer ne County Courthouse
200 North R ver Street
W/ kes-Barre, PA 18711-1001

LOCATION The project is located on the Susgquehanna R ver, in the Gty of Wl kes-Barre,
Lar ksvi | | e Bor ough, Edwardsvill e Borough, Ki ngston Borough, Forty-Fort Borough, and Pl ai ns
Townshi p, Luzerne County, Pennsyl vani a.

PRCOPCBED WCRK:  To di scharge dredged or fill nmaterial into the Susguehanna R ver, and adj acent
wet | ands, associated with the construction of an inflatable structure. The structure will be
located (on the |l eft bank of the Susquehanna R ver) off Gordon Avenue, behi nd the | evee punp
station, withinthe Aty of WIlkes-Barre and (on the right bank of the Susquehanna R ver) off
S.R 011 near its intersection with R verside Road, in Larksville Borough. The proposed tine
the structure will be inflated will be confinedto the summer nonths. The inflatable
structure, with a fully inflated height of 9.5 feet, will maintain the water surface | evel of
the pool near elevation 517 feet (NGVD 1929). The water surface elevation of the river in the



vicinity of the Market Street Bridge will be raised approxi mately 4 feet higher than average

during the period when the structure is inflated. Wth this structure hei ght, the recreational
pool woul d be confined within the natural channel hanks of the river. The recreational pool wll extend approxi mately
4.5 mles upstreamfromthe structure. The width of the pool wll vary between 500 and 1,000 feet. The aver age depth
of the pool wll be approximately 8-10 feet with the deepest area nore than 25 feet. |n addition, a fish passage
facility will be constructed with the inflatable structure along the ri ?ht bank oF theriver. The reJ imnary fishway
design is for the inflatabl e structure to cross the river perpendicularly and i ncorporate a verti cafO slat fishway.

| npacts associated with the structure include: 1.) Permanent inpacts to 1.79 acres of the Susquehanna R ver associ at ed
with the portage ranp, fish passage facility, and the inflatable structure foundati on which includes rip-rap scour
protection; z.) permanent inpacts to 0.1 acres of palustrine forested riparian wetland associated with the
construction of the permanent portion of the structure: 3.1 tenporary inpacts to 3.68 acres of the Susquehanna River
associ ated with construction activities for the fish passage facility and the inflatable structure foundation; 4.)
tenporary inpacts to 0.89 acres of palustrine scrub-shrub riparian wetland associated with the contractor stagi ng
area, site access, and construction activities; and 5.} seasonal inundation of 0.90 acres of palustrine forested
riparian wetland and riverine habitat wetland associated with the proposed normal pool elevation of 517 feet (yayp
1929). Qher potential i rTPacts of the proposed structure that have been identified through scoping and public
comrents i nclude issues related to water quality/cso’s, fisheries and nussel recol oni zation, acid mne drai nage (ampy,
el evated nercury |l evel s i n sedinents, and historic/archaeclogical CONCerns.

Tne appl i cant has stat edfthat the prSlcq)pgsed i ﬂfl at abl ehstructRure wll incorporate a fish passage facility to allowfor
the upstream nigration of Amrerican Shad on the Susquehanna R ver. nbers of the Susqguehanna R ver an Fi
Restoration Cooger ative have been working to restore Anerican Shad |Mﬁ the New York V\a(tqers o) tﬁe Susqugﬁgﬁﬁguﬁ vé?hand
ultinately establish a recreational fishery for that area.

The applicants stated purposeis to 1.) nitigate the int an?i bl e negat i ve socio-economic inpacts caused by the | evee
raising project, 2.) provide econonmic devel opment potential for the Woning valley region, and 3.) provide river-based
recreational opportunities.

The deci si on whether to approve this P_roj ect will be based on an eval uation of the probabl e i npact incl udi ng

cunul ative inpacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the naticnal concern
for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue
fromthe proposal nust be bal anced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. A| factors which nay be rel evant
to the proposal wll be considered includina the cunul ative effects thereof. among thoss are conservation, economics,
aesthetics; general environmental concerns.-wetlands, cultural values. fishand wildlife values. flood hazards, flood
pl ai n val ues, | and use, navigation. shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water suppll%/ and conservation, water

quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, and, in general, the needs and wel fare of the peopl e.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comrents fromthe public; Federal, State, and | ocal agencies and official s;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and eval uate the inﬁacts of this proposed activity.
Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determ ne whether to issue, nmodify, condition,
or not grant approval for this proposal. To make this decision. comments are used t0 assesS impacts ON endangered
speci es; historic properties, water quality, general environnental concerns. and the other public interest factors
|isted above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessnent and/or an Environnental |npact
Statenent pursuant to the National Environnental Policy Act. Comments are al so used to determne the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

The applicant is required to ohtain a water quality certificationin accordance with Section 401 of the O ean Water
Act from the Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Environmental Protection.

The applicant nust obtain any State or local government pernits which may be required.

Aprelimnary reviewof this application indicates that the proposed work will not affect listed species or their
critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as amended. As the evaluationof this )
appl i cation continues, additional information may becone available which could nodify this prelimnary determnnation.

The eval uation of the inpact of the work described above on the public interest will include applicationof the
gui del i nes pronul gated »y the Admnistrator, U S. Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404 of
the A ean Water Act.

It is requested that yeou conmunjcate the for eﬁpi ng i nfornati on concerni ng the proposed work to any persons known by
you to be interested and not being known to this office, who did not receive a <opy of this notice.
FOR THE D STR CT ENG NEER / Py

VINE
Cifief, Regulatory Branch
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