. PUBLIC NOTICE

UsS Army In Reply to Application Number
Corps CENAB-OP-RMS(MD DNR/POCOMOKE RIVER
of Engineers SP/DREDGING-)05-66466-1
Baltimore
District
HKA Comment Period: December 27, 2005 to January 27,2006

THE PURPOSE OF THI S PUBLI C NOTICE | S TO SCLI CI T COWENTS FROM THE PUBLI C ABOUT THE WORK DESCRI BED BELOW
AT THI S TI ME, NO DECI SI ON HAS BEEN MADE AS TO WHETHER CR NOT A PERM T W LL BE | SSUED.

The Baltinore D strict has received an apBIication for a Departnent of the Arny permt pursuant to Section 10 of the

R vers and Harbors Act of 1899, as descri bed bel ow

APPLI CANT: Maryl and Dept of Natural Resources - Poconoke State Park
580 Tayl or Avenue
Annapol i s, Maryl and 21401

LQCATI ON: I n the Pocormoke R ver at Poconoke State Park, VWrcester County, Maryl and

WORK: The appl i cant proposes to nai nt enance dredge by mechani cal nethod a 950 ft. long by 75
ft. w de channel (71,250 sq. ft.) to a depth of -7 ft bel ow nean | ow water and to deposit the
dredged material on an upland non wetland di sposal site approved and suitable for receiving
dredged naterial. The purgose of the proposed is to nai ntain navi gabl e access to an exi sting
facility. Al work is to be conpleted in accordance with the attached plan{(s). |f you have
any questions concerning this natter, please contact M. Wody Francis at (410) 962-5689.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fi shery Conservation and Managenent Act (MsFcMa), as amended by the Sustainabl e Fi sheries Act of
1996 ﬁPubI ic Law 04-267), requires all Federal agencies to consult wth the National Marine Fisheries Service {(NMFSZ)
on all actions, or proposed actions, permtted, funded, or undertaken bé the agency that nay adver seI%/ ef f ect
essential fish habitat (EFx). The project sitelies in or adjacent to EFH as described under ms#FcMa for pParalicthys
dentatug (summer flounder) juvenile and adul t; Charcharinus plumbeus f{sandbar shark) |arvae, juvenile and adul t;
Sphyrna lewini (scal | oped hanmer head sharkj juvenile, and eggs, |arvae, juvenile, and adult stages of Seizenops
oceliatus 1red drunm), Sconberonorus cavalla (king nackerel), Scomberomorus maculatus (spanish nmackerel), an
Rachycentron canadum {coblia), all of which are nanaged speci es under the MSFCHA. The project has the potential to
adversely effect EFH or the speci es of concern by | oss of spawning, nursery, forage and/or shelter habitat. The
Baltinore D strict has determned that the adverse effects of this project woul d not be substantial and an abbrevi at ed
consultation wll be conducted with aF35. No mtigative neasures are recommended tOo mni mze adverse effscts on EFH
at this tinme. This prelimnary determinaticon nay be nodified i f additional information becomes avail able to indicate

that this determnationis in error.

The deci si on whether to issue a permit wll be based on an eval uation of the probabl e impact including cumlative

i npacts of the pr_olo_osed_ activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the-national concern for both
protection and utilization of inportant resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue fromthe
proposal nust be bal anced against its reasonably foreseeabl e detrinents. Al factors which nay be relevant to the
proposal will be consideredincluding the cumil ative effects thereof; anong those are conservati on, econom cs,

aest hetics, general environnental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife val ues, flood hazards, flood
pl ai n val ues, land use, navi gati on, shoreline erosion and accretion. recreation, water suppl¥/ and conservati on, wat er
quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, and, in general, the needs and wel fare of the peopl e.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting cooments fromthe public; Federal, State, and | ocal agencies and officials;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and eval uate the inpacts of this proposed activity.
any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determne whether to issue. nodify, condition or
deny a permt for this proposal. To nake this decision, comments are used to assess inpacts on endangered species,
historic properties, water quality, general environnental effects, and the other public interest factorslisted above.



Conments are used in the preparation of an Environnental Assessnent and/or an Environnental |npact Statenent pursuant
to the National Environnental Policy Act. Comments are al so used to determne the need for a public hearing and to
determne the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

The applicant is required to obtain a water quality certification in accordance with Section 401 of the dean Water
act from the Maryland Departnent of the Environment. Any witten conments concerning the work described above which
relate to water quality certificationmst be received by the Standards and Certification D vision Maryl and Depart nment
of the Environnent. Montgonery Park Business Center, 1800 Washi ngton Boul evard, Suite 430, Baltinore, Maryland 21230-
1708 wi thin the conment period as specified above to receive consideration. Witten comments concerni ng the work
described above related to the factors listed above or other pertinent factors nmust be received by the District

Engi neer, US Arny Corps of Engineers, Baltinore District. PO Box 1715, Baltinore, Maryland 21263-1715, within the
comrent period as specified above to receive consideration. The 401 certifying agency has a statutory limt of one
year to make its deci sion.

The applicant has certified in this application that the proposed activitv complies with and will be conducted in a
manner consistent With the Maryl and coastal zone Program This certificationStatenent is avail able for inspecticn in
the District Ofice; however, public comments relating to consistency nust be received by the Coastal Zone pivisgioen,
Maryl and Departnment of the Environment, Montgonery Park Business Center, 1800 Washi ngt on Boul evard. Suite 430,

Bal ti nore, ryland. 21230-1708, within the comrent period as specified above. |t should be noted that cz D vision
has a statutory limt of 6 nonths in which to nmake its consi stency determ nation

The applicant nmust obtain any State or |local government permts which may be required

A prelimnary reviewof this application indicates that the proposed work will not affect |isted species or their
critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as anended. As the evaluation of this )
application continues, additional information nmay becone avail abl e which could nodify this prelimnary determ nation.

Revi ew of the | atest pubiished version of the National Register of Hstoric Places indicates that no regi stered
progerti es listed as eligiblefor inclusiontherein are | ocated at the site of the proposed work. Qurrently unknown
archeol ogi cal, scientific, prehistoric, or historical data may be |lost or destroyed by the work to be acconpli shed
under the requested permt.

The eval uation of the inpact of the work described above on the public interest will include applicationof the

gui del i nes promul gated by the Admnistrator, US Environnental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404 of
the dean Water Act. Any person who has an interest which may be adversely affected by the i ssuance of this permt may
request a public hearing. The request, which nust be in witing, nust be received by the District Engi neer, US Arny
Corps of Engineers, Baltinore District, PO Box 1715, Baltinore, Maryland 21203-1715, within the comrent period as
sPeci fied as above to receive consideration. A so, it nust cl earlg state forth the interest which nay be adversely
affected by this activity in the manner in which the interest may be adversely affected.

It is requested that you communicate the for eﬁ_oi ng i nformation concerning the proposed work to any persons known by
you to be interested and not being known to this office, who did not receive a copy of this notice.

FCR THE DI STRI CT ENG NEER
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