


The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts,
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect
the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which
reasonable may be expected to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably
foreseeable detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered,
including the cumulative effects thereof, among those are conservation, economic, aesthetics,
general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards,
flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply
and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, and
consideration of property ownership and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

The evaluation of the impacts of the work described above on the public interest will include
application of the Clean Water Act 404(b)(1) Guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local agencies
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments
provided will become part of the public record for this action. Comments are also used to determine
the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Written comments concerning the work described above related to the factors listed above or other
pertinent factors must be received by the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore
District, [Attn® Ms Maria N Teresi CFNAB-OPR-M], 10 South Howard Street, Baltimore, Maryland,
21201 o within the comment period specified above.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: The Magnuson -Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(N A), i ibythe ~ 1" "mak’ Fisl Acl = (Publicl v & ), i I
Federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on all actions, or
proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency that may adversely effect
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH).

The project site lies in or adjacent to EFH as described under MSFCMA for windowpane flounder
(Scopthalmus aquosos) juvenile and adult; blue fish (Pomatomus saltatrix) juvenile and adult;
summer flounder (Paralicthys dentatus) juvenile and adult; and egg, larvae, juvenile and adult stages
of red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus), king mackere! (Scomberomorus cavalla), spanish mackerel
(Scomberomorus maculates), and cobia (Rachycentron canadum), all managed species under the
MSFCMA.

The project has the potential to adversely affect EFH or the species of concern by loss of spawning,
nursery, for¢ 2 and/or shelter habitat as described under the MSFCMA for the species and life

identmed above. The Baltimore District has made a preliminary determination that site-
specific impacts would not be substantial and an abbreviated consultation will be conducted with
NMFS. This determination may be modified if additional information indicates otherwise and would
change the preliminary determination.

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: The applicant is required to obtain a water qu ity certification
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TYPICAL BORING PROCEDURES
1. CONSTRUCTION ACCESS TO BORING SITES WILL BE BY WATER.
DRILLING SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED USING HOLLOW STEM AUGERS.
DRILLING DEPTH SHALL VARY BASED ON LOCATION AND PURPOSE OF INVESTIGATION.

N

TESTING MAY INCLUDE PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL SOIL CHARACTERIZATION, STANDARD
PENETRATION TESTS TO EVALUATE SOIL STRENGTH, UNDISTURBED 3—INCH DIAMETER
SHELBY TUBES SAMPLES FOR SOIL CLASSIFICATION, AND IN—SITU VANE SHEAR TESTS.

5. SOIL SAMPLES COLLECTED FOR LABORATORY ANALYSIS SHALL BE DISPOSED OF PROPERLY
PER STANDARD LABORATORY PROCEDURES.
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