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BACKGROUND: The St. Martin’s River is located in Worcester County, Maryland. The river 
empties into Isle of Wight Bay, which is one of the Maryland coastal bays, directly west of the 
Town of Ocean City. The St. Martin’s watershed reaches north into Sussex County, 
Delaware.  
 
The St. Martin’s River and some of its tributaries, specifically Bishopville Prong, have been 
degraded over the years due to development and industry. Point-source pollution has been 
blamed for recent fish kills, one pond has been severely degraded, and there are fish 
blockages, to name a few of the problems in the watershed. There is a need for stream 
restoration, including reforestation. The St. Martin’s River watershed is part of a Watershed 
Restoration Action Strategy prepared by Worcester County and Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources. This strategy will be used when investigating solutions to the ecosystem 
problems.  
 
The feasibility study began in September 2002. Currently, project components will include 
oyster bar restoration, tidal marsh restoration, potential dredging, non-tidal wetland and 
stream restoration and other projects. The community of Ocean Pines may have several 
projects implemented within the community. Work on the feasibility study stopped in fiscal 
2004 due to nation-wide funding shortfalls in the Section 206 Program.    
 
 
 

St. Martin’s River, Worcester County,  MD 

FACT SHEET as of February 1, 2015 
 
AUTHORIZATION:  Continuing Authorities Program, 
Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act of 
1996, as amended 
 
TYPE OF PROJECT: Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration  
 
CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONN  TTOO  CCHHEESSAAPPEEAAKKEE  BBAAYY::     Directly 
contributes to achieving protection and restoration goals 
established by the 2009 Executive Order 13508 and the 
2014 Chesapeake Bay Program Agreement by restoring 
clean water, recovering vital habitat, and sustaining fish 
and wildlife.  
 
 PROJECT PHASE: Feasibility 
 
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST Senators Mikulski and 
Cardin (MD); Congressman Harris (MD-01)  
 
NON-FEDERAL SPONSOR: Worcester County, 
Maryland 
 

 

View of the Bishopville Prong tributary in 
Worcester County, MD 
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STATUS:  The project is currently on hold pending the availability of Federal and non-Federal 
funds.  The Baltimore District will follow up with the sponsor to determine if there is still interest 
in pursuing or terminating the study in fiscal 2015. Based on current guidance, a new feasibility 
cost-sharing agreement would need to be executed before further work could commence. 
 
BUDGET ($): 
 Construction 

 
 Feasibility 
Total Estimated Cost $543,500 
Federal Cost Estimate 543,500 
Non-Federal Cost Estimate 0 

 
Federal Funds Data    
Allocations thru FY 2013     $293,500 
Allocation for FY 2014 0 
President Budget FY 20151 0 
Allocation for FY 20152 0 
Balance to Complete     $250,000 

 
   NOTES: 

1 The President typically sends the budget to Congress in February each year.  Upon release, budget amounts for the  
  USACE Civil Works programs and specified projects are posted online at the HQUSACE website in a Program  
  Budget Press Book at http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Budget.aspx. 
2The final FY 2015 allocation amounts will be made available upon final approval pursuant to the Energy and Water     
  Appropriations Act's continuing funding requirements. 
   
 
SCHEDULE: 
 
FY 2014 Completed Work: None 
 
FY 2015 Scheduled Work: The Baltimore District will follow up with the sponsor to determine if 
there is still interest in pursuing or terminating the study.   
 
COMPLETION: To be determined. 

 
For more information regarding the St. Martin’s River Section 206 project, please contact     
Mr. Anthony A. Clark, CENAB-PL-P, (410) 962-3413, or e-mail 
anthony.a.clark@usace.army.mil. 
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