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Work begins on second area at Glenbrook Road site

by Maj. Brian Plaisted
Spring Valley Operations Officer

Since our last newsletter,
we’ve completed 95 percent of
our work on the first anomalous
area at the Glenbrook Road site,
and have moved the vapor
containment structure to the
second anomalous area on the
site.

With the vapor containment
structure and its support units
firmly in place, we began excava-
tion work on the second anoma-
lous area on Oct. 25.

To date, we've removed
over 30 drums of soil and por-
tions of metal drums, various
kinds of metal debris, large
pieces of ceramic and glass, and
various pieces of unidentifiable
scrap metal from the second area.

So far, no chemical warfare
agent or breakdown products
have been detected in this second
area.

Currently, the size of the
excavated area is approximately
11 feet by 6 feet and about 2 to 4
feet deep. We expect it will take
several weeks to finish this
second area.

Once we complete our work in
this area, we plan to return to the
first anomalous area to finish
investigating a small portion that
was located outside the confines
of the vapor containment struc-

Workers complete the move of the vapor containment structure to the second
anomalous area at the Glenbrook Road site.

ture. This work will likely be
done in January 2000.

Other work on the
Glenbrook Road site includes
gathering and analyzing the soil
samples taken from within the
excavated areas. Test results of
samples taken from native,
undisturbed soil at the bottom of
the pit in the first anomalous area
indicated some elevated levels of
arsenic.

Officials responsible for ana-
lyzing these results have con-
cluded that these levels are due
to leaching from material found
higher in the pit.

To eliminate arsenic contami-
nation, the soil in the bottom of
the pit will be removed. All other
soil from the pit was removed as
it was excavated and tested for

arsenic and other compounds.
Elevated levels of arsenic were
detected in some of the soil
samples taken during the excava-
tion of the pit. The results of this
testing were used to determine
the proper off-site disposal of the
excavated soil.

In a few weeks, surface soil
samples will be taken from the
Glenbrook Road site to identify if
there are any other areas that
may have higher than normal
arsenic levels in the soil.

For more information on our
work activities, you may call the
Spring Valley Information Line at
1-800-434-0988.

Please feel free to call me at the
project office on the federal
property weekdays from 8 to 4:30
p-m. at 202-686-3359.
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First anomalous area close to completlon

—

The work at the first anomalous A B S —

area is 95 percent complete, with just
one small area to be investigated in
January 2000.
* Total items recovered to date are
381.
- Ordnance items = 230
- Cylinders =39
- Glass containers = 32
- Metal drums =13
- Wooden training aids = 22
- Miscellaneous = 45
¢ Of the recovered items, six 75mm
shells, two Livens projectors, one
metal cylinder and one sealed pipe
contained chemical warfare material.
* Total of 911, 55-gallon drums of
soil removed. _ :
Three had trace amounts of S e R -+ ,;_l,. 2 N
mustard agent, 17 contained trace Workers construct a temporary cover for the first anamolous area. The work
amounts of mustard agent breakdown  pere is 95 percent complete. The remaining work will be completed the first
products. of the new year.
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