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PROCEEDI NGS
7:10 p. m

MS. WARNER: We' || begin the nmeeting -- ask
you to nove toward the center. ['Il play the role
of a mnister for a nonent. Mve a little bit to
the center so those that are comng in late can find
a seat. We want everybody to be able to sit in this
front section if possible. Thank you.

Openi ng Remar ks

COL. FIALA: Let ne introduce nyself. | am
Col. Chuck Fiala. | amthe comander of the
Baltinore District Corps of Engineers, and | have
overall responsibility for the overall operation of
-- of the U S. Arnmy Corps of Engineers activities
down here in Spring Valley.

Tonight's neeting, we want to try to get
t hrough a couple things. First off, we heard you
| oud and clear last nonth in a community nmeeting.
And at that community neeting you all said you
want ed sone of the senior |eadership to cone here
tonight. Behind nme | have the senior |eadershinp,
and not only in the Corps of Engineers but in EPA
Region I11. Hopefully, we'll be joined by Ted
Gordon out of D.C. Health here in a couple m nutes.

| want to try to get two things done
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tonight. First off, what we heard last nonth is --
is we -- you all wanted to discuss and -- and have -
- have | ooked at establish of -- establishnment of a
restoration advisory board, and we'll tal k about

t hat tonight.

The second piece that, and nore inportantly
| think, we have what we call a proposed sanpling
pl an tonight. And we're going to |ay that out for
you tonight.

And then we're going to start -- start to
listen to your comments tonight. And over the
course of the next 30 days continue to listen to
comments that you have. And | don't expect you
tonight to -- to -- to have a comment and -- and
| eave here thinking that this is the final plan. |
want you to take it home. |If you ve got questions,

"1l give you nmy staff's phone nunber at the end of

my briefing tonight. And -- and we want to hear
fromyou because this plan we will synchronize with
you all and -- and cone to the -- the right
sol uti on.

We all understand -- fully understand the

hei ght ened concerns that you all have stirred on by
the nmedia and stirred on by the discovery of
el evated arsenic sanples around the -- in the soi
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around the -- the CDC, child devel opnent center at
Ameri can University.

So we're here to lay out where we are in
this process tonight, and nore inmportantly, we're
here to listen to your feedback

And with that, 1'd like to turn it over to
Susan Warner, who's going to work to facilitate the
conmuni cations tonight. Susan?

Meet i ng Prot ocol

MS. WARNER: Good evening. |'m Susan
Warner fromthe LEAD Alliance. M conpany does nany
ki nds of neeting facilitation, executive coaching,
team bui |l ding, and so forth, and we've been invited
to be here this evening so to nake sure that
everyone who is here is here to hear. Playing off
of words there. So that both sides and all invol ved
can hear from one anot her.

| " m acconpani ed by my busi ness partner
Tri sha G bbons, who will be assisting nme this
evening as we go forward with our neeting.

One of the things that we wanted to do in
order to make sure that we have a neeting that is
conducted with great decorum and gives everyone who
has a perspective an opportunity to be heard is to
set up sonme neeting protocols for this evenings that
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| think will help us have a nore effective neeting.

We generally use a -- an acronym OARRS.
And ny apol ogies to my army presenters here this
evening for using a naval term But we use the
acronym OARRS for nmaeking sure that we have our oars
in the water and we're all expecting the sanme
nmeeting outconmes and results fromthis evening.

OARRS is an acronym The outconmes of the
meeting Col. Fiala has just discussed with you and
are in fact in your handout. |If you will hold your
hands up and signal if you did not get a handout
packet, we'll keep an eye out for those and -- and
those at the back can bring sone of those packets
forward and -- and distribute those as soon as |
finish this part.

I n your packet you'll find a nunber of
hel pful things. The outconmes are stated there. Qur
agenda for this evening is in there. So that takes
care of the O and the A in the word OARRS.

The next is the first R It is a liberal
spelling of the word OARRS. And that's kind of our
rules for the road for this evening that'll help us
have a nore effective neeting.

The first of those is we all want to be
sure that we're contributing toward a col | aborative
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meeting environment. The best way to sol ve the
probl ens and deal with the issues before you are to
do that collaboratively clearly. And we're asking
t hat everyone here keep an open m nd because there's
great wisdomin this roomand we want to be sure
that we're open to receiving all of that, that we
have an opportunity to share perspectives and
insights fromvarious aspects of the -- of the
community and the subject matter experts that we
have here this evening, that in raising our
guestions and concerns we denonstrate respect for
one anot her, again, anongst all of those here.

One of the ways to do that is to avoid
interruptions, letting one have their opportunity to
be heard. And the second one of those is avoiding
repetition. W want to be sure that as nany
di fferent kinds of issues, concerns, and questions
as possible are raised this evening. So rather than
reiterating a question that has already been asked
or restating a question that -- a coment that has
al ready been stated, if we could avoid the
repetition and nove to the next conmment or
perspective | think that will help us this evening.

Finally, |1 don't know what it is about
human nature. Perhaps we have sone of you in the
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audi ence who have Ph.D.s in psychology. | don't.

But there is -- there are sonme characteristics about
us as human beings. We tend to want to question in
order to corner and listen in order to rebut. So we
want to try to suspend those behaviors tonight.
Those of you that are parents of teenagers, you know
what that neans. That's when you say, "Why are you

| at e?" as opposed to "Tell me about your evening."

So we want to try to question to clarify
this evening and make sure that we're really being
cl ear about what it is that's being asked and then
listening to learn rather than to sinply find the
chink in somebody's arnor and then nail themon it.

And in so doing, we'll be able to attack problens
rat her than attacki ng people.

So with those basic rules of the road, |
think we -- we're off to a good start in having an
effective neeting.

The second R in our |iberal spelling of R -
- of OARRS is for roles. And I've al ready
identified mne, and Col. Fiala has identified his,
and we're about to identify others who have roles to
play this evening.

In addition, 1'd like to point out that we
have a court reporter who's way at the back in the
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upper, perhaps, choir loft waving to us there. So
if you're concerned that what's being said is not
bei ng captured, put your mnd at ease. She is able
to hear everything that is being said and that
record will be made and that will be posted on the
Corps' web site for your edification and for review
of the comments and concerns and i nformation from
this evening.

Wth our final letter in the word OARRS we
have sonme structure for this evening. You do have
your detail ed agenda in your packet, but just as a
way of kind of breaking that out with a bigger
pi cture for the structure for this evening, from
approxi mately now to 8:00, about the first hour of
our nmeeting you'll see sone presentations and hear
sone presentations that'll be made from our subject
matter experts for your benefit.

From8 to 9:00 we'll have comments,
guestions, and concerns fromthe floor. W have two
m crophones at the back and we'll be asking you to
bring forward your questions or conments on a
particul ar aspect of our presentation and raise
t hose questions. There'll be sone fol ks at the back
hel ping you with the m crophone and hel pi ng you get
in order as you nove back there.
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I n your packet you will also find a comment
card, so if you have a comment or a question and
you'd just rather not get up and walk all the way to
the back to make that by way of the m crophone, if
you' Il pass those to the center aisle. Trisha wll
be wal ki ng up and down the aisle periodically
pi cking those up, taking themto the back where
they' |l be read so that the court reporter can hear
t hem over the m crophone and then those questions or
comments will be addressed by our -- by our experts
who are here.

And | think that pretty well takes care of
that part of the structure except that we will have
sone tinme from9 to 9:45 for sone breakout groups.
And they will be positioned around the room At the
end of the formal part of our presentation here,
then we'll nove to the breakout groups. You'll have
an opportunity then to get sone one-on-one questions
answered. Perhaps you have sone specific issues
about your specific property or sonme timng issues
on sonething that's of great concern to you. So
rather than raising those in the general forum
those very specific questions that relate only to
you, to your property, to your particular issues can
be addressed by our subject matter experts in the
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11
breakout room -- groups. Those will occur in this
room

We will have -- let nme check ny cue card

here -- ASTDR and CHPM up here in the front of the

room We'Il fill you in on those acronyns so you

don't feel like this is all al phabet soup before we
break out. D.C. Health on, nmore or less, the mddle
of this side of the room And EPA will be answering

guestions toward the back of this side of the room

On this side we'll have the Arny Corps of
Engi neers. And questions that need to be addressed
regardi ng operations, logistics, and so forth wll
be addressed by the Arny Corps of Engineers. And at
t he back of the roomyou'll hear a little bit nore
fromCol. Fiala in his presentation about the
restoration advisory board. There will be people
back there to further address any questions that you
have and to sign you up to participate -- eagerly to
have you participate in that.

| think that takes care of our structure
for this evening and gets us off to a good start.
Let me check nmy notes one nore tine to make sure |
didn't | eave anything out that | wanted to.

Unanswer ed questions, yes. It may be that
you have a question that did not get answered, that
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didn't get raised during our timng. You have two

opportunities. Either fill out that coment card
and leave it in the pew and we'll pick those up and
those will be answered on the web site or hand it to

one of us that you now recognize as part of
tonight's forumand we'll be sure that that gets to
the proper place and those questions are addressed
in the -- on the web site.

OCkay. Wth that in mnd, | think other
than the fact that there nmay be topics not addressed
at all tonight because they're not on this evening's
agenda, the sanpling plan, the CDC response, and the
RAB, and we have parking |lots parked on the sides of
the room So if there are topics you want to hear
about at the next neeting there are sonme sticky
notes | ocated near each one of those parking | ots.
Just wite down what it is you' d like to hear about
next tinme. And of course, you can also do that on
the web site. But this gives you an opportunity
here and now to respond.

During our presentations this evening we're
going to ask that you not interrupt the presentation
with questions until the full presentations have
been delivered. The reason for that is we find that
for the sake of efficiency that oftentinmes the very
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guestion you're asking is two slides away and woul d
be answered, and all it does is kind of disrupt the
flow. However, if you' re in danger of a senior
nmonment, as | sonetinmes am and you're worried that
you're going to forget your question, in the pews
you'll see sone five by seven cards that we've put
there. So if you're concerned that you're going to

forget your question, then jot it down and don't

| ose track of that. O wite it down on your
comment card and you'll be prepared then to ask your
guestion at the end. So I think we'll be able to

take care of everyone's concerns in that manner

There is also a neeting evaluation formin
here. | will rem nd you of that again during the
br eakout session, right before the breakout
sessions, and again at the end because it would be
very hel pful to everyone here who is putting the
nmeetings together if there are inprovenents,
opportunities for inprovenent, that you so note
those so that they can be taken into consideration.

I ntroductions of Key Oficials

MS5. WARNER: W t hout further ado, then, I'd
like to begin to introduce our dignitaries and have
them i ntroduce thensel ves and make some comrents to
you as they begin.
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So M. Ray Fatz, Deputy Assistant Secretary
of the Arny -- he has the longest title on the
pl anet -- for Environment, Safety, and Occupati onal
Heal th.  Your turn.

MR. FATZ: Thank you. Thank you.

Good evening. |'m pleased to be here
tonight and it's great to see such a -- a |arge
turnout for this inportant neeting.

Wth ny long title as the Deputy Assi stant
Secretary of the Arny for Environment, Safety, and
Occupational Health, | have responsibility of the
cl eanup of Spring Valley in that I'mthe
Departnent's executive agent for formerly used
defense sites.

Now, under that program as executive agent,
t he Corps of Engi neers manages and executes that
program for the Departnent of the Arnmy and actually
for the whol e Departnent of Defense.

| want you all to know here that the Arny
is coomtted to the safety and health of the
community in -- at Spring Valley here. W accept
the responsibility for our past activities, and in
fact, we have a national programthat addresses
cl eanups across the country at over 2000 sites
simlar to Spring Valley.
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In the Arny, we have made Spring Valley a
top priority. W have shifted funding around in our
programto enable us to react to the Spring Valley
i ssues here rapidly.

At the last comunity neeting in February
you asked the Arny to expand the sanpling procedures
here at Spring Valley. W're here tonight to |ay
out a proposed plan that will acconplish this
expanded sanpling. |In fact, | want to make it very
clear that this is a proposed plan. W are here
toni ght to hear your inputs, get your ideas on the
pl an not only tonight but like Col. Fiala said over
a 30-day peri od.

This plan was devel oped in close

coordination jointly by the Arny, EPA, and D.C.

Health officials. | believe this plan is well-based
in science and will address nmany of your concerns
and -- all of your concerns, | hope, and it wll

answer a nunber of questions that we all have.

"1l just lay out sinply what that proposed
plan is, and it is we're going to sanple for arsenic
at every residential property in Spring Valley. W
will also do -- thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR. FATZ: W'Ill also do sone sanpling for
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ot her chem cal -- possible contam nants based on
hi storical docunentation.

The Corps of Engineers tonight will [ay out
a nore detailed plan on the basic plan that |I'm
giving you here. And then we'll be hoping that we
will get fromyou the input that will help this plan
nmove along. We're hoping that we will learn a | ot
fromyou, the Arny, the EPA, the -- and the D.C.
Health officials in your comments on this tonight.

Now, al so, the Corps of Engi neers as being
t he managers and the executors of this programfor
t he Departnment of the Army will be here to answer
the detail questions. W have in the Arny the
hi ghest confidence in the Corps of Engineers, to
i ncl ude CGeneral Rhoades and the Baltinore district
conmander and his staff who have played a very close
role with all of you here to date. W think they've
done an out standi ng job.

| thank you all for com ng and | ook forward
to hearing your comments and tal king to any of you
i ndi vidually. Thank you.

M5. WARNER: Thank you, M. Fatz.
Bri gadi er General Steven Rhoades?

BRI GADI ER GENERAL RHOADES: Good eveni ng,
| adies and gentlenen. |I'minpressed -- I'm
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i npressed with the turnout tonight.

|" m Brigadi er General Steve Rhoades and |
conmand the North Atlantic Division of the Corps of
Engi neers. M headquarters is in Brooklyn, New
Yor k.

And M. Fatz, when he was talking, he was
t al ki ng about the Corps of Engineers being the
executor, and I'mthat guy. And that -- that's ny
duty and that's ny responsibility here. And I
exerci se that responsibility through Col. Chuck
Fiala, the Baltinore district commander. And | hav
six districts like the Baltinore district commander
fromthe Canadi an border down to the Virginia-North
Carolina border and Europe. And of the sites |like
this that we have in ny area, we have -- of the
sites and the nations, | have about 65 percent of
them are located in the northeast, the area that |
- | have the vast mpjority of them across the Arny
here. So this is inportant business to us.

Toni ght what we want to do is continue to
di al ogue with the citizens that live here, and I
think that that's extrenmely inportant. Toni ght we
need to hear what you think about what we are
presenting to you and how did we reach this point
where we're able to present sonmething to you. W

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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18
wor ked col | aboratively with the EPA and with the
District of Colunbia Departnent of Health to come
together with the -- with the plan that we' re going
to show you toni ght that we want your input on, and
this plan is based upon good sci ence and
engi neeri ng.

And so | think we're off to a good start
here. |'m anxious for you to see the plan and see
your -- and see your reaction to the plan and | ook
forward to working with you until we conplete the
m ssion here at Spring Valley. Thank you all very
much.

M5. WARNER: M. Tom Vol taggio fromthe
Envi ronment al Protection Agency.

MR. VOLTAGG O Good evening also. | am
the acting Regional Adm nistrator of EPA's
Phi | adel phia O fice, which has responsibility for a
five-state area plus the -- plus the District.

| have been involved in this site
personal |y since 1993 when they first found the
items at 52nd Court back there. | came down with ny
staff to help with the environnental considerations
t hat needed to be done for the ordnance work at the
site. M staff has been involved in this project

ever Ssince.
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Qur function is to provide advice and
consultation to the Corps of Engineers in our area
of expertise. Qur area of expertise is the
i nvestigation and cl eanup of chem cal contam nation
that exists simlar to what you have here in Spring
Vall ey. We have -- we have had a programthat we've
operated for 20 years called the Superfund program
that -- whose job it is to do just that: investigate
and clean up chem cal contam nation that exists in
soil and water.

We have provided that expertise throughout
the process. In the |last nonth we have worked very,
very closely with the Corps to bring that expertise,
know edge, experience, and training, to help the
Cor ps devel op a sanpling plan that the colonel wll
be goi ng over.

It is nmy earnest hope that you listen
carefully and ask as many questions as you possibly
can. We want you to be assured. The purpose of
this plan is for you to be assured that you are
living in a safe environnent. W believe we have
such a plan. W hope to be able to assuage that
fear through knowl edge and information and from
answering questions that you will have fromit.
Thank you very nuch.
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M5. WARNER: M. CGordon has not arrived as
yet, so we'll nmove ahead and -- | don't believe?
Because | don't know everybody who's here.

Exposure Study Results

MS. WARNER:  So we'll -- we'll nove ahead
now and hear from Dr. Dana Abouel nasr, who w ||
expl ain the acronym -- ATSDR as well|l as present to
you sonme findings with regard to CDC. And | think
sl aught ered her nane. Forgive ne.

DR. ABOUELNASR: Thank you. It's
Abouel nasr, but |'mused to that.

| " m Dana Abouelnasr. [|I'mwth the Agency
for Toxic Substances and Di sease Registry. W're
based in Atlanta, Georgia. W're the agency that
has cane down to the Anmerican University day care
about a nonth ago and gave those poor kids sone very
bad haircuts.

And I'mhere to tell you why we did that
and what we | earned fromthe investigation that we
did. Thank you.

The first thing 1'd like to do is give you
alittle background about what ATSDR is, and it's A-
T-S-D-R. Everybody likes to say A-S-T-D-R.

We are any agency that's tasked with
| ooki ng at environnental health issues around the
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nation. W're with the U S. Departnment of Health
and Human Services and |'mgoing to outline three of
our main goals here just to give you an idea of what
we do.

Qur first goal is to identify people who
are at health risk because of hazardous substances
in the environment. The second goal is to once
we' ve found those people, then we eval uate
rel ati onshi ps between the hazardous substances in
the environment and their possible health problens.

And thirdly, if there are health problens or the
potential for health problens, then we intervene to
elimnate or reduce that potential.

So that's pretty nmuch why we're here
tonight. A couple of things that we are not --
ATSDR is not regulatory. W' re not |ike the EPA.

We can't force anybody to do anything. W're
basically here to answer questions about health
probl ens fromthe environment.

Secondly, we are not health care providers.

We can't answer your questions about health
conditions. And if necessary, we can refer you to
clinics that are specifically work on environnmental
issues. We can also work with your healthcare
providers in the area to address any regi onal
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i ssues.

Wth that background, now I'd like to talk
alittle bit about what we did -- whoops. Could you
go to the next slide? Yeah.

(Slide)

DR. ABOUELNASR: \What we did at the
American University child devel opnent center.

Initially, the Arnmy came to us with their
sanpling results at the day care playground and they
had found relatively high |l evels of arsenic. And
t hey asked us if there would be any potential for
harmto the children that had been playing in that
pl aygr ound.

Qur answer was that we needed nore
information. G ven the worst case scenario, it
could be a problem but we didn't know if that worst
case scenario actually applied. There were factors
t hat reduced the possible exposure to these
children, like on the playground they had a thick
| ayer of nmulch so the children weren't actually
exposed to the soil. The other areas had grass on
them so that that also reduced their exposure to the
soil .

So we needed nore information before we
coul d answer that question. So we decided we needed
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to go to the children and see if there was sonething
we could sanple to see if there was any arsenic that
the children had absorbed and -- and kept in their
bodies. And we decided that the best way to answer
t hat would be to | ook at hair arsenic |evels.

So if you could give ne the next slide,
pl ease?

(Slide)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Okay. \What -- so we -- we
actually went to the day care and we took hair from
all of the children that would have been exposed to
t he playground. That was 28 children and al so four
staff menbers. And we sent the sanples off to be
anal yzed for arsenic, and the results cane back a
little while ago and we found that the vast mpjority
of the children and the staff nenbers did not have
| evel s of arsenic i the hair that we could detect.

About a quarter of them did have sone
arsenic that we could find in their hair, but those
| evel s were well below -- well within the normal --

normal range for unexposed people.

Ckay. So tonight I'malso releasing a
final report that will interpret what does that nean
froma health standard. | guess it's kind of an

anticli mx.
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Go ahead.

(Slide)

DR. ABOUELNASR: We're interpreting the
results. And the conclusion of that, because it
| ooks |ike they were not exposed to el evated
amounts of arsenic, then we do not anticipate that
the children and the staff at that day care would
have any adverse health effects.

| do have copies of both of those reports,
and | will make those available to you in the -- in
t he breakout sessions, if you're interested.

Al'so, this is our contact information, if
you're interested. Okay. Thank you.

MS. WARNER: Were there any direct
guestions with regard to this presentation? Yes?
Coul d you stand and make sure that we -- you can be
hear d?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: How | ong does arsenic
stay in the hair?

DR. ABOUELNASR: Once it's in the hair,
it"'s in that -- that section of hair forever. O
course, your hair grows out and the | onger your hair
is there the nore possibility there is that it can
be coated with other things that m ght have arsenic
init: hair dyes or snoke from sone -- from wood

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565-0064



© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

25
that may have preservatives in it.

So we like to get hair that's very close to
the scalp. The first two inches, maybe about six
nonths is the nost reliable.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Yeah. That -- that just
recently came out. 1'd like to point out that
article was |l ooking at Iow |l evels of arsenic that
are within the -- the -- the normal, what | should I
say? Non-environnmentally exposed popul ation. So
they were | ooking at all the mcronutrients and
conparing them So they took one person who had not
been exposed to high I evels and did not have high
| evel s in her hair and checked -- sent her hair to
several different labs. And the |abs canme back with
| evel s that | ooked |ike they m ght be different, but
they were all very | ow.

And | think that's the issue her is we can
use these -- these tests to | ook for high val ues.
When you get down in the | ow values, we can tell you
that it's within the -- the normal range but we
can't really tell you exactly where you are. So |
think they' re very valuable for |ooking for high
exposures |li ke we m ght have expected to see at the
day care.
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MS5. WARNER: -- questions? And we wil |
need to repeat the questions, Dana --

DR. ABOUELNASR: Oh, |I'm sorry.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: -- question? They were
not able to hear that.

DR. ABOUELNASR: Ckay.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Okay. The first question
was are there adverse health effects associated with
| ow | evel s or arsenic.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Well, the -- the issue of
-- of adverse health effects within the background
| evels, | guess is the question. | guess that's --
that's still up for consideration.

| think basically what we can say here is
t hat those children and staff nmenbers were not
exposed to nore arsenic than normal people. Not
normal people. People who did not attend that day
care.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Ri ght.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (I naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Well, | guess -- first,
let me restate the question. She was saying how --
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how can we state that they did not have greater
exposure than people who are not environnentally
exposed? Because there were several areas in the
day care, with the garden being one of "em that had
el evated | evel s of arsenic.

And that's true, particularly the garden
where the children were nost |ikely digging around
inthe -- in the dirt planting plants. That's
probably the place where they received their highest
exposure of arsenic.

However, arsenic, you need a chronic
exposure to the low |l evels of arsenic. And | -- the
-- the levels that they received whil e gardening
woul d not be a chronic, a |ong-term exposure. It
woul d be a few days here and a few days there. So
it -- that arsenic would be elimnated rather
qui ckly and you woul d not get that |[ong-term
exposure, that -- that daily exposure to thee
| evel s.

The -- the other areas that were high
within the playground were covered with nmulch and
covered with grass. So I-- it appears that the
children did not have as nuch exposure to the soils
in that area.

M5. WARNER: One question here and one here
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and then we'll postpone the rest of the those
guestions for the breakout session.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (I naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Yeah.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Ckay.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Okay. Let -- let ne
restate the question. First, he has a -- a public
heal th statenment from 1983 --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Okay. We do have a new
t oxi col ogical profile for arsenic that cane out | ast
Sept enber, so those -- those are old. But what you
were saying is still valid. He was concerned that
the tests for arsenic in hair were not valid for |ow
exposur es.

What -- what we were | ooking for, though,
was hi gh exposures to the children in the area. W
didn't find any elevated |levels so we did not find
any hi gh exposures.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: If it -- if it stays for
six to 12 nonths?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (I naudi bl e questi on)
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DR. ABOUELNASR: Correct.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (I naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: No. We were |ooking at
the first two inches of hair next to the scalp,

whi ch corresponds roughly to about a six-nonth

exposure.

M5. WARNER: -- one nore question.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e questi on)

DR. ABOUELNASR: Thank you for bringing
that up. | guess | didn't make that clear.

She mentioned that as you are exposed to
arsenic, as it -- it is absorbed into your body it
does not bio-accunulate. [It's excreted out of your
body, usually through your urine, sonmetines -- or
also into your hair. But it does not stay into

your body. That means that you need al nost a | ong-
term exposure to these |low | evel s, day today
exposure to these levels in order to maintain a

| evel of arsenic in your body to produce sonme health
effects at the low -- |low | evels.

MS. WARNER: | think we'll -- I think if |
could ask you to jot your question down and if it's
rel evant at the end of Col. Fiala's presentation
we'll address it there. And if not, during the
breakout session for sure. But we do want to be
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sure that we get all of the information shared this
evening, so Col. Fiala, | think we're ready for you.

Project Briefing - Restoration Advisory Board

and Conprehensi ve Sampling Proposal

COL. FIALA: Okay. Can you hear ne? |Is
this on?

(Pause)

COL. FIALA: Al right. 1'Il stand --
okay.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: |t's on now.

(Laught er)

COL. FIALA: Al right. 1Is this on? Can
you hear ne?

(Pause)

COL. FIALA: Okay. I'Il have to stand up

here and | can't wal k around.

Two things. W're going to -- I'mgoing to
try to cover tonight: Restoration Advisory Board
and then we'll get into the sanpling plan.

Okay. Next slide.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Purpose is to involve the
| ocal community in the decision-maki ng process and
to allow -- in a nore formalized process the
exchange of information, both between us in the
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communi ty and back

Next sl i de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Conposition on what the RAB
is. It includes ny staff. It will include nenmbers
of -- of the EPA. More inportantly, menbers of --
of this community will be on the board, along with
D.C. Health. And we'll bring in |ocal businesses
and -- and -- and other institutions. The key piece
of this is you all will decide who in the community
will represent you on -- on this board.

OCkay. Let me wal k through how we -- how we
do this. What I'mgoing to tell you tonight we' ve
already given -- we've already passed out in your
folder, so if | get -- 1 go a little fast tonight
you can look at it and go through.

We're going to be passing around clipboards
here tonight and ask you if you're interested in --
in one of these two pieces of this to -- to sign up.

And -- and -- and that way we're going to gauge --

we're going to gauge sone interest, whether or not

there is interest in the -- in the community.
Sel ection committee. This -- this -- this
all ows the community to be insulated from-- from

t he Federal agencies that are involved in this so
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t hat enpowers you all to nake the selection who --
who gets on this advisory board.
So the selection commttee, if you -- you -
- you put a check on the checklist, you're
interested, the commttee will be selected -- the
sel ection commttee will be select -- selected by

the Corps in consultation with D.C. and EPA.

A couple things. W'Ill want no nore than
about 10 -- 10 nenmbers on the selection commttee.
We'I| gear fromthat to volunteer interest. And

we're going to | ook for a balance across the
conmmunity. Their purpose is to identify the
selection criteria, review what the RAB does -- |
mean -- excuse nme. Review the applications and to
reconmend to us.

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: If you want to be a RAB
menber, here are -- here are sonme of the
responsibilities of a RAB nenber. And this is an
i nvestment in tinme.

"1l point out that they were | ooking for
people that are -- are willing to participate on a
mont hly basis for about a year to two years. You
attend neetings. You provide individual comrents.
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You -- you bring in issues that the community has.
And at the sanme tinme, you help participate in
revi ewi ng of docunentati on and act as the
i nformation conduit -- another information conduit
back out to the conmunity.

And the bottomline is | can't pay you.

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: What | want to do tonight, and
-- and we'll gauge from-- fromwho signs up, is
whet her or not there's -- there is interest in this.

We heard you back in the community meeting in
February. There was -- there were sone fol ks that -
- that said we think we need a little bit nore
formalized process. And so this is it. And this
allows us to do that.

It' a pretty quick tine line. W' re going
to -- we're going to ask you to identify the
selection committee. |'ll make a decision that who
sits on the selection conmttee. The commttee wll
then get a -- a list of those folks that either sign
up tonight that want to sit on a RAB or sign up here
within next couple weeks. They want to -- to sit on
t he RAB.

They' Il go through the sel ection process.
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They'll lay out for ne. And then again, with --
with EPA and D.C. Health, we'll make a deci sion on
who sits in -- sits init. And we'll hold --

announced the nenbership and hold first neeting, and

| want to try to kick that off about md May. And

that is -- and again, is a -- a fast time |line. But
we want to get on with -- we want to get on with
t hat .

Next sl i de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Two -- two inportant things.
Al ready told you the -- the panphlet if you've got
guestions or concerns. There's nore detailed
information than | -- than | really wanted to cover
t oni ght .

But the other piece is if you sit on the
sel ection commttee, you can't be on the RAB. |If
you want to be on the RAB, you can't be on the
selection commttee. So that -- that insul ates how
-- howthe -- howthe RABis -- is -- is selected
and wor ked.

Okay. Next piece and probably nost
i nportant.

What we have here tonight is -- is what |
woul d call the proposed -- the proposed sanpling

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565-0064



© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

35
pl an.

Next sl i de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Here's ny purpose. |'m going
to lay it out. The proposal includes expanded
sanpling, and we've heard it already, for al
properties in Spring Valley. And we're here to
gauge initial feedback tonight and we're going to
gauge -- feedback over the next 30 days.

Next sl i de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Just the background for those
that -- that -- that don't know

1917 to 19 -- 1919. The arny | eaves 661
acres -- two -- two pieces of the operation. The
American University Experinent Station. That is --
stationed -- that's where we did the chem cal rounds
testing. And -- and delivery things.

And the other piece of -- of the property
was referred to as "Canp Leach.” It was essentially
an engineer training -- training facility. W have
no historical docunents or no indication whatsoever
that any chem cal training were conducted at Canp
Leach.

Cbvi ously, you all live on this property
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now. And | don't need to go into that.

1993 to 1995, the Army, with the Corps of
Engi neers as lead -- as the | ead were out here.

Now, we | ooked at what -- what we call in the

busi ness points of interest or point -- points of
interest. These are -- these are areas where we

t hought potential chem cal rounds di sposal had taken
pl ace. We focused on those based on historica
docunments, aerial photographs, and -- and such. And
we went into those areas. W did the investigation.
And we did soil sanpling testing.

Now, what we did in 1993 to 1995 is we went
down to the existing 1918 topography or el evations
and we tested for a -- a -- a slew of -- of chem cal
contami nants, to include arsenic.

Okay. Next slide.

COL. FIALA: We cane back in 1998 and we
expanded the testing for arsenic, both at subsurface
and -- and surface | evel based on specific POs. W
had to conme in and we | ooked specifically one in
particul ar that, to be honest with you, we m ssed by
150 feet. In "95 we'd been having this nmeeting if -
- if we'd guessed right. And it's not an exact
sci ence.

But as a result of that, our focus has --

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565-0064



© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

37
has been primarily the southeastern portion of AUES,
specifically around Anerican University, d enbrook
ar ea.

Again, | don't need to tell you the

el evated arsenic levels in the soil found around the
-- the AU CDC, along with the nedia coverage has --
has el evated you all's concerns. So here's the
proposal s process. \Where are the generals? Were's
the senior |eadership in the Arny? We heard that in
your comrunity neeting last -- last nmonth. They're
here. Okay. Make no nistake about it. The senior

| eadership is engaged in this process, and we're

dedi cated to -- to nmaking -- cleaning it up
We -- after that community neeting we put
together an initial proposal, and then we -- we took

it to our partners in this: D.C. Health and the

EPA. Now, this project has -- has changed a little
bit in-- in -- in conmposition, and I would tell you
that -- that we are in -- in the soil contam nation

busi ness nore than cheni cal rounds and byproducts
now at this point. And we deferred to the expert in
t hat business and -- and -- and M. Voltaggi o was --
is up here fromthe EPA and he tal ked about that.
And so we |istened very hard to their expertise.
We're not in the business of being the expert in
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soil contam nation; the EPA is.

So with our partners we adjusted the
proposal based on their input and the -- and the
input fromthe D.C. Health Departnent. W vented
this out with a few community nenbers 'cause we ki nd
of wanted to get the -- making sure that we were
-- we were on the right track here. W then
convened the senior |eadership -- a neeting of
seni or | eadership that included the fol ks behind ne
that kind of took the plan that the worker bees had
cone up with and refined that. And what we cane up
with -- with was a proposal that conbi ned a couple
of the option that -- options that we proposed.

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FI ALA: Now, what we heard in both our
meeting |last nonth and on the 6th of March were
these things. You wanted expeditious sanpling of
every property for arsenic. More intense -- an
intensive investigation in certain areas for other
contam nants. You wanted a report to each property
owner on the results. And you wanted a |letter of
certification that the contam nants had been
addressed. And | think that we' ve captured that,
and we -- we checked that again on the 6th of March.
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Next sl i de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: W got together with the
seni or | eadership and -- and they had those sane
concerns. But the bottom bullet was added there.
And it -- it was the sanpling effort needs to be
based on -- on scientific and historical basis and
that we're just not out there sanpling everybody's
property but there's sone science involved in this.

And -- and -- and that's what we're going to |lay
out now.

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FI ALA: Conprehensive sanpling plan.
It's going to include all residents -- residential
properties within the AUS -- AUES property, and non-
residential areas will be divided into half-acre
lots and we will take sanples.

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: This is hard to see up there,

but you got a copy of this in -- in your folder.
And 1"l just -- I'Il make just a couple conmments on
t his.

Down in the far left corner -- far right
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corner where you got the green mark -- and that's
AUES and that's the G enbrook property areas.

That's where we are doing sanpling right now and
that's where the CDC is and -- and -- and we're
continui ng operations right there.

The purple area we are going to call the
central testing area, and |I'Il talk about that in
the future.

And then the rest of the properties outside
that, which is the border of the Spring Valley
property over all

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Okay. Here's how we're going
to do the conprehensive sanpling. W' re going to
take two sanples -- two conposite sanples from each
| ot. Each of those -- each of those sanples are
going to consist of six -- soil taken fromsix --

six specific |locations. W're going to mx 'em
together, put in the -- put "emin a |ab bottle, and
send it to the lab. We'Il do two of those for each
property. So total of 12 areas within your property
will get sanpled. We'll mx 'emtogether and send
'em-- send 'emto the |ab.

In addition, we're going to take subsurface

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565-0064



© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

41
sanpling of 15 percent of the properties across the
whol e area. We typically do that by coring down six
-- six to 10 feet and taking sanples at each -- each
foot |evel.

In addition, in -- in working with the EPA
and D.C. Health, we're also going to sanple for
ot her contam nants. W're still working to identify
what that list is with the EPA and D.C. Health and
we will develop -- develop that contam nation |ist
and -- and the specific areas.

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Very sinply, this depicts it.
|"mgoing to take your -- we're going to take your
property, cut it in half. On the north half, if | -

- if I orient you north and south. W'IIl take --

six sanples to the north of the line, put 'em
together in a bowl, mx "emup, put "emin a sanple
bottle, send "emto the lab. Now, this'l| be the
sane | ab that we've used through the course of this
whol e project so there isn't going to be any
variations on -- on -- on lab to lab, so we'll have
sone consistency. The sane thing with the southern
portion of your property.

Next sli de.
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(Slide)

COL. FIALA: This -- this is a depiction of
how we are going to take -- take the subsurface
sanpling. If I lay the grid across -- across all of
Spring Valley and -- and -- and -- and i nmagi ne that
there were 180 -- 180 squares up there, we will go
and say, okay, we'll take sanples -- subsurface
sanples in here. Again, that's 15 percent sanpling

over the whole course. That excludes the purple

area, which I'lIl talk about, which is the centra
testing area and where we're -- we're conducting
operations down there in conjunction -- or in the

A enbrook and Anmerican University area.

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: In the central testing area,
that's that purple area, we're going to do a little

bit nmore. We're going to take twice as many sanpl es

on those properties. So all in all, you'll have
four conposite sanples taken for 24 |ocations. In
addition, we will take a subsurface sanple on each
| ot .

And again, within the central testing area,
we're going to work sanpling for other contam nants.
Again, we don't have that list yet. W're still
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working with the EPA and D.C. Health to devel op

t hat .
Next sl i de.
(Slide)
COL. FIALA: A followon is if we find
el evated -- an elevated sanple we're going to cone

back in a grid pattern and | ay out sanpling, both
surface and subsurface dependi ng on what we found.

And the sane thing for other contam nants if we find

t hem

Next sli de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Here's the schedule. | know
l"mlaying this out for you tonight. It's a
proposal. We're going to listen to your concerns
tonight on -- on this plan and then we're going to
listen to your concerns over the next 30 days. In

addition to that, the mayor has established a D.C
Scientific Advisory Commttee. W're going to work
t hrough the D.C. Health Departnment to lay out this
plan in front of this conmttee and get their input.
Once we get your input, once we get the
D.C. Scientific Advisory Conmttee, we'll have the
final plan. Between md April and md May then |
gotta work sone contractual things. | also gotta
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ask you for rights -- property right -- property
entry rights. And | need your cooperation in that,

t 0o.

Now, let ne -- let nme arrest sone fears.

" mnot going to come in there with a bulldozer and
tear up your front yard or your back yard. Let ne
descri be what a sanple is.

|"mgoing to take a little piece of your --
your -- your turf -- and we're going to work with
you, by the way, on where you want. It may be in
your garden. 1'mgoing to peel back the grass. [|I'm
going to dig a hole down about six inches. |'m
going to take that soil out, and that's -- that's
what that sanple's going to -- going to be. So it's
not a -- you know, we're not tearing your yards up.

You're not tearing your property up to -- to do
t hese sanpl es.

W will start in -- in where we think the
bi ggest risk is, and that is the central testing
area. We're going to start there in md May and
work through m d August. And then we're going to
expand out and hit the rest of the properties,
focusing on properties and lastly hitting areas that
we don't either have any -- any property devel opnent
done or -- or in sone cases Federal property that we
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have out there.

Lastly, hopefully you all know we've been
very flexible in -- in -- in this process and wil|l
continue to be flexible. So if you got a property
up for sale, we're going to work with you to try to
get your -- your -- your property bounced up on the
priority and sanpl ed.

Okay. Next slide.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: Here's what we owe you when
we' ve finished, okay? You're going to get a letter
from-- frommnmy team down here that |ays out the
results within 45 days of knocking on your door
H, we're the Corps of Engineers or we're a
contractor working for the Corps of Engineers, we're
going to take sanples in your yard. 45 days you
should get a letter from us.

In addition to that, the EPA will also be
sending you a letter after they get the results and

they get the reviews results addressing each

property.

Next sl i de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: What I'mlooking for fromyou
all. 1'mgoing to listen to your conmments tonight.
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We're going to listen to your conments tonight.

But | don't intend to -- to cut it off there.
You' ve got our address. W' ve got e-mail. W' ve
got a web site. | got a fax. The only thing I'm

not going to give you is Brian Plaisted s honme phone
nunmber, okay?

And we're going to consider all that before
we meke a final decision.

Next sl i de.

(Slide)

COL. FIALA: What | can tell you is this --
there aren't any easy solutions here and it's a very
conplex mssion that we're -- we're trying to do.
The Arny's dedi cated, and you heard it fromall the
seni or | eaders that have come up here tonight, we're
dedi cated to -- to bringing you what | woul d cal
best governnment possible. And we're going to --
we're going to be in this thing until we've resol ved

all your concerns.

OCkay. Wth that, I"'mgoing to turn it back
over to -- I"'msorry. Yes, you're right.

Next slide. Next neeting night. See, |
got nmy guy. He's -- he's working, making sure |

didn't screw up
(Slide)
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COL. FIALA: Next neeting date. |I'm
proposing the 1st of May. By then | know whet her
we're going to have a RAB. By then | know whet her
or not we're going to have interest in the community
for a RAB. By then I'll know what your comments
are. And by then I'll know what -- what the plan
is. We'll be able to talk it through.

Ckay. Wth that, we're going to open up
guestions. Susan?

Questi ons and Answers

MS. WARNER: Thank you. Let me, first of
all, address one question that has already arrived
to ne, and that is we're seeing a |lot of slides
here, we can't possibly take all these notes. You
don't need to because these presentations that are
on slides will be on the web site. So don't be
concerned about that aspect.

Now, we will need to go to our neeting
protocol that says that you either pass your
guestion to the center aisle for it to be read over
the m crophone and then our experts will answer it
or you need to go to the m crophones at the m ddle
of the church there for these questions.
Unfortunately, we tried to repeat the question and
so forth but we're not getting -- the court reporter
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is not able to hear us adequately. So we really do
need to have you proceed to the back.

We're going to begin with questions on the
RAB. So if you have questions about -- okay. W
want to get --

COL. FIALA: |I'min charge here, so --

MS. WARNER: All right.

COL. FIALA: -- change the --

MS5. WARNER: He certainly --

COL. FIALA: | can change this. | got --
|"ve got Ted Gordon fromD.C. Health here. Before -

- before we get to questions, there's another piece

to this thing and we ought to be listening -- we
ought to -- we ought to give the floor to -- to Ted,
and -- and 1"l -- I"1l let you.

MR. GORDON: Thank you, Col onel.
Appreci ate that.

Good afternoon. M nanme is Theodore
Gordon. I'mthe Chief Operating O ficer for the
D.C. Departnent of Health. Wat I'd like to -- to -
- to -- to first leave with you is that we have been
wor king very closely with the Corps of Engi neers and
Col. Fiala and the U S. Environnmental Protection
Agency. We've rolled our sleeves up. W know
there's a lot of concerns fromthe community. W
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met with probably over 60 scientists and engi neers
and we rolled our sleeves up and we've cone up with
a sampling protocol that we hope will neet the
needs. We are confident with it fromthe D.C
Depart nent of Health.

We have a responsibility to protect the
health and safety of this comunity. 1|'ve just cone
froma neeting with the mayor. The very -- the
mayor is very nmuch commtted. He has appointed
probably one of the npbst prestigious scientific
advi sory commttees | think in the country.

| also want to commend Col. Fiala, the
Corps, and Tom Vol taggi o. They' ve worked very hard
and there's -- there's a real teammrk spirit. And
we want to nove forward to get this resolved, and we
want to resolve it in a way that you have confort in
your comrunity for your fam lies and your children.

And we al so want to nake sure that there certainly
are no pathways for disease or no one is at risk in
this comunity.

So for further ado, |I'mgoing to ask Dr.
Balis Wal ker, who is the chairman of the Mayor's
Scientific Advisory Commttee, to conme up. Dr.

Wal ker is also a professor of occupational and
envi ronnental nedi ci ne at Howard University and he
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al so chairs the Mayor's Health Policy Council for
the District of Col unbia.

Dr. \Wal ker?

DR. WALKER: Thank you, Ted.

The mayor has asked us to assenble a group
of scientists, and | would rel ease the nanes toni ght
but with the exception of the fact that we have two
scientists at the National Institutes of Health who
are now out of the country and we have not been able
-- been able to confirmtheir participation.

| chair the Committee on Toxicol ogy of the
Nati onal Acadeny of Sciences, and we'll be draw ng
on that resource to work with us in advising the
District of Colunbia as to what additional
procedures are necessary or appropriate. W wll
assist the District in interpreting both the soil
sanpling data and the human data that we will be
able to assenble. And we will nove along as the
sanpling process that's outlined by the col onel
noves al ong. Thanks very much.

MS. WARNER: Ckay. Now | think we're back
and ready to proceed.

The first set of questions we would like to
have addressed are those that are questions about
the RAB. So hold your questions on the sanpling for
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a noment and let's see what questions we have with
regard to the RAB

Gentl eman at the back, is that your
guestion?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yes. Thank you very

much.

MS. WARNER: Thank you.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: First of all, thank you
for organizing this neeting. | think it's very well
done.

| think the RAB idea is an excellent one,
and | commend you for it. | think -- am| correct

in assum ng that 10 of the 20 nmenbers of the
commttee will be fromthe community? That's a
guestion and then a suggestion.

| think that if that is correct there
shoul d be sonme additional nmenbers, substitute
menbers that are available to serve in case of
illness or in case of travel or what not. In other
words, a -- backup system so that the community is
continuously represented. Thank you.

COL. FIALA: Let ne -- let nme respond to
that. Yeah, we can -- we can do -- | was rem ss in
poi nting out that when we forned the -- the RAB
there'll be a co-chair.
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One of the chairs is this guy right here,
Captain Pronotable, soon to be a major, M ke
Pelliquin who, by the way, will be taking over for
Maj or Pl ai sted here this sunmer.
And the other co-chair will be a -- a nmenber
el ected by the community to co-chair. So | want to
make sure that that -- that's clear. | was remss
in that.
We've got a total of 20, so | think -- |
think --
MAJOR PLAI STED: There's a maxi num of 20.
The idea -- the idea is that you get a community
that's too large, then it becones difficult,
unwi el dy, and so maxi nrum of 20. There's probably
going to be five or six or seven, as an exanpl e,
EPA, D.C. Health, the Corps of Engi neers be nenbers.
But it -- the nunber on the -- it's really going to
be dependent on how nmuch interest there is fromthe
community, who -- who -- who and what this election
comm ttee decides as far as how many they think are
appropriate to put forward to Col. Fiala for
actually serving on the RAB.
M5. WARNER: Anot her question on the
RAB at the back m crophone. [|f any of the rest of
you -- let me just say before you pose your
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gquestion, sir -- have questions on the RAB but don't
care to get up and go to the m crophone, if you
woul d pass those to the center aisle and that person
now i s the designated co-facilitator with us. |If
you' Il hold those up we'll pick themup and then
make sure those are answered.

To the back?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | have two issues. One
has to do with the right of entry and the other has
to do with the letters that we would ultimately
receive.

First, is the right of entry in the sane
formthat the nei ghborhood negotiated with the Arny
Corps? |If not, why not?

(Pause)
MR. TURKELL: [|I'mJim Turkell. 1'mthe
chief of Real Estate and ny staff will be working

with the community on obtaining the rights of entry.
The right of entry is in substantially the sane
form There m ght have been a few tweaks in this
| atest round of -- of work that we've been doing
here. Certainly, if you see sonmething in there,
there is -- of concern, just as we went through a
process of refinenent last tine, we are open to any
concerns that you m ght have with respect to the
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ri ght of entry.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Well, it mght help if
you woul d send to soneone whatever you have done
with the formas it was initially negotiated so the

nei ghbor hood woul d know what it is that you have

changed.

The second question has to do with the --
with the letters that we will ultimtely receive.
What will be the financial backing to those letters
so that every home owner will know that they own a

pi ece of property that they can sell with a letter
of assurance fromthe EPA and fromthe Arny Corps
which, if the letter is inaccurate, will have
financial liability attached to the EPA and the Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers?

MR. VOLTAGG G Well, 1'Ill speak for EPA.
We are, again, the experts on chem cal contam nation
and any health risks which may ensue fromit.

Over the past 20 years we have been sendi ng
letters to people who have had their hones or
property sanpled by -- by us. These letters
basically indicate what sanpling was done, what the
results of that sanpling were, and what, if any,
heal th risks ensue from an eval uation of that
sanpling and a determ nation of whether it presents
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any acute or chronic health risks.

That is the extent of the letter that EPA
can provide. It basically says we have sanpl ed your
property, here's what the sanpling shows, here is
the anal ysis of whether or not it presents a short
or long-term health risk.

We have been, oh, probably we've had dozens
of situations where fol ks have wanted nore, folks
have wanted sonme ki nd of assurance beyond that which
we' re capable of providing. W are the experts on
determ ning what is -- what may be health risks from
a sampling that has occurred. W can provide that.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | submit -- | submt that
that is absolutely inadequate. That is not right
for the U S. governnent that was the initial cause
of all of this. The U S. governnent has to be
financially liable for whatever the result of all of
this is. And if you have to get an act of congress,
| would respectfully submt that you should do that.

MR. VOLTAGGI O We are responsi ble for any
contam nation which exists on a property, and the
governnment is here to clean that up. And it will be
based on the sanpling that we do. WMke no -- make
no m stake that the government stands behind its
responsibility to clean up contam nation that it
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finds.

The question that was asked is what would a
letter fromEPA state with regard to what it finds,
what the Corps finds with regard to its sanpling.

We will do that.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yes, but |'m asking nore

than that. 1'm-- 1'masking what will the
financi al backing be for those -- so those -- for
those letters so that a buyer will know that if
sonething is wong with the letter they will be

fully reinbursed by the U S. governnent for whatever

the problemis so that any seller of any hone in

this area will be fully, fully protected?

MR. VOLTAGG O | understand your question.
We can be discussing that within the RAB. | can
tell you what we can -- what we are going into the

di scussion with based on the history and experience
of what we've done. This is definitely a subject
for us to discuss further.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Well, | would submt this
is the single nost inportant --

MR. VOLTAGG O  Under --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: -- subject other than the
health and the safety or otherw se the paper's only
worth what has been written on it, which isn't
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actually very nmuch.
MR. VOLTAGGI O | -- | just would say that
the -- the involvenent of the governnent for the
| ast seven years is indicative of the cleanup that
wi |l be occurring when we find contam nati on.
MS5. WARNER: |If | could rem nd you that
we' re addressing questions on the RAB at this point.
We have not noved to questions on the sanpling.
These are questions on the RAB. And I will have to
ask you to step back if that's not the nature of
your questi on.
Gentleman in the back, | believe you were
next .

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Ckay. Col. Fiala, you
menti oned no conpensation for the community menbers.
| was wondering if you could discuss the technical
support or assistance grants that -- that you -- on

sone occasions provide to the community?

COL. FIALA: | can go ahead and address
that. There's a programcalled the Techni cal
Assi stance Program Generally, it's up to $25, 000
for a restoration -- for an individual or a group of
i ndividual s to advise the Restoration Advisory Board
on technical matters. That -- that's renewabl e over
several years, | think a maxi num of 50, 000 or
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$100, 000 total over the tinme period.

So what it does is allows the Restoration
Advi sory Board to have sonme independent expertise.
Cbvi ously, you all are not experts in arsenic or
soil sanpling necessarily, but it does allowthe
Restoration Advisory Board to have that outside
expertise that's not com ng fromthe Corps of
Engi neers or fromthe EPA

MS5. WARNER: Are there additional questions
on the RAB?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: My question is on the
RAB. | am Mary Bresnahan, and my question is
regardi ng the RAB and who woul d have -- who woul d be
t he point person to have contact with the D.C
governnment and the coordinating of all of the
activities that fall under the D.C. governnment, in
particul ar when it comes to activities that are in
progress regarding the Zoning Comm ssion and the
Board of Zoni ng Adjustnent and further processing
appl i cations?

(Pause)

MR. GORDON: Wth reference to any
construction activities going on in the conmmunity,
we have notified the director of the D.C. Departnent
of Consuner Regul atory Affairs. W have provided
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themwith a map of the community and we' ve defi ned
the points of interest. And we've requested that
any permt applications that are filed we be
notified imediately before any issuance so that we
can provide technical consultation and coordinate
with the Arny Corps of Engi neers.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Does this also apply to
t he Zoni ng Commi ssion?

MR. GORDON: We will coordinate with the
Zoning Comm ssion if -- if -- if necessary and
appropriate, yes.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you very nuch

(Pause)

ASSI STANT: | have a RAB question fromthe
audi ence. MWMhat is the criteria for selecting the
RAB and who deci des?

MAJOR PLAISTED: It was stated on the slide
the selection criteria for the RAB is actually
establi shed by the selection commttee. So the
menbers of the selection commttee decide what the

criteria are for the individuals who serve on the

RAB. And what -- the selection commttee really
isn't -- is an ability for the community to decide
who is actually going to sit on the -- on the

Restoration Advisory Board.
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The selection comrittee will be based on
t hose peopl e who vol unteer based on the -- the sign-
in sheets that we've passed around. Col. Fiala
makes the determ nation about the selection
commttee in consultation with the D.C. Health
Departnent and EPA. So what we're trying to do is -
- is the selection commttee, hopefully, will be
sonmewhat of an independent body, make -- | ook at all
t he Restoration Advisory Board applications, and
t hen make a recomendati on back to Col. Fiala and
D.C. Health and EPA about these are the peopl e that
we feel are best qualified to serve on the -- the
Restoration Advisory Board.

MS5. WARNER: Are there additional questions
on the RAB? And if you would -- if you have any, if
you woul d pass those to the center aisle if you're
not willing or wish to get up and present? May |
assunme that those that are holding politely, and I
t hank you for so doing, have questions on the
sanpling? |Is that correct?

Okay. Excuse nme, sir. As you' re wal king
back, on the sanpling?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Yes.

M5. WARNER: Ckay. | think we're then
ready to nove to that. That closes out the
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guestions at this point on the RAB. However, if you
recall fromour earlier structure, there will be one
of our breakout sessions on the RAB, so further
guestions on RAB can be addressed there.

We' Il now begin with our questions on the
sanpling procedure. GCentleman at the -- or person
at the back? I'msorry. | can't quite see that
person.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: -- got my new haircut
t oday.

|'"'mDr. Rosa Quinn. | work for a conpany
that's providing support for property owners in
Spring Valley. And | have a couple questions about
t he proposed sanpling plan. | guess aside fromthe
gquestion | think that's arisen earlier about
conpositing of sanples which can serve to dilute hot
spots -- I'Il sort of leave that '"cause |I think it's
been addressed before.

My ot her question really has to do with
this additional suite of analytes that's going to be
applied to sone of the sanples that are going to be
collected fromthe deep borings. | want to know
whet her there are results avail able for sone other
| ocati ons, sone |ocations that have al ready been
sanpl ed for these additional suite of analytes?
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Basically, the question is everybody's focusing on
arsenic. \What about some of the other conpounds
that are problematic?

And the next question has to do with data-
sharing. O course, every individual is going to be
provided a letter stating what happens with their
property, but what about areas where sonebody m ght
be concerned about a conprehensive set of the data?

You know, what's happening in your neighbor's yard
or across the street? What were the general
results? How is that going to be presented or dealt
with with the sanpling and data handli ng?

MAJOR PLAI STED: Let ne start with the --

t he question on other analytes. There has been
previ ous sanpling for, as an exanple, nustard agent
and mustard agent breakdown products, lucite agent,
cyanide. That was done in the '93 to "95 tinme franme
at various depths. Those were all taken at the 19-
18 surface | evel, so sonme places that nay have been
on the surface, sone places that may have been two,
three, four, seven feet and deep.

So that sanpling essentially showed no --
none of those contam nants were detected at those
particul ar | ocations. They sanpled predom nantly at
the points of interest. There was, | think, eight
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primary points of interest that are all within the
central testing area that you see in that -- that

purpl e area on the map.

As far as the -- | think the second part of
t he question -- senior nonent here.
(Pause)

MAJOR PLAI STED: Onh, data. That's right.
The -- the sharing of the data. There -- there wl
be a renedial investigation report that comes out
after -- so the individual property owners will get
a letter. When we get done with the entire sanpling
everywhere, there'll be a remedial investigation
report which will have the sanple data for all of
the sanples that were taken. So that report woul d
be avail able for people to ook at as a -- as a
holistic manner all the sanples that were taken
t hr oughout the -- the neighborhood.

(Pause)

MAJOR PLAI STED: ©Oh. Yeah. Also -- we
also will continue to send out our newsletter as
well with, you know, general sanple results. W
won't necessarily send out specific, you know,
val ues for a particular property but we'll generally
tell, say we've got these elevated levels in this
particul ar area that we would need to be addressed.
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M5. WARNER: And since we have several
people who are really playing by the rules, | want
to acknowl edge you on this side on my right in the
green shirt, dark green shirt first, and the
gentl eman over here with the red -- maroon shirt on
second, and then sir, that you stepped up. So if we
could go in that order, please? Thank you.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: |'m Randy Bl ake, and this
guestion's to the Arny Corps of Engi neers
specifically.

| live a stone's throw fromthe central --
so-called central testing area, specifically the --
the old nustard field, although I guess I'm
technically outside of that at this point. And what
| would like to see is strong consideration given to
possi bly expediting the soil testing programto the
sites that are outside the central testing so that
we don't potentially have to wait all the way -- all
the way until Decenber or January.

| understand that you do have to expedite
testing on the central testing area, although many
of those properties have al ready been -- been | ooked
at, you know, one tinme around, although, you know,
certainly, those are the greatest concern. But |
think the rest of us do have a | ot of concern, too,
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based upon anecdotal evidence that |'ve picked up by
many people who are outside the central testing --
the central testing area going ahead and spendi ng
2500 to $5000 to get their properties privately
tested. And | think there's certainly a | evel of
anxi ety that -- that people feel outside of those
areas and -- which are -- which obviously everybody
knows are not very clearly defined. They're pretty
much done by, you know -- you know, best guess by
phot ogr aphi ¢ evidence and so forth, which I think we
al I under st and.

Sol'd like to see the Arny Corps of
Engi neers -- you know, again, this is a question but
al so sonething to think about as well as the
citizen's advisory folks to think about, trying to
expedite that to nmove it up. Maybe we have
simul taneous testing. It's probably not going to
cost you too nuch nore anyway by hiring duplicate --
you know, hiring several crews to work at the sane
time. You' re just going to get it done quicker
And maybe you could shed sone -- sonme views on that

at this point.

MAJOR PLAI STED: | understand your point.
And -- and as an exanple, | don't think your
property would be tested in -- in Decenber. | think
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it certainly would be tested probably shortly after
the central testing area would be done. Just
because there's a |l ot of non-residential areas that
certainly are going to be at the end of the -- the -
- that additional testing period. So | think nost

of the residential properties are going to be done,

you know, by the -- by the fall. You know, md,
late fall, sonmewhere in there.

As far as your -- your -- the issue about,
you know -- oh, nore than one team W' ve already -

- we've already actually set up a plan for four
teans to sanple so we're -- we're already | ooking at
addi tional teans right now to do nore sanpling. One
of the, probably, the constraints is the |ab. The
lab is actually going to bring on different --
addi tional shifts in order to handle all of the --
the sanples that we're going to generate. W're
tal ki ng probably in excess of, you know, five, siXx
t housand sanples that we're tal king about here in
this area, and that's a | ot of sanple for the -- for
the labs to handle. And so they're going to
actually bring on additional sanple processors in
order to address that.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Any further information
as we -- as we go through the comrenting process on
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t he mechanics of that | think would help, too.
MAJOR PLAI STED: Ckay.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: VWhich |I'"m sure you'l
share with us, but of course we haven't gotten it,
you know, --

MAJOR PLAI STED: Ckay.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: -- up to now. Thank you.
(Pause)
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you. | welcone the

proposal to sanple every property in the area. |
have two questions. First is in relation to the
limted sanpling that's taking place outside the
core area. What is the reason for not testing for
ot her contam nants? Are you confident that there
are no possible other contam nants? And in relation
to that, I wonder whether there's any proposal to
share the information which is already being

gat hered by people who have had private sanpl es
done?

My second question relates to advice from
the D.C. Health Board that was published in "The
Washi ngton Post"™ that although it's safe to go out
into the yard it is better to avoid any contact with
the soil. Anyone with children under five will know
that is |ike asking a cat not to wash. It is
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virtually inpossible and our children have obvi ously
been in regular contact with the soil throughout the
summer for the last two years. And therefore, we
are a bit concerned about that advice. | wonder
whet her D.C. Health Board could say whether that
advice still stands and therefore how we should try
and avoid any adverse consequences before the
sanpling is done and the all clear given? Thank
you.

MAJOR PLAI STED: On other contam nants, we
are | ooking at other contam nants outside of the
central testing area. That's part of our | ooking at
t he aerial photographs, the historical
docunmentation. So we will be doing additional
sanpling outside of -- of that area -- outside of
the central testing area for other contam nants.

Then al so, on the sharing of private
sanpling, sonme people have shared those results with
us, asked for, maybe, sone input on that. | don't
bel i eve we have the ability to share the private
results that we get with other property owners. |
believe that's really a privacy issue. |If they want
to share that, then that would be fine but we -- we
don't have any intention of -- of sharing results --
private results with -- with other property owners.
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MR. GORDON: First of all, you don't want
to believe everything you read in "The Washi ngton
Post." Let me just say that.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: They were quoting the
D.C. Heal th Board.

MR. GORDON: | know, but --

(Laught er)

MR. GORDON: Well, I won't go there.

(Laught er)

MR. GORDON: We have -- in the Departnent
of Health have published "The Spring Valley
Newsl etter™ that we're distributing throughout the
community. And we have in this newsletter provided
protective gui dance.

Mowi ng. You can use your |awn nower and
your | eaf blower. However, when operating them
protect yourself frominhalation or ingestion of
dust by wearing a sinmple dust mask that can be
purchased at any hardware store.

Gardeni ng and other yard work. Use
protective gloves to reduce contact with the soil.

Consum ng vegetabl es grown in your yard or
your garden. At this tinme we are advising that
residents do not eat hone-grown vegetables until
further testing has been conpl et ed.
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Spending time in yard. W don't feel that
you or your children or your pet should stay out of
your yard. However, try to mnim ze your contact
with the soil. Use sinple hygiene practices to
reduce the possibility of exposure. And then we
al so provide -- and what we've done on the
construction activities.

It's basically comopn sense. W know t hat
there may be contam nants in the soil. If -- if --

if you're kicking up dust, if it's at the surface

level, if you' re gardening, protect yourself. It's
conmmon sense. |If there's grass and there's a heavy
growt h and you don't have exposure to soil, then | -

- | would say that the risk is extrenely m nimal.
But we want to take protective cautions until we've
brought this to closure.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you. | wonder if
it would be possible to share the -- the -- ternms of
reference for the new sampling plan with the
community along with some information about the
det ai | ed budget breakdown?

The second point is that |I'm concerned
about the hydrol ogical inpact of the central testing
area and the watershed and wonder what, if anything,
is being considered to -- to | ook at the adjacent
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area where the watershed i npact could be
significant?

Then a suggestion related to that. The
maps that you have devel oped are quite good but it's
very, very hard to pick out the points of interest.

The numbering system on the map i s al nost

illegible, and it would help enornmously for purposes
of discussion to have a -- a nore |egible nunbering
system

COL. FIALA: [I'Ill try to answer the budget
pi ece. | guess if your question is there enough
noney, the answer is yes. | have enough noney to --
to lay out what | proposed here. And if at sone
poi nt we don't, the Departnment of the Arny has
al ready assured us that they'll nove noney from
other -- other -- other projects within the Fed's
programto neet those things. So I don't have a
funding issue, so if that -- hopefully that answers
that first part --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Well, |1'm also concerned

about the detailed ternms of reference and how you're

going to carry this out. 1Is -- is there such a
thing? O how do you -- how do you proceed with
this plan once you've decided or once the -- all of

the parties concerned decided that this is the plan
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that you want to go ahead with?

COL. FIALA: Okay. Once | decide howto
pl an -- you nean what --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yeah, | nean --

COL. FIALA: -- the cost --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Usually -- usually in the
Cor ps of Engi neers at any project that | know about
has a detailed terns of reference that spells out
the -- the technical specifications that have to be
followed in order to render the product, what kind
of specialized information is going to be needed,

t he database, the kinds of specialized inputs from
sone peopl e that know what they' re doing.

COL. FIALA: Yeah.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: That ki nd of thing.

COL. FIALA: | -- we've -- we're really not
changi ng anything. W're just expanding. W've
done this for -- for quite a -- quite a few nonths
now. So -- so we have the protocol. W have the
specifications. W' re just expanding what we're
doi ng.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: So -- so am | to conclude
fromthat that there would be no problemin sharing
that with the community if anyone is --

COL. FIALA: No, there --

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565-0064



© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

73

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: -- interested?
COL. FIALA: -- there isn't a problemwth
that. | think we can do that, right? The

specifications. Yeah, yeah. That's what you --

yes.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yeah. Yeah.
(I naudi bl e comrent)
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Near the central testing
area. How you plan to -- what are your current

t hought s about handling the issue of hydrol ogy?

COL. FIALA: [|I'mgoing to have Brian --
Brian hel p, but --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yeah

COL. FIALA: -- let me -- let nme get
sonet hing on the table here and -- and assure you.

One of the other jobs that the Baltinore
District Corps of Engineers has is -- is we -- we
run the Washi ngton aqueduct right out of the road.
OCkay. We pull water out of the Potonmac River, store
it in the -- |lake and McM Il an Reservoir and anot her
reservoir down the road. We nonitor the quality of

water comng in, out in the process. D.C Health

has -- has got access to that data. There has not
been one indication that we have -- have seen any --
any -- any levels of arsenic in those sanpl es.
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I n addition, we have taken sanples in the
d enbrook -- around the G enbrook properties, pulled
wat er out of the tap and found -- found no -- no
i nstances or no problens there.

We are working right now with the D.C.

governnment to -- to see whether or not we can
address ot her hydrol ogi cal problens. But -- but I
will tell you, and | got Brian standing up here

because | may get the data wong, but when we --
when we were excavating in the large pit in the
G enbrook area we went down 19 feet and we didn't
hit any water and we didn't hit any -- any problem
And to my know edge, we've -- we've tested what
surface water that we've -- we have in the area and
found no indications at this point.

The geol ogic structure of -- of -- of the
area makes it awfully hard to find ground water or a
ground water pollution or plunme because it's a
fractured type geologic formation. But one of the
ways we can get around that is -- is do sone nore
sanpling of -- of -- of surface -- surface water and
if there are any wells or anything pull sanples out
of the wells.

But at this point, if you all are asking is
your water safe, | think I got concurrence with D.C
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-- D.C. Departnent of Health. | nmean the water that
you're pulling out of your tap is -- is -- is safe
and will be.

MAJOR PLAI STED: The only other thing
woul d add is that we have sanpled in East Creek and
also in MIl Creek. [I'mnot sure if that
necessarily addresses all of the watersheds you're
concerned about, but sanpl es have been taken in both
those locations with no el evated levels in either of
t hose except for the very upper reach of East Creek
near Anerican University.

MR. GORDON: We have absol utely no evidence
of any contam nation of the drinking water system at
all. However, we are going to be nonitoring sone
streans. W are going to be conducting biol ogi cal
studi es of those streans to see what the aquatic
life is in those streanms. There have been sone
sanpl es that have been taken and shown sone
contam nation and sedi ment of those surface body
waters. We're going to be nonitoring those waters
and we are going to be in discussions with EPA.

We have what they call a TVMDL schedul e, and
that's Total Maxinmum Daily Loadi ng. We know that
things run off, soil runs off, soil erosion into our
streans and is carried in our water bodies. W wll
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be in negotiations with EPA about shifting our TMDL
schedul e to sone of these surface water bodies to
det erm ne whet her or not there's any inpact on our
streans.

Last but not |east, we have gathered 20
years of surface water quality data and drinking
wat er data that we have provided to the chairman of
the Scientific Advisory Commttee, and we're asking
themto review that 20 years of data to determne if
in fact there has been any inpact. So we are
| ooking at surface water and ground water and al so
the aquatic life of our streams within this
community. Thank you.

MS. WARNER: The gentleman in the blue

shirt and then Laurie, to you. You had picked up

three -- two or three questions, | think, that would
fall next in line. Then we'll go back over to -- to
this side.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you. My nane is
Frank Anastacy. | am not a nenber of the Spring
Val l ey community, but | live in Rockville, Maryl and.
|"ma community technical advisor and |I've hel ped
in restoration advisory boards and other comrunity
groups at Superfund sites around -- actually, al
over the country right now.
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And | had a couple of questions that |
don't want to ask themto corner anyone. | want to
try to help because that's what | try to do in these

si tuati ons.

But first of all, in response to the -- the
gentl eman's question, it seemed to be -- before ne.
He was asking -- | think he was asking about your

sanpling plans. And don't you all maintain a
repository where you have your approved sanpling
pl ans avail able for people to review if they're
interested in learning the details of how you're
sanpling, what you're sanpling, how you're
anal yzing? Don't you all mintain that somewhere?
MAJOR PLAI STED: There is -- there is a
public repository at the Palisades Library.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Right. So that's a good
bit of information that some people may not know.
The second -- the first question, really,
has to do with the -- the sanpling and the anal ysis
for arsenic, which seems to be the contam nant of
concern here. A really inportant aspect of |ooking

at are we exposed to a contam nant or not is the

bi o-availability of -- of the elenent that may be
causing a problem In this case it's arsenic. And
just like there may be asbestos here in this
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building, if it's contained it's not presenting a
risk or -- it's not -- we're not being exposed to it
here today.

And if the arsenic in the ground here -- it
may be here in high concentrations, but if it's not
bi o-available -- that is, if the chem cal state is
not such that it can be rel eased and absorbed into a
body or breathed and absorbed into the |ungs or
exposed to vegetation and taken up by vegetation or
animal life, then it may not or is not presenting a
risk.

So ny first question is have you all done
any chem cal speciation, which is the technical term
for finding out what kind of conplex this arsenic is
into see if it is in fact bio-available to people?

Because that is an inportant factor that's
soneti mes overl ooked in investigations. So that's -
- that's ny first question.

MAJOR PLAI STED: We have not done that yet,
but we are planning to do that. So we are going to
| ook at the speciation issue.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Ckay. The second
guestion is they -- those other sanples over the 15
percent of the area, |I'm wondering what -- how are
you all selecting the |ocations for those? |Is that
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a random scientific method or is it based on
hi storical information that there nay be a reason to

sanpl e here versus there?

MAJOR PLAISTED: It'll be random
(Pause)
ASSI STANT: |I'mgoing to try to consolidate

several of the comments that |'ve been hol ding on
to, so I'll be asking you several questions. If --
maybe you could wite them down, Susan?

Many, if not all of us have done extensive
property renovation. A six-inch sanple may be only
new top soil brought in. WII| deeper sanples be
taken fromrenovated properties if owners request
it?

Second question. Are you only planning to
sanple residential properties or are you sanpling
commercial properties in Spring Valley? How are the
| ong-term enpl oyees and busi ness nen and wonen
ranked on the Army's priority scale?

(Pause)

ASSI STANT: | see she's trying to wite it
down. Okay. Let ne read the third question.

MAJOR PLAI STED: Let ne -- let nme just
answer - -

ASSI STANT:  Ckay.
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MAJOR PLAI STED: -- the first one. As far
as going deeper, that's certainly a good coment.
We' || take that under advisement. That -- that --
t hat was not sonething that we had necessarily
| ooked at. Generally, exposure that is nost
concerning is in that zero to six inch range, but
that certainly is a valid comment. W' Il take that

under advi senent.

As far as -- it's all properties, both
residential and non-residential. So all properties
wi Il be sanpled.

ASSI STANT:  And how are the -- long-term

enpl oyees and busi ness nen and wonmen ranked on the
Arnmy's priority scale?

MAJOR PLAI STED: |'m not sure --

ASSI STANT: Actually, | guess that doesn't
have to do with soil sanpling, but --

(Laught er)

MAJOR PLAI STED: Certainly, the first
priority is inthe -- is in the central test --
testing area. Then it would be other residenti al
areas. Certainly, the non-residential conmmerci al
properties would be included in that. | think, as
an exanple, this -- this building right here is
actually, obviously, a non-residential property
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that's within the testing area. And then we woul d

sort of -- those areas that -- as an exanple, the
Del carlia Park on the other -- the west side of
Del carlia Parkway is Federal property, not -- not
used at all. So that would be probably the | owest
priority.

ASSI STANT: Ckay. Last question, and
probably for you, sir, Major Plaisted.

MAJOR PLAI STED:  Mm hmm

ASSI STANT: W Il the park | and between
Hi 1| brook and Quebec be sanpl ed? WMany kids play
there and residents walk through it. WII adjacent

residents be notified of any problens in the park?

MAJOR PLAI STED: Certainly. That -- that
park land, if it's -- if it's a separate |ot, we'l
-- we'll treat it as a separate lot. If it's a part
of -- of individual properties then we'll sanple it
as part of individual properties. And -- and we
will certainly allow, you know, neighbors to -- to

know what the results are there.

(Pause)
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yes. | -- | live at
Spring Valley. | don't -- sure | understand why

peopl e who don't |ive here are here, but in any
event, 1'd like to, | guess, offer one observation
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on a change. | think there's been a dramatic change
and | want to comrend the government for that from
t he February nmeeting to now.

And particularly, Tom Voltaggio, | want to
commend your people. 1've been on the phone with
themsix to 10 tinmes over the past three weeks in
terms of M. Christian and others about devel oping a

sanpling plan, and | can see that they really have

nmoved forward fairly aggressively fromwhat |I'm used
to at other sites. So | think -- | think the
nmessage was heard, and I think we -- we, in sone

respects, want to try to | ook forward.

| think the -- the point that was raised
before, and I -- | amgoing to tal k about the
sanpling point just for a second, is that we're
concerned about health, obviously, as the key thing.

A nunber of us are al so concerned about property
values. And a lot of that's going to be dependent
on the sampling plan and the sanples that's
devel oped.

And you basically said you're open to
comments. You're open to questions about the
conposite nature of the sanples. You' re open to
guestions about the location. The grids that you
sel ected may not be adequate. |If you |look at the --
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ASTM st andard for property sales you nay have to
take 'em cl oser together. And | think that type of
a thing we mght want to get into in terns of how
many you take on each location. That's not a health
concern. That's nmore of a property val ue concern.
But it could be a health concern.

| think we also need to | ook at the UXO
i ssue that was raised last tinme. | think by the
adm ssion of sonme, sone of the equipnent that was
used to look for the inmage -- ordi nance was not
necessarily adequate, and | think we heard that
graphically described last tine. So | don't think
|"d |like to see that abandoned, and |I'd hate to,
while you're doing these tests, find things in the
soi|l because the equi pment you use is very different
t han some of the equi pnment that you've used at other
sites in ternms of the ability to detect things.

| think we heard a description last tinme at
the neeting that there were UXOis what? Six inches
put down or sonmething to that effect by the trailer
that could not be detected by the equi pnment that we
used. So | think all these things are going to have
to be sort of woven into the sanpling plan.

We al so heard last tine a |lot of concern
about the AU plan, digging up on Tilden Street, et
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cetera. And I'mstill concerned that there's not a
| ot of coordination in terms of the dust and ot her
things that are -- are going to be created if those
pl ans, which have al ready been pernmanent, go
forward. So I'd like you to take a | ook at that.

Lastly, | think I'd like to understand if
you' Il make available to us. | just |earned
yesterday that WC. N.N. MIler had had a | awsuit
agai nst the Corps -- the Arny that was settled for
years ago for a substantial anmount of noney. And
there were a | ot of documents produced in that case
that are under seal. And I think we ought to -- as
a community, are entitled to see those, so I'd |like
to request that the Arny -- the Arny JAG Corps or
whonmever go ahead and nove to take those out from
under seal so we can explore them

Lastly, M. Voltaggio, | talked to your
staff about the fact that the Palisades Library
record is entirely inadequate. There are nore
docunents referenced that are not there than are
there. And | think we need to figure out a better
way to get information available to the conmmunity in
a central locale. So I'd like -- | think that has
to be worked on, too.

But | think the -- the sanpling plan has
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got to be carefully |ooked at. M concern is that
you have the RAB after the sanpling plan. W need
sone technical expertise to look at this plan and to
work with you on it. Not to fight you but to work
with you and to get this thing nmoving forward with
the | east amount of publicity possible. So I'd just

-- if there's a way to try to neld those things

together, | would appreciate it.

(Pause)

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Hello. [I'ma resident of
Spring Valley many years ago. |'ve been gone for a

few years and | can very well appreciate that you
all are concerned with the present and the future.
But you have a whole community of the past, and |I'm
curious as to how you're going to get in touch with
t hem and take nedical histories and things because,
trust me, they have problens and it needs to be
dealt with.

So I'"mcurious as to how you're going to
handl e that. Thank you.

(Pause)

MR. GORDON: One of the -- one of the
t hi ngs that we have done in our newsletter and we've
advocated is we have a hotline for anyone who has
been a resident of Spring Valley, who is currently a
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resi dent that has nedical concerns or past nedical
i ssues that they think nay be associated. W have a
set of physicians who will contact you back fromthe
D. C. Departnent of Health based on the information
t hat you provide.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Sir, may | ask? | -- |
did call your office and | spoke with your assistant
and she had no knowl edge of a hotline.

MR. GORDON: Well, --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: And al so, how does
soneone go about being put into the real m of
statistic? And also, where do they go to get
tested? Do they go to a private physician or do
they come to the Health Departnent?

MR. GORDON: The -- the Health Depart nent
wi |l advise you on what type of clinical direction

you shoul d take based on the information that you

provide. | don't know who you spoke to at my office
as an assistant, but we have set up a hotline. It
is published. 1'Il be nore than happy to provide it

with you after we | eave here.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you

MR. GORDON: Dr. -- Dr. Andrew Shanos is
the senior deputy director for primary care and
public health. Dr. Shanpos is a physician. W also
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have Dr. M chael Richardson, who's the chief of our
chronic disease program W have a battery of
doctors that will respond to your questions and
provi de you with whatever clinical guidance that is

necessary based on the information that's presented.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | just want to say one
thing to the population of Spring Valley. | grew up
there. 1 love that neighborhood. Don't take this

too lightly. Be very serious about what's going on

i n your nei ghborhood.

(Pause)

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | have a question about
the scientific advisory panel. First, I"'mthrilled
that we have Dr. Balis Wal ker. | know of his work

by reputation and we're extrenely |ucky to have him
chairing this particul ar panel.

What |' m wonderi ng about is because you' ve
heard the range of issues that have been brought up
here. Should we be doing water sanpling as a proxy
to see what's going on? What about ot her
contam nants? The range of expertise we're going to
need goes beyond just sonme of the health expertise,
and |'m not clear whether that's going to be part of
t he advi sory panel or whether we're going to be
relying on Corps hydrogeol ogi cal experts or where
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t hat expertise conmes from particularly because the
sanpling plan -- we don't know the results yet so we
can't |look at the health issues, but we do -- we do
need sone of that other expertise early on.

DR. WALKER: We wi |l have represented on
t he advisory conmttee all of the appropriate
di sciplines: epidem ol ogy, toxicology, preventive
medi ci ne, we'll have the whole [ist. That's one of
the reasons why we are not able to share with you
t he nanmes toni ght, because we haven't conpl eted our
recruitment process. Thank you very mnuch.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Hello. | ama Spring
Val l ey --

MR. GORDON: Excuse me. | would just |ike
to add a further comment. W also in the Departnment
of Health have hydrogeol ogists on staff that will be
monitoring this effort. W have what | would |ike
to characterize as one of the best water quality
prograns in the country. W have one of the best

water quality engineers and a staff of engineers

that will be participating and providing information
and reviewing data. It is not limted just to our
core team We are nobilizing our -- our entire

envi ronnental health adm nistration and the
expertise that we have in that adm nistration to
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provi de assistance to the advisory panel.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | am a Spring Valley
resident and | have already had my property tested.
We have a property which is slightly less than a
hal f acre. And the Corps of Engineers canme in
August and Septenber and tested in 14 different
| ocations in our property. | have some questions
about the results that they have sent to ne and |
think that other people m ght have sim | ar questions
after their property is tested, so | thought it
m ght be pertinent to ask.
14 spots in a half an acre nmay sound |like a
lot, but nmy -- ny question, if -- if the Corps has
actually m ssed other locations in the past, what is

to guarantee that there m ght not be contam nation

10 feet away fromone -- fromwhere -- from where ny
property -- another site where ny property was
tested?

|"mal so very concerned about qualifiers
which were -- were attached to each of the findings.
Of the 14 sanples that were taken on ny property,
14 sanples were qualified with the remarks that the
result is estimated due to a m nor QAQC problem 13
of the 14 sanples were qualified with the words
"sanple was diluted due to matrix interferences."”
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Are these findings still valid even though they have
these qualifiers attached to thenf

And ny | ast question regards why the levels
of arsenic, even though they're within acceptable
l[imts, are nuch higher at the surface, within the
first six inches of our soil, than they are several
feet down. |Is this environmental or is there sone
ot her expl anation for it?

MAJOR PLAI STED: Let ne start. The
guestion about qualifiers. The qualifiers -- |
don't know the specifics on your property.
CGenerally, the dilution question had to do with the
fact that there was sonmething in the soil that was
interfering with the arsenic test that was being
conducted and so they needed to dilute that
particul ar sanple in order to do the test
appropriately.

The -- the estimated qualifier, I -- I'd
have to check to be sure, but it may have had to do
with dig -- we also get quality assurance
information fromthe |ab about -- and it has to be
certain EPA-specified values. And so if it falls
just outside of that range it's still valid data but
the EPA's validation rules require us to put a
qualifier on it saying that it's estimted.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565-0064



© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

91

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: So they're qualified
valid rules or valid findings?

MAJOR PLAI STED: Yes, they're still valid
findings. Absolutely. That's correct. They're --
they're still -- they're still valid findings.

As far as the surface being higher, it
probably has to do with, you know, as an exanpl e,
there's lots of different ways that arsenic can get
onto your soil. Pesticides and herbicides often had
arsenic in themup until, you know, the last 30 or
40 years, so the early part of this century there
was arsenic in those. Burning of coal was quite
frequent, you know, obviously, in the early part of
the century. That may have led to sone arsenic
bei ng deposited, you know, fromthe coal dust or
coal burning, so.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Well, presumably, the top

six inches of soil, though, has been somewhat turned
over in the past, you know, 30 to 50 years. But |I'm
just wondering if this is a result of -- of arsenic

that's been borne in the air as a result of sonme of
the cleanup that's gone on.

MAJOR PLAI STED: No, | don't think so. The
-- the -- the background -- EPA took sanples from
outside of the Spring Valley area and those val ues
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ranged fromthree to about 18 parts per mllion.
That was sort of the range. They took about 30
sanples. Cenerally, nost of those values fell
bet ween about three and 10 or 11 parts per mllion.

But there is -- there is -- there's arsenic
everywhere in the soil and there's a certain |evel
of arsenic in that human -- humans are adding
arsenic, unfortunately, you know, with our -- sone
of our other, you know, pesticides and herbicides.
So -- so that's what we're using as a background
range is three to 18 parts per mllion.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: And can you address ny
guestion about the -- the potential arsenic
contam nation in areas other than the -- those --
those smal|l areas that you' re testing?

MAJOR PLAI STED: Sure. The -- the -- the -
- sampling is really looking at trying to identify
where are there potential for arsenic el evation.
You know, and that -- and then we go back and do the
grid sanpling on that particul ar area.

As an exanple, we just -- we're just
getting the results back on sone of the properties
al ong Rockwood Par kway. One property that we
sanpled didn't have any -- didn't have any el evated
conposite levels but we sanpled it because all other

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565-0064



© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

93
properties | ooked |ike they would be el evated. W
found that none of the sanples that we took on -- in
that particular grid were elevated, so we think it's
a valid process of screening for elevated arsenic
| evel s and then going back with the next |evel of
sanpling, which is gridding the property off to find
out exactly what are those |levels and where -- where
are they on the property.

We -- we generally -- the -- the screening
criteria that we use is, you know, 13 parts per
mllion. |If it's above that, then -- then we're
wanting to go back and do additional sanpling.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: And so the properties
t hat have been tested and have found no el evated
levels will not be tested further?

MAJOR PLAI STED: That's correct.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you

(Pause)

ASSI STANT: |'m consol i dating several
conmments which have to do with the |arge-scale earth
moving in the area. What is the Corps doing to
track the history of |arge-scale earth noving,
especially where contam nated soil nay have nobved
fromcurrently known points of interest? G ven the
surface soil novenments which have taken place in
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this area, how useful is sanpling to a maxi mum depth
of six inches? And will you handle the soil
sanpling differently for properties that are | ocated
on fill?

MAJOR PLAI STED: As far as the -- the --
the concern is -- is for -- for the exposure in the
zero to six inch range or the -- or the -- the --
the range that -- that residents are going to be
exposed to -- actually, | guess it goes down to --
we cleared at the G enbrook Road property down to
two feet. But the -- the biggest concern is for
that zero to six inch range, and so that's why we're
| ooking in that area. So if soil's been noved from
one |l ocation to another and there's el evated arsenic

that's been nmoved with that, then we should see that

in that -- that soil
| think that -- the screening process
should -- these conposite sanples should be able to

identify that elevated |evels of arsenic if they've
been noved from anot her | ocati on.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yes, |'m a resident of
Spring Valley. Have been for a long tine.

| know that mnmy property has been regraded,
you know, for drainage, et cetera. And we built a
retaining wall and therefore filled in an area with
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dirt. So | would have a suggestion that perhaps on
the rights of entry formthat's filled out by the
homeowner that maybe you have a question saying do
you want to be avail able for selecting the points
where you were taking sanples of soil because |
woul d know from ny own property -- | realize that
there woul d be many new honeowners and it woul dn't
apply. But if you -- | was wondering if you would
t ake gui dance at all fromthe honeowner as to what
areas let's say to maybe concentrate on.

Were you saying also that the depth -- the
-- the sanmpling that you would take that would go
fromsix to 10 foot would be automatic for every
property within that blue area of the map?

MAJOR PLAI STED: That's correct. Every --
every property within the central testing area w ||
recei ve subsurface sanpling down to -- down to siXx
to 10 feet, depending on, you know, how nmuch fill
mat erial may be on the -- the property.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: That m ght be al nost the
best indication of -- of the nature of the property
because there are so very many hones that have been
-- where the | andscapi ng has been trenmendously
changed or altered just in -- in trying to cone up
with a smooth road that would go down at a certain
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correction. But as | say, I'm-- I'mlucky. 1[I've
been in the sane address since 1940, so | know
basically what's gone on in the property.

But I -- | would say that you should have
the property owner at |east be able to make a -- a
recommendati on on sonme of the --

MAJOR PLAI STED: Absolutely. W -- we wl|
-- before the sanpling team cones on the property
you' Il be contacted about -- about when they're
going to be arriving and -- and that person wll
talk to you about are there any specific areas that
you feel you would like to have sanpled, and -- and
then we can make sure that we adjust the sanpling
poi nts based on that.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you. And the
results would -- I"'ma little bit confused on the
arsenic. The arsenic that everybody's concerned
about that traces back to the 1917, et cetera era.

MAJOR PLAI STED: Mm hmm

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: |Is that a different
conposition of arsenic than is used in pesticides
and fertilizers and stuff or is there any
recomendati ons? And you said within how many
years? In other words, can you still grow
veget abl es and use 5-10-5 or -- in areas where you
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have Barricade or other things or weed killers?

MAJOR PLAI STED: The -- the current stuff
does not have that -- does not have arsenic in it,
so that -- that would not be an issue for today, so
you can certainly use those, whatever --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: And you said within how
many years?

MAJOR PLAISTED: | think it's within the
| ast 30 or 40 years, so --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: ©Oh, 30 or 40 years?

MAJOR PLAI STED: Yes, yes. I'msorry. So
within -- 1 think it was sometinme in the '50s or
'60s that -- that -- sometinme in the -- in the -- in
the last 30 or 40 years is -- is when it's been
elimnated. So -- but earlier than that, in the

early part of this century was when it was used as a
her bi ci de and a pesticide. So --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: All right. But if you --
if you have, let's say, inported dirt or what have
you, then there's no concern about gardening or
eating tomtoes or beans out of the soil that you --

MAJOR PLAI STED: Oh, right. So yeah, you -
- if you got it --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: |If you -- if you know the
nature of the source of the soil?
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MAJOR PLAI STED: Right. | think that would
be correct. Right.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you

M5. WARNER: Before we -- before we take
t he next question, | wonder has the -- have the
clipboards with the sign-in for the RAB been
circulating? And if so, where are they? |If sonme of
-- | know sone of you are now having to | eave and
want to make sure that those that are interested in
participating in that process have had an
opportunity to do so. |Is there a staff nenber that
knows where those are? Has anybody seen the
clipboards with the sign-in for the RAB?

ASSI STANT: | believe | saw Ted Henry pick
themup. | believe he's keeping track of them

MS. WARNER: Ckay. Okay. Well, and -- and
of course, in the breakout session on the RAB there
wi |l be additional opportunity to do that. | just
want to be sure we've captured those who are
| eavi ng.

Ot hers of you who do need to | eave, we're
so interested in hearing fromyou, your coments on
this evening's neetings. Please take a m nute
before you leave to fill out that evaluation, and
you can leave it right there in the pew and we'll --
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we'll pick it up after the neeting. So we do want
to get your comments so we can continue to inprove
upon the public neetings.

Okay? We have about -- we started a few
m nutes late. Let me check ny watch again. W have
about five nore mnutes for the questions in the
public forumand then we'll break into those
di scussion groups. So if you are concerned that
your question m ght not be answered, please nake
sure it's on a comment sheet so that we can coll ect
that and then the question can be answered on the
web site.

| will point out also there's a card in
your folder that has that web site information |est
you be concerned that you'll forget what was on the
slide.

Okay. Laurie? And then the gentleman on
this side.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Coul d you pl ease expl ain
how conposite testing m ght not depress a test

result froma specific hot spot on a site?

(Pause)

MAJOR PLAI STED: | nean the conposite --
the conposite sample will be, obviously, pulled up
by the -- the hot spot. And so that's why we
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established the 13 parts per mllion |level as the --
as the -- the level by which we go back and then do
addi tional sanpling. So | think what we've seen
fromthe -- the previous conposite sanpling we've
done is that this is a very good way of identifying
areas that have elevated arsenic levels. So | think
that no -- if you go to a hot spot, we're going to
be able to generally get that or identify that for

your property, unless it's so very small that it

doesn't -- it's not really an issue, so.
(Pause)
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: |'m a resident. Thank

you for the sanpling plan and for all of you com ng
toni ght to see us.

We got a letter after the |ast round of
testing fromthe U S. Arnmy Corps, and | found that
very reassuring since it was the Arny which had done
the testing and so on back in the first World War
days. | see that now the proposal is that the final
letter to us would conme fromthe EPA, and | would
like to say that | would feel nore confortable
mai ntaining the direct relationship with the U.S.
Army Corps, particularly if these letters at any
time becane significant because there was sonething
wrong or who knows what in the future. And | wonder
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why you want to shift to having a relationship
between us and the EPA in this matter for the final
determ nation? | would recommend that we stay with
the Army throughout.

COL. FIALA: Let ne respond to that.

You're going to get a letter frommy organization

and you'll get a letter fromthe EPA. But the --
the point in this -- this process is -- is we have
and will continue to -- to teamw th the EPA and

D.C. Health. So whether you get the letter fromthe

EPA or the Corps, the teamthat is involved in -- in
Spring Valley has -- has | ooked at that and -- and -
- and those concerns are -- are -- are addressed in
that letter.

What -- what we, the Corps, had pushed from
the EPA was a letter fromthe EPA, particularly
because, and | kind of said this at the begi nning,
the nature of what we're dealing with nowis nore
along the lines of chem cal -- chem ca
contam nation, which the EPA has -- has got 20, 30
years of expertise. And -- and so if |I were a
property owner, yeah, 1'd want a letter fromthe
Corps but 1'd also want a letter fromthe EPA saying
-- saying here's what this neans.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: M question is about if
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during these tests you find el evated | evel s of
arsenic, what |level would it take and how deep into
the soil would it have to be for you to take action
and what action would you take? And would it be
taken at the tine that the problemis found or would
it be taken after all the sanpling is done?

MAJOR PLAISTED: If we find el evated |evels
in the conposite sanples and we cone back and do the
grid sanpling, we would do a risk assessnment to
determne is there an elevated health risk. It's
taking a |l ook at all the -- all the sanples that we
have on a particul ar property. And then, at that
poi nt we woul d make a deci sion about there is
el evated health risk, we need to renediate the whol e
property, or there is not but maybe we need to
remedi ate certain specific hot spots on the
property.

There's a couple -- as an exanple, probably

a | ot of you have seen the G enbrook Road property

and the fact that we've torn up -- we've essentially
removed two and a half -- excuse nme, two feet of

soil and we're bringing in -- back in, you know, two
feet of fill, clean fill material. That -- that's

t he net hodol ogy that we've chosen to renedi ate that
particul ar site.
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There are sonme other -- other ways to do
it. One of 'em happens to be phytorenedi ati on,
which is the use of -- of plants. There's a plant
t hat hyperaccunul ates arsenic. That -- that's one
way of being able to renmove the arsenic wthout
renoving all the trees or all the vegetation on your
property. So it would be a dialogue, really, with
each property owner. Each -- | think each place is
going to be a little unique. Sonme property owners
are much nmore interested in, you know, maintaining
their -- the vegetation or the trees that are on
their property, and so they would be nuch nore
attuned to the phytorenedi ati on as opposed to, you
know, doing soil renoval
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: And is it only in the top
two feet, then, that you're -- you have concern or
if you find elevated | evels bel ow that woul d
anyt hing be done?
MAJOR PLAI STED: |If we found el evated
| evel s bel ow that, we would have to -- we would have
to | ook at, you know, what is the exposure? It
woul d not be exposure for a resident, but it would
be exposure for construction workers and so that
woul d probably represent a different risk scenario.
And so we'd have to evaluate that risk scenario and
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then determne -- certainly, renoval is one option
and there's also a possibility of -- of doing sonme
sort of deed restriction or sonething that would not
-- say don't dig in that particular area.

But | think that, again, would be the
di al ogue with the property owner. That -- that's
what we see as the main, you know, source of input
is the property owner's desires. Obviously, not the
only source but the primary source of input for us.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you

(Pause)

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Which of the two letters
wi || unequivocally state whether or not | as a
parent ought to nove out of the nei ghborhood in
terns of whether there's any health hazard
what soever to nmy children? And will that letter be
in plain English and state that conclusion?

MR. VOLTAGGE O. The EPA letter will be the
one that will be describing what we found and what
our assessnent is of any health or environnental
risk that may exist as a result of the
contam nation. Wuld be the letter from EPA

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: W I | it be in sufficient
pl ain English that a parent will be able to read it
and understand whet her they should stay or go?
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MR. VOLTAGA O It is our absolute with
earnest hope that we could wite it in terns that we
can understand -- that you coul d understand, and
nore i nportantly, to have a nmechani sm by which there
coul d be a question-and-answer with regard to -- to
that. So we will definitely comnmt to -- to making
sure that it is not just a letter sent in the nai
wi thout any ability to follow up to answer
guesti ons.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Because wor ki ng on the
Hill, I"'m-- I"mextrenely famliar with responses
fromthe government which come in boilerplate which
are inconprehensi bl e.

MR. VOLTAGE O W are --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: -- giving anybody any
sati sfaction.

And the second question that | have is I
wi sh | had as nmuch confidence as has been expressed
previously with the Arnmy Corps of Engineers. [|I'm
not saying it with respect to this investigation
whi ch sounds as though it'll be a forthright
undertaking of a very difficult job. But I'm
wondering in the 1993 and the subsequent
exam nati ons that have been done with the property,
are all the records that have been accumul ated by
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t he governnent dealing with those inspections now
publicly avail abl e?

MAJOR PLAI STED: Yes, those are -- those
are all publicly available. They -- they may not
all be inthe -- the -- sonme of the records may not
be in the Palisades Library, but a number of
property owners have asked us for information about
their particular property as far as, you know,
geophysi cal survey reports or environmental sanpling
t hat was done on their properties, and we have nade
t hat available to residents.

M5. WARNER: |'mgoing to -- to deviate
just for a noment to pose a question that has cone
to us that has a very short time frame on it in --
inthat -- in that. The question is please clarify
the right of entry form |Is the one in the packet
toni ght the final one? And if so, should people
sign them tonight to expedite the process? |f not,
where shoul d public input go and to whonf

MR. TURKELL: It was our hope that that
woul d be the final form As | said earlier, it is -
- it is virtually the sane as the right of entry
t hat was used begi nning back in 1993. | believe --
just to clarify that -- that question fromearlier,
| believe the only difference in that formis we had
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specific limts of liability coverage of the
contractors in the first right of entry. Now we
sinply state that the contractors will be required
to carry appropriate |evels of coverage. And |
believe that those | evels could be nmade avail able to
anybody that was so interested in -- in finding out
what those |evels were.

| f anyone cares to sign those rights of
entry tonight, that would be nost hel pful. W -- we
certainly want to minimze the time and -- and the
amount of cost that we incur in trying to get the
rights of entry fromeveryone. So if you would --
i f anyone that wants to sign the right of entry and
| eave them on the table, perhaps, where you cane in,
| will make sure to collect those before |eaving.
Thank you.

MS. WARNER: So that we can have our
br eakout sessions, I'mgoing to call a halt to
anyone el se joining those who are presently
standing. And those who are presently standing w il
be the ones that we'll hear fromin conclusion for
the public part of the forum

|"mgoing to turn to the lady on -- on ny
right and then the gentleman on ny |eft.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: |'m a resident of Spring

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565-0064



© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

108
Vall ey and |'ve been a honmeowner for 16 years here.

|'"'mglad they're going to be sanpling 100
percent of the properties for the surface, but ny
guestion is about the subsurface aspects of your
plan. 1'd like to know why 100 percent of the
properties in Spring Valley can't be sub -- sanpled
subsurface, excuse nme, for arsenic and for other
likely contam nants? And |1'd |like to know why we
shoul d accept 15 percent as sufficient rate for a
subsurface sanpling outside the central targeting
area? Testing area, rather.

MAJOR PLAI STED: The -- at our senior
executive review group that met |ast week that was
one of the discussions that -- that came up was
about how to -- applying the science and historical
information that we have, you know, best sanple the
entire area. M. Voltaggi o made the point that
based on the -- the -- the scientific evidence he
felt there was not a need to sanple every property
outside of that -- necessarily that central testing
area 100 percent, but there was a need to do sone
ki nd of random check to make sure that we -- there
isn't an issue with subsurface, you know, arsenic in
t hose particul ar areas.

On the other contam nants, those --
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dependi ng on what the contam nants are, we my be
doi ng that at the surface or nmay be doing sonme of
t hat at subsurface levels. So we -- we haven't
determ ned yet where the other contam nants -- you
know, whether it's going to be surface or subsurface
or maybe both in the areas outside of the central
testing area.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | guess | feel the

confort |evel should be an inportant aspect of

things and that does seemstill |like a rather vague
answer to -- to why 15 percent should give us a
feeling of confidence. Certainly, it will be nore

expensive to do 100 percent of the property's
subsurface, but | submt that nmany of us would feel
that it would be worth it.
MR. VOLTAGGI O Let me give a shot at this

The two mmj or areas that are being | ooked at is the
central testing area where there is every indication
that there could be chem cal contam nation as a
result of past activities. The areas outside the
central testing area are areas where as a result of
all the information that we have to date don't
indicate that there is chem cal contam nation there.
On nmost chem cal contam nation sites that we've
cone up against in the past 20 years that we've
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dealt with -- with -- with this, we've had to
recogni ze and characterize our investigation to
focus on where we nobst expect there to be chem ca
contam nati on and focus our efforts on that area.

Nevert hel ess, we recogni ze that people who
have hones in areas that could have becone
contam nated, although not likely to as a result of
all the evidence that we've had, need sone |evel of
confort that's been | ooked at. What we have
considered is sonme nethod of screening all the
areas. And in fact, it is a significant departure
froma normal type of screening activity to sanple
every lot or every residence in area that is not
expected to have chem cal contam nati on.
Nevert hel ess, we recognize that it's inportant to
the community.

So by using a statistical concept where we
will screen the entire lot, the entire nunber of
lots within the area, and take a percentage to
determne if there is subsurface contam nation and a
percentage to determne if there are other
contam nati ons, we expect since we have no evidence
to indicate there is that it is a methodol ogy by
whi ch we can be assured that based on the best
science that we have that we are able to nmke a
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conclusion that's sound science and engi neering to
i ndi cate whet her or not those areas that we fully
don't expect to be contam nated either do or don't.

| f any of the screening anal yses outside of
the central testing area indicate a problem don't
forget that second step is to go in and do a nuch
nore intensive grid.

It's -- we've had a couple of questions
that deal with this. What if 12 sanples don't do
it? What if it could -- it could, you know, m ss an
area? What about the areas outside? Obviously, the
nore sanpl es one takes, the nore that one coul d be
assured that there's nothing there. But there's no
met hodol ogy -- there's always some nunmber above that
that you could take that would even give nore --
nore assurance. So where -- where do you nmake a
reasonabl e interpretation of what needs to be | ooked
at to -- to -- to -- to give us a very strong
assurance, again, in areas that we don't expect
anything that there's nothing there?

So 14 is better than four. 24 is better
than 14. 140 is better than 14. Where do you draw
the line? W have soil screening guidance that we
have applied that indicates the kind of analysis
that we're looking at is what -- is done in
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contam nation sites |like this throughout the
country, and again, is only for those areas, this 15
percent where we're |ooking for contam nants ot her
t han what we found anywhere, is a methodol ogy that
we use to give ourselves a good scientific assurance
that we don't have to worry.

Nevertheless, if any of those screening
anal yses show sonet hing, we go back in and we grid
it finer. This is a pretty conventional,
tradi ti onal methodol ogy that's used, again, for
areas where we don't expect to find anything. You
can always do nore. It would take nore tinme and we
don't believe the science is going to indicate that
there is going to give you any better informtion
t han what we have here.

| understand that doesn't give you a total
measure of confort. W could talk about this
further in -- in the RABto explain a little nore
why we think that it is in a appropriate -- it is an
appropriate way to do it, beyond the saying that
there's al ways sonme nunber that you could al ways
have nore that woul d make you feel better. You
gotta draw a |ine sonewhere, and that's -- that's
the area that we drew it. As a proposal for
comment. Thank you.
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(Pause)

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you. |, too, ama
-- a resident of Spring Valley, and mne's a pretty
el ementary question. 1've assuned all along in the
di scussion that if a property is found to be
contam nated that the Corps will assune
responsibility for the remediation of it. MWhat | --
what | don't find and maybe | sinply mssed it in ny
speed-reading is any statenment to that effect in any
of the materials that we've received. And it m ght
be well to confirmthat in |anguage that |awers
woul d be confortable with, but nore inportantly,

t hose of us who are not |awyers.

COL. FIALA: | assure you if we find it,
we're going to remediate it. That's what we're here
for. And again, our focus on the -- on -- on

toni ght's presentation was the sanpling. Sanpling -

- proposed sanpling plan. So yeah, we -- we didn't
take that step further, but that's -- | assure you
that if we find something we're -- we're going to

work with the specific property owner on a
met hodol ogy to renedi at e.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | thank you for arranging
this meeting, but there is a consistency between
this meeting and the |ast one for nme as an
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i ndi vi dual who's been living here since 1973. And
that's the question of confidence. |I'm-- | think
sone work needs to be put into building confidence
in the nmenbers of this neighborhood.

And part of the problemis that your way of

talking to us is sonmewhat unrealistic in many ways.

| -- we're told on the one hand not to worry about
wat er because it's been tested. But in ny residence
here there have been at | east eight major breaks in
the water system which have fl ooded the
nei ghbor hood. What conmes out al so goes in.

Doing tests at the source of the water
supply is hardly going to satisfy nmy interest in
bei ng sure that the water that's com ng through the
pi pe into my house is in fact uncontam nated with
wher ever that water goes through.

| -- you tell us that we should be not
doi ng | eaf blow ng, but half of the nei ghborhood
hires | eaf bl owi ng conpanies that conme in here with
| arge numbers of workers, 10 or nore at a tine
bl owing up a stormthat in fact contam nates ny
house with or without arsenic. | -- you tell us not
to be concerned about going under six inches, but
the fact is nmy dog digs deeper than six inches, not
to nention ny wife and nyself who dig down to the
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depth of a foot and a half.

And when you sent the team of people to ny
property to do soil testing, | discussed this with
them and | asked themnot to dig in those parts of
the property where | have personally replaced the
soil to a depth of two feet. | then went inside the
house and wat ched the process for the next four
hours, and they dug precisely in those areas where
in fact | had renmoved the soil because they were
following a grid systemthat you had told themis
the system they should be using.

So I'm having a real problemw th the
details at these neetings and the way in which we as
citizens are supposed to be able to respond to what
you tell us because ny confidence |level is not very
high at this point. And it hasn't changed between
the |l ast neeting and this neeting. Thank you.

(Pause)

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Yeah. | have a nei ghbor
who coul dn't be here, and she wanted ne to ask you
i f -- if a homeowner's been inpatient waiting for
the Corps to decide if they're going to test the
property and have used one of your approved
subcontractors to test their property, will you be
rei mbursing them for that expense and coll ecting
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that data fromthe honmeowner?

MAJOR PLAI STED: We're not allowed to
rei mburse for tests that are conducted
i ndependently, so no, we would not be reinbursing
for tests that were not conducted by the Corps --
for the Corps' contractors.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Has -- has a health
survey been done in the area? And if not, wll
there be an investigation and a collection of data
about health issues of long-termresidents here be
done at the sane tine that sanpling is done?

MR. GORDON: |I'm going to ask Dr. Stokes,
our senior toxicologist to cone up to respond to
t hat because she's in charge of the epideni ol ogi cal
assessnment.

DR. STOKES: \What we're currently doing is
a descriptive epidem ol ogic study of Spring Valley.

The existing data that we have at the Departnment of
Health is through our cancer registry. W've done
an extensive literature review to determ ne what are
the top three cancers that are associated with
arsenic, but we've gone beyond that and | ooked at
the cancers that we have in the registry and used
the rates that we see in Spring Valley and conpared
themto the rates nationally for those sites of
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cancer. W then took a conparison community and did

the same thing and conpared themto the national
rates.

This particular descriptive design wll
hel p give us an inkling as to whether the excess,
there is one, of cancer over a 1987 through 1998
time period has occurred. And we all know that
cancer has a |atency period associated with it, so

what cancers we nmay see -- incident cancer cases

that we may see now nay have exposures, dependi ng on

the site of cancer, sone 15 to 20 years ago,

dependi ng on the type of cancer. This is our way to

determ ne and | ook at unfortunately to use the word
"statistically"” whether or not we see any excesses
in your comunity.

So we will be giving that data to the
Spring Valley Scientific Advisory Panel. W wll
al so be | ooking at specifically multiple nyel ong,
which is of a concern, a type of cancer that has
been brought to our attention, and we will also
di scuss possibly doing sone further sanpling in
properties in which nmultiple nyelonma has been
identified. Hope that answers the question.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Just one nore quick
thing. Several folks in the back of the room have
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asked that the D.C. -- you had referenced sonme sort
of a health newsletter that was either being mailed
to the fol ks or whatever? There's a high |evel of
interest in the room | think, to get copies of that
or have it posted on your web site or -- or Ilinks.

(I naudi bl e comrent)

MR. GORDON: And we will be putting the
information, if we haven't already, Dr. Stokes, up
on the DH -- D.C. Departnent of Health web site.

MS. WARNER: For our court reporter, that
will be sent to each hone. There are about 200
copi es here, so please pick those up at the back of
t he room

|"d |ike for us to subdivide now for those
of you that have specific questions. Thank you so
much for your cooperation in the format of tonight's
nmeeting. Again, we'd |like to have your feedback on
t hat .

In this area, D.C. Health officials will be
there for your questions.

ASTD -- ATSDR and, |I'msorry, and CHPM i n
the m ddl e.

On the back side EPA

Over in this area, the Corps.

And at the back of the room the RAB
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For those of you that are departing, please
| et us know how t he neeting went, and thank you very
much again for your cooperation
(Wher eupon, at 9:30 p.m, the neeting was

adj our ned.)
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