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The U.S. Department of Agri culture (USDA) Agricultural Research Service (ARS) Beltsville Ag ri cultura l Resea rch Center 
(BARC) was one of the largest agri cultura l research fa ciliti es in the United States (Figures I and 2). Owned by th e US DA, the 
fac ility was establi shed in Beltsville in 19 10 and signifi cantly expanded in the 1930s and 1940s. In the 1960s, th e USDA ' s 
resea rch progra m began evolving from an internationall y recognized resea rch center to a decentralized model. In 1984, BARC wa 
re-designated as a reg ional center. BARC's peri od of signifi cance ranges from its incepti on in 19 10 to its reclassification as a 
regional center in 1984. 

Building Locati on 
BARC identifi es Building 246's address as 10300 Baltimore Avenue - Building 246, Centra l Fa rm . Building 246 is 1,203 ' south c 
Odell Road and 245 ' East of Poultry Road. 

Building Descripti on 
Located at the Poultry Compl ex in the Central Farm of the US DA ARS BARC is Building 246 th at served as a Subterranean 
Poultry House (Figures 3-6). The building was constructed in 1944 into the south side of a hill. There a re two leve ls to Building 
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6; an underground level that is banked into the hill and an aboveground level that has a rectangular plan with an east-west 
ientation (Photo 1 ). The building is constructed of concrete block and has a concrete stucco fini sh. The concrete stucco at the 

underground level ends with a beveled edge just below the rise of the southern elevation. The bui !ding has a flat roof covered by 
large terracotta til es. The outh s ide of the building has projecting concrete retaining wa ll s allowing for passage to the main entry 
at the underground level. The entry door is made of vert ica l wood boards with three metal hinges (Photo 2) . Set into a wood frame 
the door has two window openings covered by metal awnings, possibly to block direct sunlight but continue to allow ventilation. 
There is a partially covered sign above the door that says no admittance. The concrete stucco around the door frame is spalling arn 
vegetation covers the entrance. The south elevation's aboveground level has one double-hung six-over-six wood-frame window 
paired with a square vent, and both share a brick sill. East of the windows is an electrica l conduit box. 

To the west of the underground entry are concrete steps that continue up the hillside leading to the aboveground level 's west 
elevation (Photo 3). The west elevation has a si ng le wood door. South of the door is the building 's number 246 and north of the 
door closer to ground level are air vents. Although the south side of the aboveground level is a full story, there are sma ll concrete 
half story reta ining wal ls anchored into the hill making the north side of the aboveground level. Both the north and east elevation ~ 
lack fenestration (Photo 1 and 4). The east elevation has air vents closer to the ground level and to the south is a downspout. 

The building was vacated in 1997. There is some vegetation overgrowth surrounding the building. The building is in fair conditi01 

Based on the 1944 building plans, the interior underground level consists of a small vest ibule that is I 8' in length , 7' in width , an, 
the ceiling was over 7' high (USDA 1944). The vestibule's north wall has two entrances leading to two separate rooms that each i 
12 ' in length , 34 ' in width , and the cei lings were 7' high. Both rooms had two floor drains and two electrical lights. The 
aboveground level space was used as a machine room that stored the electrical panel, four air duct openings, an outside air intake 
in the floor, and had two electrical lights (USDA 1944). 

Hi story of Property 

ntral Farm 

The Subterranean Poultry House (Building 246), constructed in 1944, is located on the 2,980-acre Central Farm, the largest and 
oldest of all ofBARC's farn1s. The USDA acquired the Centra l Farm in stages between 19 10 and 1939; most the buildings and 
landscape of the Central Farm was developed between 1911 and 1944. The Central Farn, is located at the center of BARC and is 
adjacent to BARC's Linkage Farm on the west, single-famil y homes along Odell Road on the north , facilities associated with the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and U.S. Department of State (DOS) on the northeast, th e Baltimore­
Washington Parkway on the east, and the City of Greenbelt on the south . The Centra l Farm has approximately 12 clusters of 
buildings situated on approximately 336 acres (of the 2,980-acre total), as well as pastures, wetlands, and forested areas used for 
animal husbandry, production crops, animal and plant research , and wildlife management. The USDA's Bureau of Animal Indust 
(BAI) has hi storicall y been the Central Farm's main user (Robinson and Associates 1998). 

The USDA attained jurisdiction over the first portion ofthe Centra l Farn, in 1910 when the Department purchased 475 acres ofth 
Hall farm for the Farm Dairy and Animal Husbandry Divisions of the BAI to establi sh an experimental farm . To accommodate the 
experimental farm 's many research tasks during BAR C's early period ( 1910- I 933), the staff constructed laboratories, farm 
buildings, pastures, and staff housing. In addition , the BAI added laboratories for its pathology and zoological divisions, 

In the 1920 's, the Bureau of Plant Industry began to operate at BARC on approximately 425 acres of leased land that was 
subsequently purchased with Public Works Administration [PWA) funds in the I 930s, expanding the Central Farm (Wiser and 
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smussen 1966; USDA c. 193 7). In 1924, the Farm Dairy and Animal Husbandry Divisions sepa rated into the Bureau of Dairy 
. dustry (801) and the BAI. The BDI used 190 acres for continued experiments on dairy catt le breedi ng, forage crop, si lage, a nd 

milk research, and the BAI kept 285 acres for its animal research. By 1925, the US DA owned 1,062 acres of the Centra l Farm anc 
lea ed about 1,000 more acres (Wiser and Rasmussen 1966). By 1933 , four land purchases totaling an additional 1,381 acres 
further increased the Centra l Farm ' s size (USDA c. 1937, Robinson and Associates 1998). 

The majority of the Centra l Farm acq uired under New Dea l policies and funding of the 1930s, when the USDA transformed BARI 
to a model experiment station. A seri es of land acquisitions durin g the 1930s g rew BARC to more than 12,000 acres. With this 
expansion, the BA I' s pathology, zoology, and insecticide di visions, an d the Bureaus of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Human 
Nutrition and Home Economics, Agricu ltural Eng ineering, and C ultural and Industri a l Chemistry establi shed, en la rged, or 
constructed new research faci lities on the Cen tral Farm. The Food and Drug Administration a lso came to the Centra l Farm in 193 
(Robinson and Associates 1998) . 

The expan sion of BARC required major infrastructure improvements that were undertaken with the PWA funding and oversight 
and C ivili an Conservation Corps (CCC) assistance and labor. A CCC camp was establi shed on the north end of the Central Fam1 
1933 ; eventually, four CCC camps were established at BARC, although their exact locations a re not known . The CCC workers 
cleared and drained land , built fences and roads, and constructed sm all sheds and structures. The overa ll design of the Centra l 
Fam1 in the J 930s was guided by a master plan that was the work of A .O. Taylor and Delos Smith ; HF Seahorn of the Public 
Buildings Admini strat ion ; Robert T. Walker, CCC landsca pe architect; and Hugh H. Bennet of the Soi l Conse rvation Service 
(Robinson and Associates 1998). The Centra l Farm ' s character-defining landscape features include: 

•Topographical and grading features such as major paved roads, some minor service and field roads, drainage systems, Beaver 
Dam Creek, and some field gradi ng ; 
•Vegetation featu res such as field and research crops, pastures, Beltsville Seasonal Ponds, Beltsville Bottomland Forest , and 
sustainable meadows; 
•Ci rcul ation features such as Dairy farm, Powder Mill , Entomology, Resea rch , BioControl , Poultry, and Beaver Dam Roads, as 

ell as some secondary cluster and service roads; 
ive main cluster arrangements including the I 00 Area C luster (BDI), 200 Area C luster (BA I: Pou ltry Research Division), 300 

Area C luster (BA I: Parasitological Laboratory of the Zoologica l Di vis ion) , 400 Area C luster (Bureau of Entomology and Pl ant 
Quarantine : Entomology Research Di vision) and I 000 Area C luste r (Animal Di sease Station) ; and 
•Small-sca le features such as fenci ng, cu lverts, an amphitheater, and a cemetery (Robinson and Associates 1998) . 

Bureau of Animal Industry 

The Subterranean Poultry House (Building 246) was used by th e BAI, the largest bureau at the agricultural research faci lity. The 
BAI , the earli est of the USDA research bureaus at the BARC, came to the Central Farm in 19 10 when its Dairy and Animal 
Husbandry Divisions established an experiment farm within BARC's initial 475 acres. When th e USDA reorganized the Da iry 
Division into a separate BDI, the BAI retained 285 acres of the Central Farm for its Animal Husbandry Division , which led the 
continued development of the site in the 1920s. The BA I' s Animal Husbandry Division was the largest sect ion (i.e. , in tem1s of 
both area occupi ed and staff) at BARC. The BAl's resea rch initi a lly focused on the breeding of all domestic anima ls, except dairy 
(Robinson and Associates 1998). 

By the early 1930s, the BA l's Anima l Husbandry Division ' s needs far exceeded its facilities. To address these needs, the (PWA) 
allotted over $ 1 million for a major construction program at BARC that included laboratori es, s laug hterhouse, a nd a nima l 
buildings. These fac iliti es were constructed at BARC with th e assistance of CCC workers, with funding and oversight provided by 
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e PWA and the C ivi l Works Admini stration . A new Main Laboratory ( i.e. , Building 200) , constructed under thi s progra m, was 
e showpiece of the new animal husbandry area. 

As a result of the expansion, by the mi d-1 930s, the BAI' s Animal Husbandry Di vision was the largest experimenta l fa rm in the 
coun try and the center of nati on 's resea rch on animal husbandry (Robinson and Associates 1998). In add iti on to animal husbandr· 
the BAI tra nsferred oth er di vis ions to BARC during the late I 920s and ea rl y 1930s. Additiona l BAI fac ilities were developed at · 
thi s ti me fac il it ies usi ng New Deal fundin g sources at the Central and East Farms. T he Zoologica l Division moved its experiment, 
headquarters to, and the S A i' s Animal Di sease Station was establi shed at BARC's Centra l Fa rm in 1929 and 1935, respecti vely 
(Robinson an d Associates 1998). 

In 1953, the US DA undertook a major reorgani zati on and decentra li zati on of the USDA' s agri cultural resea rch progra m that 
continued th rough the 1970s (Office of Technology Assessment [OT A] 198 I). The decentrali zati on had long- lasting consequence1 
for BARC. The department 's scienti fic bureaus, including the BAI, were di scontinued and the department ' s resea rch fun cti ons 
were centrali zed under the new Agri cultural Research Admini stration (now the ARS) (OT A 198 1 ). The USDA aga in reorga ni zed 
in 1972 wi th ad mini strati ve decentrali zation as its goa l (OT A I 98 I). Operating responsibility was delegated to fo ur reg ions, whicl 
were then subdi vided into resea rch area centers. BARC's scienti sts and fac ilities thus became a reg ional resea rch faci li ty, rather 
than a national one (OTA 198 1). By 1980, the USDA's research program was highl y decentra li zed, wi th resea rch undertaken at 
148 locations, inc luding th e much dimini shed 450-scienti st fac ility at BARC (OT A 198 1 ). 

Over the yea rs, the BA I ' s researchers conducted important resea rch at BARC that has led to major improvements in eradicating 
and treati ng contagious di seases in fa rm animals, reducing pa ras ite infestations, and improvements in nut ri t ion . The BAl 's Anim, 
Husband ry Di vision undertook criti ca l poultry and swine resea rch th at improved the size and hea lth of the fa m1 animals. T he 
S A i's Zoology Di vision 's paras ite resea rch brought innovati ve new approaches to treating in fes tati ons. The S Ai's Animal Diseas, 
Station developed vaccines to prevent Bang's di sease and developed sterili zation methods fo r contamin ated hides (Robinson and 
Associates 1998). 

istory of Subte rranean Poultry House, Building 246 

Building 246, constructed in 1944, is located on one of the fi ve major clusters arranged on th e Central Fam, known as the 200 
Area C I uster (Robinson and Associates 1998). The 200 Area C luster is one of four clusters that date to the New Deal era 
expansion. The poul try area included buildings 236 through 28 1. The 200 Area Cluster parti a ll y fo ll ows a 1934 des ign by A. O. 
Taylor and Delos Smith that fea tures pa rk-like conditi ons with trees and clipped lawns. Th e poultry area's design has two fo rmal 
and orn amental planting areas, and trees were pl anted on a relaxed grid to provide shade to the poultry houses. Building plans for 
Building 246 were d rafted during the summer of 1944 and was a 9 IO square-foot building (Bernard John son Young, Inc. 1996; 
USDA 1944). It was the onl y building constructed that yea r in th e Poultry Area and was the onl y subterra nean poultry building 
(Robinson and Associates 1998). Based on the building's name, it is beli eved that it served as an experimental poult ry house to 
study the effects of a subterranean environment on poultry and may be conn ected to concern s from World Wa r II. The 1996 BAR( 
Master Pl an li sts the building as being used for radioacti ve waste storage (Berna rd John son Young, Inc. 1996). Building 246 has 
been vacant si nce 1997. 

Nati onal Reg ister of Hi storic Places Eva luation 

Building 246 has not previously been evaluated to detem1in e its individua l signifi cance or status as a contributing or non­
contributing property within BARC, a 6,582-acre federal ag ri cultural resea rch fa cili ty. BARC was previously determined elig ibl e 
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its entirety for li sting in the National Reg ister of Hi stori c Places (NRHP) as the largest nati onal resea rch faci li ty for the US DA 
d for its role as the most diversified agri cultura l resea rch complex in th e world . T hi s eva luati on concl udes that whil e Building 

246 is not indi vidua ll y signifi cant, it contributes to the overall s ignifi ca nce of BA RC. T he hi story and development of BA RC a lso 
refl ects New Dea l poli cies and programs, and contain s examples of notable landscape architecture, Georg ian Reviva l a rchitecture, 
and experimental agricultu ra l architecture. 

Under Criteri on A, Building 246 is a contributing property within BA RC, which is signifi cant at the nationa l level for its 
associat ion wi th events that have made signifi cant contributions to the broad pattern of our hi story with agri cultura l 
experimentation. Many aspects of twenti eth century li vin g for the fa rmer and consumer were influenced by the scientifi c resea rch 
conducted at BA RC. BA RC is a prominent exampl e of the federa l rol e in ag ri cultural resea rch, scientifi c agri cultura l resea rch in 
general. and New Dea l poli cies and prog rams, such as the 193 0s agri cultu ra l polici es and fundin g, PWA, and CCC, which a ll 
played important roles in shaping the experimental fa rm . BA RC's scienti sts and resea rchers have made major contribut ions towar 
scienti fic knowledge that have resulted in incredibl e adva nces in crop producti on, pl ant and animal di sease control, and pest 
control. 

Subterranea n Poul try House (Building 246) was used by the BAI , the largest bureau at the ag ricultu ra l resea rch fac ili ty. BA RC 
scientists and researchers made valuable scientifi c contributi ons, both in foundati onal and appli ca bl e science. 

BA RC and Building 246 have not been determined signifi cant under C riteri on B for their associati on wi th th e li ves of persons 
s igni fica nt in our past. 

Under Criteri on C, Building 246 is a contributing property within BARC, as it embodies the di stincti ve characteri sti cs ofa type, 
peri od, or method of constructi on. The physica l appearance of BARC was strongly influenced in the 1930s by th e pl anning team o 
A. O. Taylor, landscape architect, and Delos Smith , architect . The majority of the fac ility's buildings share a Georg ian Reviva l 
style and/or di spl ay the characteri sti cs of experimenta l agri cultural architecture. BARC's landscape includes maj or paved roads, 
minor service roads, fi eld and resea rch crops, pasture lands, seasonal ponds, forests, susta inabl e meadows, and other landscape 

atu res and buildings. Th ough Building 246 is of modest design, it represents an example of the experimental agricultural 
chitecture for which BA RC is sign ificant, and contributes to the overall landscape. 

The agri c ultura l resea rch fac ili ty was not eva luated under Criteri on D for its yielding, or likely to yie ld , in formati on important in 
prehi story or h istory. 

Building 246 reta in s its ori g inal location and has the same setting within an agri cultural resea rch complex . It is specifica ll y linkec 
to its resea rch fu ncti ons and ti es to the Bureau 's Animal Husbandry Di vision 's buildings in the 200 A rea C luster with the Poultry 
Compl ex in the Centra l Fa rm . The fee ling of, and association with , an agri cultural resea rch center is in tact. The bu ilding has few 
alterati ons and it reta ins its integrity of design, workmanship, and materials. The building has been vaca nt since 1997. T he buildi1 
is in fa ir condition, as it has vegetation surrounding the building and the concrete stucco surrounding th e ma in entry is spa lling. 

Although Building 246 does not reach the level of signifi cance necessa ry for indi vidual li sting in the N RHP, it ma in tain s its 
signifi ca nce within BA RC under Criteri a A and C. 
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1. PG;62-46_2016-03-02_01.tif, Building 246, Subterranean Poultry House, Central Farm, 
View of South and East Elevations, Looking Northwest 

2. PG;62-46_2016-03-02_02.tif, Building 246, Subterranean Poultry House, Central Farm, 
View of South Elevation, Looking North 

3. PG;62-46_2016-03-02_03 .tif, Building 246, Subterranean Poultry House, Central Farm, 
View of South and West Elevations, Looking Northeast 

4. PG;62-46_2017-09-20_04.tif, Building 246, Subterranean Poultry House, Central Farm, 
View of North Elevation, Looking South 


















