Public Notice

U.S. Army Corps In Reply to Application Number
Of Engineers

CENAB-OPR-P-2017-00039-P13 (Luzerne County Redevelopment
Baltimore District Authority / Coxton Bridge Demolition Project)

PN 17-26 Comment Period: May 24, 2017 to June 7, 2017

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE IS TO SOLICIT COMMENTS FROM THE
PUBLIC REGARDING THE WORK DESCRIBED BELOW. NO DECISION HAS BEEN
MADE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT A PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED AT THIS TIME.

This District has received an application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and/or Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (33. U.S.C. 1344) as described below:

APPLICANT: Luzerne County Redevelopment Authority
Attn: Ms. Margie Thomas, Executive Secretary
16 Luzerne Avenue
West Pittston, Pennsylvania 18643

WATERWAY AND LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED WORK: Coxton Bridge, spanning
the North Branch of the Susquehanna River (NBSR), located in Exeter Township (west
side of the bridge) and Duryea Borough (east side of the bridge), Luzerne County,
Pennsylvania; located at Latitude: 41-21-00 N; Longitude 75-48-04 W.

PROPOSED WORK AND PURPOSE: To remove an immediate hazard to life and
property, the proposed work involves the demolition and the removal of the abandoned
Coxton Railroad Bridge. The Coxton Bridge sustained severe damage as a result of
Tropical Storm Lee in 2011. The railroad bridge is currently in a state of decay and is at a
high risk of collapsing. The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA
DEP) has issued a notice of violation and administrative order to remove or repair the
bridge. As this railroad bridge is abandoned and there is no intended re-use, the applicant
is proposing to demolish this bridge. Access to Coxton Bridge from the western side
(Exeter Township) will be along an abandoned railroad bed owned by the applicant, where
only minor clearing and grubbing is anticipated. Access to this Coxton Bridge from the
eastern side (Duryea Borough) will be along an existing road located on Blue Mountain
and Northern Railroad Company property.

On one side of the NBSR, a temporary causeway (with approach fills) will be constructed
to the mid-point of the Bridge. Fill material, consisting of size R8 rock with smaller gravel
on top to provide a flat surface, will be placed on geotextile fabric and will be constructed
to the mid-point of the bridge. The causeway will be approximately 500 linear feet in
length, and approximately 50 linear feet in width and will be placed on the upstream side
and underneath the bridge structure. Explosives will be used to drop half of the bridge
onto the causeway where it will be cut up and removed. The causeway will then be
removed and relocated to the other side of the NBSR where the process will be repeated.
The piers will be removed to at least the river bottom. The contractor will salvage the steel
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Coxton Railroad Bridge: Overview
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Coxton Railroad Bridge: West
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