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Corps reports small fire, no injuries

by Maj. Brian Plaisted
Spring Valley Operations Officer

In continuing with our efforts to
keep you fully informed of our activi-
ties at the property on Glenbrook
Road, | want to give you the most
recent information on an unexpected
incident that occurred a few days ago
at our work site.

Some of you may have seen the
news reports, but for those of you
who have not, we recently experi-
enced a small fire inside the vapor
containment structure that has been
built over the area where we are dig-
ging in the backyard of the property.

Small fire reported

Atapproximately 12:38 p.m. on
July 29, while digging inside the
metal vapor containmentstructure,
workers moved a large piece of white
crystaline substance. Minutes later
the area underneath the substance
began to smoke. Atthat point,
workers made the decision to evacu-
atethestructure.

A small fire then broke out at the
spot that had been smoking. The
small fire was contained to a 2 to 3-
foot area within the structure.
Watching the small fire from remote
video cameras set up to record work
activities, Army ordnance experts

and D.C. Fire Department officials
decided to let the small fire burn out.
At about 2:30 p.m., the small fire was
reported out, but some smoldering
continued.

Early the following morning, cam-
eras revealed no visible smoke from
the small fire. Thatafternoon, Army
personnel reentered the containment
structure to assess the area and begin
clean up operations.

Noinjuries

No injuries were reported as a
result of the fire, but as a precaution-
ary measure, D.C. Police temporarily
evacuated several homes on
Glenbrook Road and two academic
buildings on the American University
campus until the fire was reported
out. Monitoring equipment on site
confirmed there was no release of
vapors from the structure.

Army personnel have determined
that the cause of the small fire was a
container of white phosphorous and
not a munition. White phosphorous
isa compound used to create a smoke
screen on the battlefield and is not
considered to be a chemcial warfare
material.

Fire clean up
To clean up from the small fire,
workersremoved debrisfromthearea

and placed soil potentially contain-
ing white phosphorous into metal
drums with water.

One 35-gallon and two 55-gallon
drums of soil were removed from the
area. No additional flare-ups oc-
curred during the clean up. Workers
finished the clean up Aug. 2, and
normal digging operations resumed
Aug.3.

During the clean up, workers
removed several small bottles and
two cylinders from the spot of the
small fire.

Priortothefire, workersremoved
308 items from the 13 by 23-foot, 10-
foot deep pit. These include 188
ordnance items, 32 cylinders, 17
glass containers, 12 metal drums, 22
wooden training aids and 37 other
miscellaneous items. Of those recov-
ered, 248 have been determined to be
scrap. The remaining 60 items are
being analyzed and evaluated for
disposal.

For more information on our work
activities, please check our website at
http: www.nab.usace.army.
mil/environmental/
springvalley.htm, or call our Spring
Valley information at 1-800-434-
0988. You can reach me at the onsite
project office weekdays from 8 to 4:30
p.m. at 202-686-3359.
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