. PUBLIC NOTICE

UsS Army In Reply to Application Number

Corps CENAB-OP-RMS(HOMERS HIDEAWAY

of Engineers LLC/DREDGING)06-63282-1

Baltimore

District

PN 0L.-29 Comment Period: May 30,2006 to June 30,2006

THE PUIRPCBE Q- THS PW.I CNOTI CE1S TO SO A T comMeENTs FROM THE PWLI C ABOJT THE VWIRK DESCR BED BH.ONV
AT THS TI ME NODEQ S ONHAS BEEN MapeE AS TO WETHER QR NOT A PERM T WLL BE | SSUED

The Baltinmore District has received an application for a Departnent of the Army permt pursuant to Section 10 of the
R ver and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the clean Water Act (33 U S C 1344), as described bel ow

APPLI CANT: Honer's H deaway, LLC
cdo M. Mke D ffendal
11900 Tech Road
Si |l ver Spring, Maryl and 20904

LOCATI ON: I n an existing mari na basi n adj acent to Si nepuxent Bay at Vést cean Gty,
Wor cester County, Maryl and.

WORK: The appl i cant proposes, i n accordance with the attached pl ans, to nai nt enance dr edge
by either hydraulic or nechani cal nethod, an approxi nate 832 ft. long by 100 foot w de
area to a depth of -6 ft. bel ow nean | ow water and deposit the resulting 6, 000 cubic
yards of naterial at an off-site upland/non wetl and di sposal | ocation. The purpose of
the proposed work is to mai ntain and i nprove navi gabl e access to exi sting boat slips.
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact M. Wody Franci s at
(410) 962-56809.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Managenent Act {(MSFCMA}, as anended by the Sustai nabl e Fi sheries Act of
1996 sPubI ic Law 04-267), requires all Federal agencies to consult with the National Mrine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency that nay adversely effect
essential fish habitat (EFH).

The project sitelies in or adjacent to EPH as descri bed under MSFCMA for Pleuronectes americamus (Wi nter flounder)
egPs, larvae, juvenile, and adult. Scopthalmus acuosos (wi ndowpane flounder) juvenile and adult; Pomatomus saltatrix
(bl'ue fish) juvenile and adult: Stenotomus chrysops (scup) juvenile and adult; Centropristus striata (black sea bhass)
juvenile and adul t; Paraiicthvs dentatus (summer flounderl juvenile and adult; Urephyeis chuss (red hake) eggs,
arvae, juvenile; ¢lupex harengus (AlTantic sea herringl juvenile and adult; Merluccius bilinearis (whiting) eggs.

| arvae, and juvenile; sgualus acanthias (spiny dogfi sh()J juvenil e and adulkt; QGdontaspks taurus (sand tiger shark)

| arvae and adul t; Squatina dumerili (Atl antic angel shark) |arvae, juvenile, and adult; Charcharinus obscurus (dusky
shark) | arvae; Charcharinus plumbeus (sandbar shark) |arvae, juvenile, and adul t; Sphvrna lewini (scal | oped hammrer head
shark) juvenil e; Galeocerdo cuvieri (tiger shark) |larvae; and eggs, |arvae, juvenile, and adult stages ch—Scraencms
ocellatus (red drun), Scombercmorus cavalla (king mackerel). Sconberonorus maculatus {spanish mackerel ), and
Rachvcentron canadum {cobia), all managed species under the MSFCVA

The project has the potential to adversely effect EFH or the species of concern by alterationof spawning, nursery,
forage and/or shelter habitat. The project may have an adverse effect on approximately 11 acres of Essential Fish
Habi tat as described under t he Magnuson-Stevens Fi shery Conservation and Managenent Act far the species and life
Stages identified above. This habitat consists of a nostly sandy and silty sub-tidal substrate which does not
supports SAV (eelgrass- Zostera or Wi dgeon grass - Ruppia). The proposed dredging will alter the existing substrate.
However, the proposed dredge depth will only be -8 feet MW Therefore, there will be an alteration of substrate and
the proposed depth/substrate i S expected to support the sane benthos and fishery that existed prior to the proposed
dredgi ng. However, the District Engineer has made a preliminary determnation that site-specific inpacts would not be
substantial and an abbreviated consultation will be conducted with NMFS. This determ nationmay be nodified if

addi tional informationindicates otherw se and woul d change the prelimnary determni nation.



The deci sion whether to issue a permt will be based on an eval uation of the probable inpact including cumul ative

i npacts of the pr.oP.osed. activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both
protection and utilization of inportant resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue fromthe
proposal nust be bal anced agai nst its reasonably foreseeabl e detriments. Al factors which may he relevant to the
proposal will be considered including the cumul ative effects thereof; anbng those are conservation, econonics,

aest hetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife val ues, fl ood hazar ds, flood
pl ai n val ues, |and use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water
quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, and, in general, the needs and wel fare of the people.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting conments fromthe public; Federal, State, and | ocal agencies and officials;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the inpacts of this proposed activity.
Any commrent s received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determ ne whether to i ssue, nmodify, condition or
deny a permt for this proposal. To nake this decision, conments are used to assess inpacts an endanger ed speci es.
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors |isted above.
Conments are used in the preparation of an Environnental Assessnent and/or an Environmental |npact Statenent pursuant
to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to deternine the need for a public hearing and to
determne the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

The applicant is required to obtain a water quality certificationin accordance with Section 401 of the Oean Véter
Act fromthe Maryl and Department of the Environment. Any witten comments concerning the work described above which
relate to water quality certification nust be received by the Standards and Certification D vision Maryl and Depart ment
of the Environment, Montgonery Park Busi ness Center, 1800 WAshi ngton Boul evard, Suite 430, Baltinore. Maryland 21230-
1708 wi thin the comment period as specified above to receive consideration. Witten conments concerning the work
described above related to the factors |isted above or other Bce)rti nent factors nust be received by the D strict

Engi neer, US Arny Corps of Engineers. Baltinmore District, POBox 1715. Baltimore. Maryland 21203-1715, within the

coment period as specified above to receive consideration. The 401 certifying agency has a statutory limt of one
year to nmake its decision.

The applicant has certified in this applicationthat the proRosed activity conplies with and wi |l be conducted in a
manner consistent with the Maryl and Coastal Zone Program This certification statement is available for inspectionin
the District Ofice; however, public comments relating to consistency nust be received by the Coastal Zone D vision.
Maryl and Departnent of the Environment, Montgorery Park Business Center, 1800 Washi ngton Boul evard. Suite 430,

Bal ti nore, ryland, 21230-1798, within the comrent period as specified above. It should be noted that CZ D vision
has a statutory limt of 6 months i n which to make its consi stency determ nation.

The applicant nust obtain any State or |ocal governnent pernmts which may be required

Aprelinmnary reviewof this application indicates that the proposed work will not affect |isted species or their
critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as anended. As the evaluationof this )
appl i cation continues, additional information may becone avail abl e which could nmodify this prelinnary deternination.

Revi ew of the | atest published version of the National Register of Hstoric Places indicates that no registered
proEertl es listed as eligible for inclusion therein are |ocated at the site of the proposed work. Qurrently unknown
archeol ogi cal , scientific, prehistoric, or historical data may be | ost or destroyed by the work to be acconplished
under the requested permt.

The eval uation of the inpact of the work gdescribed above on the public interest will include application of the

gui del i nes promul gated by the Adm nistrator, U.s. Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404 of
the A ean Water Act. Any person who has an interest which may be adversely affected by the issuance of this permt may
request a public hearing. The request, which nmust be in witing, nust be received hy the D strict Engineer, US Ar
corps of Engineers. Baltinore District, PO Box 1715, Baltinore, Maryland 21203-1715, within the conment period as
sPecifi ed as above to receive consideration. Aso. it nust cl earlg state forth the interest which nay be adversely
affected by this activity in the manner in which the interest may be adversely affected.

It is requested that you conmuni cate the foregoi ng information concerni ng the proposed work to any persons known by
you to be interested and not being known to this office, who did not receive a copy of this notice.

FCR THE DI STRI CT ENG NEER

Chief,

I Southern
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