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Cleanup projects and studies
abound in Spring Valley, keeping
the program as active as ever.
Soil removal

Arsenic-affected soil has been
removed from nine properties
under the non-time-critical-re-
moval action. Including the 21
completed earlier, the total of
remediated properties to date
reached 30. Contractors are at
work on the 10th property. At
the present rate, about 10 more
will be completed this fiscal year.

For Fiscal 2006 and beyond,
authorization for arsenic soil re-
movals at 89 more properties was
approved by the Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary of the Army (Envi-
ronment, Safety and Occupa-
tional Health).
Phytoremediation

The 2004 phytoremediation
study yielded such encouraging

results that plans to expand the
testing this year are moving for-
ward. A contractor will plant
about 10,000 ferns in Spring Val-
ley neighborhood yards this
spring. It will maintain and
monitor the plants throughout
the summer.

Data will again be collected in
the fall and analyzed. The data
will help us determine how effec-
tive a tool phytoremediation can
be in removing arsenic from soil
with lower contamination levels.
Groundwater investigation

The Corps and its partners, the
Environmental Protection
Agency and the D.C. Depart-
ment of Health, agreed at a meet-
ing Dec. 16 on a groundwater
monitoring plan for this fiscal
year. The plan includes 30 wells
— four at Lot 18, one at 52nd

Court, 22 east of Dalecarlia Res-
ervoir and three for background.

Project manager Ed Hughes’
goal is to have data by Sept. 30.

Work on projects to find contaminants, munitions progresses

Gary Schilling (center), Baltimore District, addresses the December partner meeting. From left, Ed Hughes, Baltimore District; Jim
Sweeney, D.C. Health; Steve Hirsh, EPA; Allyn Allison, Huntsville Engineering Center; and Craig Georg, Baltimore District; were
among the others who participated.

Plans are to have the wells in
place by summer, but the sched-
ule is dependent on obtaining the
necessary permits, approvals and
rights-of-entry. Contractor URS
Group will be installing the wells,
and collecting the data.

The perchlorate study released
this month by the National Re-
search Council does not change
the Corps’ plans. The Washing-
ton Aqueduct will continue to
test for perchlorate, and the
groundwater investigation,
which will also monitor for other
potential contaminants, will go
forward.
Lot 18

Fiscal 2005 work at Lot 18
started Nov. 15. To increase pro-
duction, project manager Craig
Georg introduced a larger sifting
table and more workers.

Workers recovered 12 suspect
items amid the usual debris — 10
sealed glass bottles and two ord-
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by Danielle Stern
Community Outreach Team

Restoration Advisory
Board openings

The board is recruiting for one
currently open community slot
and others that will be open in
July. The Corps will also consider
recommendations for a laborer/
contractor seat. Anyone inter-
ested in applying should contact
Ben Rooney at 410-962-0157,
Ben.Rooney@usace.army.mil,
or by leaving a message on the
toll free line, 800-434-0988.

The Restoration Advisory
Board met Oct, 12, Nov. 9 and
Dec. 14. The information below
provides a diverse selection of
ongoing efforts. For more de-
tail, the presentations and min-
utes from these meetings are
available on the web site.
October

Meetings with partners and
community stakeholders —
Gary Schilling, Corps program
manager, briefed the board on
the Sept. 28-29 partnering
meeting and the Oct. 6 meeting
for residents whose properties
contain elevated levels of ar-
senic.

Fiscal 2005 partnering goals
— Schilling also outlined the
goals for the fiscal year, as set
by the Corps and its project
partners, the Environmental
Protection Agency and the
D.C. Department of Health.

For hazardous and toxic
waste projects, the partners
agreed to dig and restore 20
more residential properties that
have elevated levels of arsenic;
continue the field study of
phytoremediation; continue de-
velopment of the groundwater
investigation with a goal of
having monitoring wells in
place by June; sample the soil
on various parcels of D.C.-
owned property; and conduct a
background soil study on prop-
erties outside the boundary.

For Military Munitions Re-
sponse Program projects, the
partners agreed to continue the
dig at Lot 18; unearth anoma-
lies on private properties cho-
sen by the partners’ Anomaly
Review Board; conduct geo-
physical surveys on eight to 15

more properties; and continue
the search for historical docu-
ments related to World War I
Army activity at American Uni-
versity.

Investigation prioritization —
Schilling explained the three-level
system for prioritizing investiga-
tions. Level One issues are the
highest in priority and are cur-
rently driving annual and long-
term planning.

Level Two issues are those be-
ing considered by the partner’s
Area of Interest Task Force, the
AOITF. The task force evaluates
each issue and recommends to
the partnering group whether the
issue warrants further investiga-
tion. The partners may elevate
the issue to Level One.

Level Three is the Evergreen
List. These issues may be re-
viewed by the AOITF or may be
considered by the project part-
ners directly. Either way, each
Evergreen item will be reviewed
and addressed by the partners
before the project is complete.
November

Craig Georg, munitions proj-
ects manager, sat in for Schilling.

Health consultation — The
Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry, ATSDR, is
working on their Public Health

Consultation for Spring Valley.
The agency is considering input
from a variety of stakeholders.
ATSDR planned to provide
their draft document to D.C.
Health for review and later for
public review.

Response to individual pro-
perties — The team responded
to a community member who
asked that someone come to her
home to look at an object recov-
ered by her son. Maj. Thomas
Verell, site operations officer;
Ben Rooney, community out-
reach team member; and an
ordnance-explosive safety spe-
cialist responded. The object
was identified as a tire balanc-
ing weight.

Camp Leach trenches — Soil
removal was recently com-
pleted on a property in the
former Camp Leach area where
one of the trenches was located.
No munitions or explosives
were found. This corroborates
the absence of any historical in-
formation that suggests these
trenches were used for disposal.
The AOITF’s report for AOI 25
will address this issue in more
detail and recommend whether
additional investigation is war-
ranted.

Rick Woods area — Peter
deFur, RAB technical advisor,
provided an overview of the
discussion at the last Science
Task Group meeting. A field
trip is planned to the Dalecarlia
Woods area where Rick Woods
said he found munitions in the
1980s. Woods has been asked to
attend this excursion.

Historical records — The
Historical Task Group pre-
sented five recommendations
for the RAB’s consideration.
The RAB discussed these pro-

RAB remains well-integrated in very busy Spring Valley program

RAB report continued on p.3
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nance-related items. These are
being evaluated.

Breakdown products of mus-
tard, a chemical warfare agent,
were identified during analysis
of the liquid in one of the recov-
ered bottles. Both chemicals —
dithiane and thioxane — were
found in low quantities and
concentrations. Both have a
low toxicity and would not
cause adverse effects to some-
one exposed, experts said.

The site closed for the holi-
days Dec. 15 and re-opened
Jan. 3. During that time,
Edgewood Chemical Biological
Center, or ECBC, which pro-
vides the monitors and filtra-
tion systems for Spring Valley
investigations, replaced the Lot
18 filters with newly tested
ones as a precaution. ECBC
had become aware of an ir-
regularity in the testing of car-

bon used in the Spring Valley
filtration systems. Other testing
and the redundant safety mea-
sures used at the site would have
protected workers and residents
if a release had occurred inside
the tent with the previous filters.

The crew is working five days
a week, instead of the four-day
schedule used last year. At press
time, workers had recovered six
suspect items — one ordnance
piece and five sealed bottles —
since digging restarted Jan. 3.
ECBC is analyzing these items.
Digging has stopped temporarily
while the tent is moved.

The project team has been
evaluating ways to work more
efficiently and looking at how far
current funding will go.
Area of Interest Task Force

Rick Woods, a private citizen
who previously reported finding
ordnance items in the Dalecarlia
Woods, has been invited to re-

turn to Spring Valley to assist
in looking for one of the areas
of interest.
Health issues

Several D.C. Health repre-
sentatives attended the Decem-
ber Restoration Advisory Board
meeting to provide an update.
An epidemiologist has been
invited to the February meeting
to provide the board with epi-
demiology information. A rep-
resentative from the Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry is expected to speak to
the board about its Health Con-
sultation Report for Spring Val-
ley at a future meeting.

continued from p.1Schilling report
The Spring Valley team

thanks Dorothy Zolandz for
her excellent service as

the community co-chair of
the Spring Valley

Restoration Advisory Board
in 2004.

posals. Some members ex-
pressed concern that they were
written in a tone not conducive
to a respectful working rela-
tionship. The task group agreed
to rewrite their document.

Phytoremediation — The
RAB saw a presentation on the
2004 field study, showing that
the ferns did take up arsenic.
The partners plan to increase
the number of ferns planted in
the 2005 growing season.

Washington Aqueduct re-
siduals — Michael Peterson,
from the Washington Aque-
duct, gave a presentation on
the Proposed Residuals Man-
agement Process Environmen-
tal Impact Statement. EPA has
given the Aqueduct a compli-
ance agreement to allow dis-
charges until 2009, when a
new management process must

be established. Peterson ex-
plained the alternative disposal
methods being considered.
December

Community health concerns —
The Science Task Group will
draft questions for RAB review to
ask an invited epidemiologist.

Groundwater —Ed Hughes,
hazardous and toxic waste pro-
ject manager, updated the RAB
on the Groundwater Investiga-
tion. Work plan development
moved forward with focused
partnering meetings Oct. 7 and
Dec. 7. The partners reached
consensus for some of the well
locations. Hughes explained that
upper level management from
each of the partners would meet
Dec. 16 to agree on the
remaining well locations.

Perchlorate — Peterson gave
an update on perchlorate

sampling. He reported that the
samples are being analyzed by
three different methods and
that, except for a sample or
two, any detections have been
in  the 0.5 parts per billion
range, well below the EPA
concentrations of interest.

Lot 18 progress —Georg
gave an update on the Lot 18
investigation, including new
efficiencies employed that have
increased the investigation rate
by 30 to 50 percent.

He also noted congressional
language urging the Corps to
finish American University and
Lot 18 by December 2005.
Georg reported that the part-
ners were considering various
approaches to meet this objec-
tive, including conducting the
rest of the dig in open air to
remove restrictions that come
with digging inside a tent.

RAB report continued from p.2
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Media misses marks
Even well-meaning journalists

sometimes miss the mark. Here
are a few recent reporting errors
about Spring Valley.

√ An article and an editorial
in the Northwest Current included
misconceptions about the plan to
install groundwater monitors.
• The monitoring does not stem
from perchlorate results. While
certain wells have been placed to
investigate perchlorate, the
Spring Valley program has long
included the groundwater inves-
tigation as part of determining
the effects of the WW I experi-
ment station on the environment.
• Contrary to the assertion that
the wells are “an excellent first
step,” the partners started the
investigation in Fiscal 2004 with
piezometers installed to to help
determine groundwater levels.

• Credit for the groundwater
investigation plan does not be-
long to a single agency. The
Corps included its regulatory
partners, EPA and D.C. Health,
in the decision-making process.
The plan is the result of joint dis-
cussion and consensus.

√ An October Washington Post
article about perchlorate and
Spring Valley included incorrect
implications and incomplete in-
formation.
• The EPA testing that initially
discovered the presence of per-
chlorate was not random, as
stated, but deliberate. It was un-
dertaken to gain preliminary in-
formation about groundwater
quality and discharge into the
river, an early step in the process.
• The article stated that the per-
chlorate results were known to
only a relatively small group. In
fact, they were discussed at Res-

toration Advisory Board meetings
and reported in the Northwest
Current and the Corps’pondent.
• The article described debate a-
mong the partners as tense. Open
dialogue about the approach that
should be taken in this key area
of investigation was actively
sought. Working out differences
in approach among the partner-
ing agencies is a regular and
healthy part of the process.
• Based on historical records,
perchlorates were used in small
quantities at the experiment sta-
tion in experiments to develop
chemical warfare agents.

Restoration Advisory Board
meeting

Tuesday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m.
St. David’s Episcopal Church

Macomb Street
Community session from 6:30 to 7 p.m.
with EPA, D.C. Health and the Corps




