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Corps completes several project activities, others to start soon

by Maj. Michael Peloquin
Spring Valley Operations Officer

The investigation of 31 buried
anomalies at two properties in
the 5000 block of Sedgwick Street
is complete. This area was once
a former trench system used by
the military personnel to test
and explode munitions.

As a result of this investiga-
tion, three munitions fragments
and several pieces of metallic
general construction debris were
removed. No intact munitions or
laboratory-related materials were
found.

No air or soil samples detected
chemical agent and agent break-
down products.

American University

The first 125 grids of arsenic
contaminated soil equaling some
7,500 tons have been removed
under the AU Time Critical Re-
moval Action, or TCRA. The
backfilling of these areas with
clean soil is about 70 percent
complete. Two of the grids will
be excavated under a vapor con-
tainment structure as a precau-
tion because of the previous dis-
covery of laboratory glassware.

Adjacent to these grids, ap-
proximately 30 to 40 grids re-
main to be investigated.

Soil removal in these grids will
begin this month and in con-
junction with an anomaly inves-
tigation.

Several anomalies were de-
tected in these grids earlier this
year. This work is expected to
take about a month. Once com-
pleted, restoration of these areas,
as well as the adjacent Small Dis-
posal Area and AU Child Devel-
opment Center, will begin.

Residential TCRA

The Corps began Sept. 9 to
remove contaminated soil on the
last of the seven TCRA proper-
ties.

Including the two properties
added during the removal pro-
cess because of property access
issues, a total of nine properties
will be completed through this
TCRA by mid-October.

Project partners have identi-
fied 11 residential properties and
one DC-owned property that
contains at least one grid with
arsenic levels above 150 parts per
million, or ppm.

The Corps and its partners
have looked at all but one of
these properties and have dis-
cussed the removal options with
the property owners.

For those owners who elect to
participate, the grids in excess of
150 ppm will be removed under
the TCRA. Other less elevated
grids will be removed in the fu-
ture according to their property
wide arsenic concentration
ranking or exposure point con-
centration.

Currently six properties have
officially been included. As the
Corps develops the contract and
work plan, contingencies will be
included to address additional
properties if needed. It’s projected
that this second tier TCRA will
begin in October.

Non-Time Critical Process

The Corps continues its work
on the Engineering Evaluation/
Cost Analysis, or EE/CA, in
preparation for the larger arsenic
removal effort to be conducted
over the next several years.

The EE/CA will be released for
public comment before the actual
removals begin and before the
end of 2002.

The Corps will provide the
draft EE/CA to the RAB for com-
ment and will work with our
partners on a final prioritization
scheme for selecting a time sched-
ule for remediating the proper-
ties.

Glenbrook Road

At the beginning of FY03, the
Corps plans to return to the exca-
vation of the burial pit at 4825
Glenbrook Road. Access issues
required the Corps to halt the
previous efforts, backfill the par-
tially excavated pit and demobi-
lize from the site.

The completion of this work
will depend on how much re-
mains to be excavated.
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Resident Advisory Board Update

After a hiatus in August, the
Spring Valley Restoration Advi-
sory Board met Sept. 10.

Maj. Mike Peloquin began the
meeting with an update of the
work of the past two months.

The RAB discussed two expo-
sure investigations conducted by
the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry, or ATSDR,
and the agency’s recent newslet-
ter and draft exposure fact sheet.

RAB members received con-
tact information for the Occupa-
tion and Environmental Health
Clinic at George Washington
University Hospital, which spe-
cializes in adult and children’s
environmental healthcare.

Peloquin briefed the RAB on
the Partnership’s (D.C. Health,
EPA and Corps) joint paper, due
later this year, outlining the risk
to the community from arsenic
in the soil and buried ordnance
and chemical warfare material
identified to date.

Corps Toxicologist Andrew
Rak briefed the group on the

procedure for calculating the
exposure point concentration, or
EPC, for any given property based
on the grid sampling results.

This exposure point concentra-
tion is key in assessing the long-
term exposure risk that a resident
faces on a given property. Itis a
key factor in prioritizing proper-
ties for cleanup.

Peloquin then addressed com-
munity members’ concerns about
the two composite sampling pro-
tocols used in different areas of
the project.

He explained that both ap-
proaches exceed EPA standards
for statistical confidence by over
10 percent. Supporting docu-
ments were distributed and
placed in the RAB binders in the
Palisades Library.

Peloquin briefed the board on
arsenic risks associated with soil
ingestion vs. airborne inhalation.
He said the primary driver is in-
gestion.

In fact, the soil arsenic concen-
tration needed to cause inhala

tion concern must be approxi-
mately 2,000 times higher than
those levels needed to present a
risk from ingestion.

Earlier this year, the RAB
applied for technical assistance
for public participation, better
known as a TAPP grant.

The $25,000 a year grant al-
lows the RAB to hire its own
experts to review the govern-
ment’s efforts on the cleanup.
The grant has been completed
and Dr. Peter Defur, selected by
the RAB as the technical advi-
sor, is now ready to begin.

Sarah Shapley, community co-
chair, closed the meeting with a
discussion on prioritizing the
tasks the RAB would like the
TAPP consultant to perform.

The minutes from the Sep-
tember meeting can be found

on Baltimore District’s website,
http://www.nab.usace.army.mil/
projects/WashingtonDC/springvalley.
htm.

The next RAB meeting begins
at 7 p.m. Oct. 8, at St. David’s
Episcopal Church.
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