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Federal and State Officials to Hold Media Briefing on
Unexploded Ordnance Study at Cape Henlopen State Park

 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District, and the Delaware Department of
Natural Resources and Environmental Control will hold a media briefing at 1 p.m. Thursday,
May 20 at Cape Henlopen State Park near Lewes, Del.

The purpose of this event is to discuss the upcoming study of unexploded military
ordnance at the former Fort Miles Military Reservation, which now is part of the 6,700-acre
Cape Henlopen State Park.    

 From 1938 to 1950 the former coastal artillery battery was used to protect the mouth of
Delaware Bay and the relatively narrow shipping channel that carried vessels to important
northern ports. In recent years, visitors to the state park have found pieces, and in some cases,
intact 3.5-inch inert practice rockets that were used during training missions at the site.

Although the practice rockets themselves do not present a danger, a small charge inside
an intact rocket motor can contain explosives. Corps and Division of Parks and Recreation
officials encourage visitors to the park not to pick up or handle any suspicious items. Visitors
are asked to report suspicious items to park officials.

             The comprehensive study of the site is scheduled to begin later this month. Officials
estimate it will take about eight months to complete.

              At the media briefing, officials will provide an overview of the study and demonstrate
the types of equipment and technology that will be used during the fieldwork portion of the
study. This demonstration will require walking a short distance in sand, so proper outdoor dress is
recommended.  
            

Media planning to attend the briefing should to report to the Biden Environmental
Training Center on Cape Henlopen State Park at 1 p.m. 

Directions to the Biden Center: The entrance to Cape Henlopen State Park is just east of the town
of Lewes on Cape Henlopen Drive and approximately one mile past the Cape May/Lewes ferry terminal.
After entering the park proceed past the fee booths/contact stations and bear left just beyond the booths.
Turn right at the T intersection and travel approximately 1/2 mile. You will pass the family campground
and observation tower before reaching the Biden Center, a two-story cinder block building on your left.
For questions, please call the park office at 302-645-8983. 
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