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T he U.S. Department of Agri culture (USDA) Ag ri cultural Resea rch Service (A RS) Beltsville Ag ricultura l Research Center 
(BARC) was one of the la rgest agri cultura l resea rch faciliti es in the United States (Figures I and 2). Own ed by th e US DA, the 
fac ility was establi shed in Beltsvill e in 19 10 and signifi cantly expanded in the 1930s and 1940s. In the I 960s, th e USDA 's 
resea rch program began evolving from an internati onall y recognized resea rch center to a decentra li zed model. In 1984, BARC wa 
re-designated as a regional center. BA RC's period of signifi cance ranges from its incepti on in 19 10 to its reclassifica tion as a 
regional cente r in 1984. 

Building Loca ti on 
BARC identifi es Building 2648 's address as I 0300 Baltimore Avenue - Building 2648, Central Farm. Buildin g 2648 is 870 ' 
south west of the intersection of Poult ry Road and Odell Road, and is 13' west of National Agri cultural Resea rch Road . 

Building Descri pt ion 
Build ing 2648 , a supply shed, is located at the Poultry Compl ex in USDA ARS BARC's Centra l Fann (Figures 3-6). The 
rectangul ar building faces east towa rds Poultry Road. The building, is ori ented on an east-west ax is, and is one bay in length and 
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e bay in width. The one-story wood-frame building has a medium-pitch, gable roof(Photo 1). The gable roof is covered by 
eta! and the overhanging eaves on the north and south elevations have rafter tails (Photos 1 and 2). The exterior wa ll s are clad 

with clapboard siding. There is a sing le, wood door made from verti cal boards on the east gable end. The north (side) elevation 
features three, square, four-light , fixed windows (Photo 1). The south (side) elevation has a central , square, four-light , fixed 
window (Photo 2) . The west (rear) elevation features a centra l, square, four-light , fixed window, and a three-light, ventilating, 
casement window at ground level (Photo 3). The building's interior is unfini shed with exposed wall framing and roof timbers 
(Photo 4) . There is a wood-p latform that lines one-third of the interior north wall and wood-framed open shelving along the 
interior south wall. The building is vacant. Vines have overgrown portions of the building and the building is in poor/fair conditio 

History of Property 

Central Farm 

Building 2648, constructed in 1936, is located on the 2,980-acre Centra l Fam,, the largest and oldest of all ofBARC's farms. The 
USDA acquired the Central Farm in stages between 1910 and 1939; most the buildings and landscape of the Central Farm was 
developed between 19 I 1 and 1944. The Centra l Farm is located at the center of BARC and is adjacent to BARC's Linkage Farm 
on the west, single-family homes along Odell Road on the north , facilities associated with the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) and U.S. Department of State (DOS) on the northeast, the Baltimore-Washington Parkway on the east, 
and the City of Greenbelt on the south. The Central Farm has approximately 12 clusters of buildings situated on approximately 33 
acres (of the 2,980-acre total) , as well as pastures, wetlands, and forested areas used for animal husbandry, production crops, 
animal and plant research , and wildlife management. The USDA's Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) has historically been the 
Central Farm ' s main user (Robinson and Associates 1998). 

The USDA acquired the first portion of the Central Farm in 19 10 when the Department purchased 475 acres ofthe Hall farm for 
the Farm Dairy and Animal Husbandry Divisions of the BAI to establi sh an experimental farm. To accommodate the experimenta 
farm ' s many research tasks during BARC's ea rl y period (i.e. , 1910-1933), the USDA constructed laboratories, farm buildings, 

stures, and staff housing. In add ition , the BAI added laboratories for its Pathology and Zoological Divisions. 

In the 1920's, the Bureau of Plant Industry began to operate at BARC on approximately 425 acres of leased land that was 
subsequently purchased with Public Works Administration [PWA] funds in the 1930s, expanding the Central Farm (Wiser and 
Rasmussen 1966; USDA c. 1937). In 1924, the Farm Dairy and Animal Husbandry Divisions separated into the Bureau of Dairy 
Industry (SDI) and the BAI. The SDI used 190 acres for continued experiments on dairy cattle breeding, forage crop, silage, and 
milk research , and the BAI kept 285 acres for its anima l research . By 1925, the USDA owned 1,062 acres of the Central Fam1 anc 
leased about 1,000 more acres (Wiser and Rasmussen 1966). By 1933, four land purchases totaling an additional 1,381 acres 
further increased the Central Farm's size (USDA c. 1937, Robinson and Associates I 998). 

The majority of the Central Farm was acquired under New Deal policies and funding of the 1930s, when the USDA transformed 
BARC into a model experiment station . A series of land acq ui sitions during the 1930s grew BARC to more than 12,000 acres. 
With this expansion , the SAi ' s pathology, zoology, and insecticide divisions, and the Bureaus of Entomology and Plant 
Quarantine, Human Nutrition and Home Economics, Agricultura l Engineering, and Cultural and Industrial Chemistry established 
enlarged, or constructed new research facilities on the Cen tral Farm. The Food and Drug Administration also came to the Central 
Farm in 1934 (Robinson and Associates 1998). 

The expansion ofBARC required major infrastructure improvements that were undertaken with the PWA funding and oversight 
and Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) assistance and labor. A CCC camp was established on the north end of the Central Farm 
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33; eventually, four CCC camps were established at BARC, a lthough their exact locations are not known. The CCC workers 
eared and drained land , built fences and roads, and constructed small sheds and structures. The overall design of the Central 

Farm in the 1930s was g uided by a master plan that was the work of A .O. Taylor and Delos Smith; HF Seahorn of the Public 
Buildings Administration; Robert T. Walker, CCC landscape architect; and Hugh H. Bennet of the Soil Conservation Service 
(Robinson and Associates 1998). The Central Farm's character-defining landscape features include: 

•Topographical and grading features such as major paved roads, some minor service and field roads, drainage systems, Beaver 
Dam Creek, and some field g radin g; 
•Vegetation features such as field and research crops, pastures, Beltsville Seasonal Ponds, Beltsville Bottomland Forest, and 
susta inable meadows: 

•Circulation features such as Dairy Farm, Powder Mill , Entomology, Research , BioControl , Poultry, and Beaver Dam Roads, as 
well as some secondary cluster and service roads; 
•Fi ve main cluster arrangements including the 100 Area C luster (BDI), 200 Area Cluster (BAI: Poultry Research Divi sion), 300 
Area Cluster (BAI: Paras itological Laboratory of the Zoologica l Division) , 400 Area Cluster (Bureau of Entomology and Plant 
Quarantine: Entomology Research Division) and I 000 Area C luster (A nima l Disease Station); and 
•Small-scale features such as fencing, culverts, an amphitheater, and a cemetery (Robinson and Associates 1998) . 

Bureau of Animal Indu stry 

Building 2648 was a supply shed used by the BAI , the largest bureau at the agricultura l research facility. The BAI, the earliest of 
the USDA's research bureaus at the BARC, came to the Central Farm in 1910 when its Dairy and Animal Husbandry Divisions 
established an experiment farm within BARC's initial 475 acres. When the USDA reorganized the Dairy Division into a separate 
BDI, the BAI retained 285 acres of the Central Farm for its Anima l Husbandry Division, which led the continued development of 
the site in the 1920s. The BAl 's Animal Husbandry Division was the largest section (i.e. , in terms of both area occupied and staff) 
at BARC. The BA l 's research initially focused on the breeding of all domestic anima ls, except dairy (Robinson and Associates 
1998). 

the early 1930s, the SAi' s Anima l Husbandry Division's needs far exceeded its faciliti es. To address these needs, the PWA 
allotted over $1 million for a major construction program that included laboratories, slaughterhouse, and animal buildings. These 
facilities were constructed at BARC with the assistance of CCC workers, with funding and oversight provided by the PWA and 
Civil Works Administration. A new Main Laboratory (i.e., Building 200), constructed under this program, was the showpiece of 
the new animal husbandry area. 

As a result of the expansion, by the mid- I 930s, the BA l 's Animal Husbandry Division was the largest experimental farm in the 
country and the center of nation 's research on animal husbandry (Robinson and Associates 1998) . In addition to animal husbandr: 
the BAI transferred other divi sions to BARC during the late 1920s and early 1930s and developed facilities using New Deal 
funding sources at the Central and East Farms. The Zoologica l Division moved its experimental headquarters to, and the SAi's 
Animal Disease Station was established at BARC's Central Farm in 1929 and 1935 , respectively (Robinson and Associates 1998). 

In 1953 , the USDA undertook a major reorganization and decentralization of the USDA's agricultural research program that 
continued through the 1970s (Office of Technology Assessment [OT A] 1981 ). The decentralization had long-la sting consequence1 
for BARC. The department 's scientific bureaus, including the BAI, were discontinued and the department 's research function s 
were centralized under the new Agricultura l Research Admin istration (now the ARS) (OTA 1981). The USDA again reorganized 
in 1972 with administrative decentralization as its goa l (OT A 1981 ). Operating responsibility was delegated to four regions, whicl 
were then subdivided into resea rch area centers. BARC's scientists and facilities thus became a regional resea rch faci lity, rather 
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an a nationa l one (OT A 198 1 ). By 1980, th e USD A ' s resea rch program was highl y decentra li zed, with resea rch undertaken at 
8 loca tions, inc lud ing the much dimini shed 450-scient ist fac ili ty at BA RC (OT A 198 1). 

Over the years, the BAI ' s resea rchers conducted importa nt resea rch at BARC tha t has led to major imp rovement for eradicating 
and treati ng con tagious d iseases in fa rm animals, reducing pa rasite infestation s, and improvements in nut r it ion . Th e S A i' s Ani1rn 
Husbandry Di vision un dertook criti ca l poult ry and swine resea rch improving th e size a nd hea lth of th e fa rm ani ma ls. T he SAi ' s 
Zoology Division 's parasite resea rch brought innovative new approaches to trea ting infestati ons. The S A i ' s Animal Di sease 
Stat ion developed vaccines to prevent Bang's di sease and developed ste rili zati on meth ods for contamin ated h ides (Robinson and 
Associates 1998). 

Hi story of Supply Shed, Bui ldin g 2648 

Bu ilding 2648 is located on one of th e fi ve major c lusters a rranged on th e Central Farm kn own as the 200 Area C luster ( Robinsor 
and Associates 1998). T he 200 Area C luster is one of four clusters that date to th e New Dea l era ex pansion and was foc used on 
poul try, which included buildings 236 through 28 1. The hi stori c building plans could not be located for thi s eva luati on, but 
previous references of the bu ilding pl ans states that they were executed by the Bureau of Agri cul tura l E ngineering , Division of 
Plans and Services, on June 5, 1935 , under Federal Project 74 (Robinson and Associates 1998) . Building 2648 was a support 
build ing for a nea rby poul try laboratory (Building 264) constructed in 1935 and later a ph ysiology cage house (Building 264C) 
constructed in 1965 (Bern ard Johnson Youn g, In c. 1996). It is unknown when Building 2648 became vaca nt. 

Nationa l Register of Hi stori c Places Eva luati on 

Bu ild ing 264 8 has not previously been eva luated to determine its indi vidual sig nifi cance or status as a contri but ing or non­
contributing property within BA RC, a 6,582-acre federal agricultural research facility. BARC was previous ly de termin ed eli g ibl e 
in its entirety for listing in the Nati onal Register of Hi stori c Places (NRHP) as th e la rgest nati onal resea rch fac ili ty for the US DA 
and for its role as th e most di versifi ed agri cultura l research compl ex in th e world . Thi s evaluation concludes that whil e Building 

4B is not indi viduall y sig ni fica nt, it contributes to th e overall signifi cance of BA RC. T he hi story and deve lopment of BA RC 
so refl ects New Dea l poli cies and programs, and conta ins exampl es of notable landscape a rchitecture, Georg ian Revival 

a rchitecture, and experimental agri cultu ra l a rch itecture. 

Under C rite ri on A , Building 2648 is a contributing property within BARC, whi ch is signifi cant at the nat ional leve l fo r its 
associat ion with events that have made signifi cant contributi ons to th e broad patte rn of our hi story wi th agricultura l 
ex perimentat ion . Ma ny aspects of twenti eth century li ving for th e fa rmer and consumer were influenced by the scienti fic resea rch 
conducted at BA RC. BA RC is a prominent exampl e of the federa l ro le in agri cultural resea rch, scientifi c agri cul tu ra l resea rch in 
genera l, and New Dea l poli cies and progra ms, such as the 193 0s agri cultural poli cies and funding , PWA, and CCC, whi ch a ll 
played importa nt roles in shaping th e experimental fa rm . BARC's scienti sts and researchers have made major contributi ons towar 
scienti fic knowledge that have resulted in incredibl e adva nces in c rop producti on, plant and animal di sease cont rol, and pest 
control. Bu ildi ng 2648 was specifi ca ll y used as a suppl y shed for th e BAI , th e largest bureau at th e agri cultu ral resea rch fac ili ty. 
BA RC scienti sts and researchers made va luable scientifi c contributi ons, both in foundati onal and appli cabl e science. 

BA RC a nd Buil di ng 2648 have not been determin ed signifi cant under C riteri on 8 for the ir associati on with the lives of persons 
signi fica nt in our past. 

Under C ri te ri on C , Buil ding 264 8 is a contributing property within BA RC, as it embodies the di stinctive cha racteri sti cs ofa type, 
period, or method of construction . The physica l appea ran ce of BARC was strong ly influenced in th e 1930s by th e planning team o 
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D. Taylor, landscape architect, and Delos Smith , architect. The majority of the facility' s buildings sha re a Georgian Revival 
yle and/or di spl ay the characteri sti cs of experimental agri cultural architecture. BARC's landscape includes maj or paved roads, 

minor service roads, fi eld and research crops, pasture lands, seasona l ponds, forests, sustainabl e meadows, and other landscape 
features and buil dings. Though Building 264B is relati vely modest design, it represents an example of the ex perimenta l agri cultur 
architecture for whi ch BARC is sign ificant, and contributes to the overall landscape. 

Th e agricultu ra l resea rch fac ility was not eva luated under Criteri on D for its yielding, or likely to yield , in fo rmation important in 
prehi story or hi story. 

Building 264B reta in s its ori ginal location and has the sam e setting within an ag ricultural resea rch compl ex. It is specifica ll y link, 
to its resea rch fun ctions and ti es to the surrounding poultry resea rch buildings in the 200 Area Cluster. The feelin g of, and 
association wi th , an agri cultural resea rch center is intact. Th e building has few alteration s and it retains its integrity of design, 
workmanship, and materials. The building has been vacant for an unknown period of time. There is considerabl e overgrowth at th 
rea r and sides of the building, the east elevation door has pa rti ally collapsed, the ex terior paint has fa ded, and two of the wi ndow'~ 
mulli ons located on the north elevati on have become detached. 

Alth ough Building 264B does not reach the level of signifi cance necessary for indi vidual li sting in the NRHP, it mainta ins its 
signifi cance wi thin BARC under Criteri a A and C. 
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1. PG;62-49_2017-09-22_01.tif, Building 264B, Supply Shed, Central Farm, View of North 

and East Elevations, Looking Southeast 

2. PG;62-49_2017-09-22_02.tif, Building 264B, Supply Shed, Central Farm, View of East 

and South Elevations, Looking Northwest 

3. PG;62-49_2017-09-22_03.tif, Building 264B, Supply Shed, Central Farm, View of West 

and South Elevations, Looking Northeast 
4. PG;62-49_2017-09-22_04.tif, Building 264B, Supply Shed, Central Farm, Interior View, 

Looking West 


















