
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Baltimore District Published: July 21, 2026 
Permit Application Expires:  August 20, 2026 
No.  NAB-2026-60528-M30 
PN-26-24 

 
 
Interested parties are hereby notified that the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), Baltimore District has received an application for a Department of the Army 
permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344), Section 10 of 
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. § 403).  The purpose of this public notice 
is to solicit comments from the public and information necessary to evaluate the 
probable impact on the public interest regarding the proposed activity as described 
below and as shown on the enclosed drawings. 
 
APPLICANT: Stacy Milor 
 Town of North Beach, Town Clerk  
 8916 Chesapeake Ave 
 North Beach, MD 20714 
 
LOCATION OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY:  The proposed activity would affect waters of 
the United States and navigable waters of the United States associated with 
Chesapeake Bay.  The project/review area is located at 9123 Atlantic Avenue,  
North Beach, Calvert County, Maryland; at Latitude 38.707913 N and  
Longitude -76.529732W. 
 
PROPOSED ACTIVITY:  The applicant is requesting a Department of the Army permit 
to protect shoreline and residences from erosion due to sea level rise and tidal surge 
with associated wind-driven waves by breaking waves offshore, away from 
infrastructure, and allowing a perched beach to form naturally and restore oyster reef 
habitat.  The project is proposed as two phases of breakwater structures. 
 
Phase 1:  to construct two approximately 41-foot (ft) wide by 114-ft long, 5-ft high hybrid 
breakwater structures consisting of a total of 82 recycled bridge girders, recycled 
concrete, and riprap stone surrounded with at least 224 oyster bags all extending no 
more than 112 ft from the mean high water shoreline impacting approximately 9,394 
square feet of intertidal open water habitat. 
 
Phase 2:  to construct 36 19-ft wide by 26-ft long reef pods interspersed each consisting 
of approximately 7 recycle bridge girders and 100 oyster bags for a total of 252 bridge 
girders and 3,600 oyster bags all extending no more than 300 ft channelward of the 
mean high-water shoreline impacting approximately 17,784 square feet of intertidal 
open water habitat. 
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MITIGATION:  The applicant is not proposing mitigation to offset the impacts to 
intertidal open water habitat; however, the applicant is proposing to monitor the site for 
a period of 5-years to ensure the project is stable and identifying benefits of the 
proposed hybrid reef structures including water quality improvements, habitat 
enhancements, and shoreline protection.  The USACE will determine the type and 
amount of compensatory mitigation necessary to offset losses of waters of the United 
States which may result from the proposed activity in accordance with 33 CFR § 332. 
 
HISTORIC PROPERTIES/CULTURAL RESOURCES:  Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108), requires federal 
agencies to consult with the appropriate State and/or Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers to take into account the effects of actions they undertake or permit on historic 
properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The USACE evaluated the undertaking pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act utilizing 36 CFR § 800 and program-specific regulations and 
procedures found at 33 CFR § 325, Appendix C, and revised interim guidance issued in 
2005 and 2007, respectively.  The District Engineer consulted district files and records 
and the latest published version of the National Register of Historic Places and initially 
determines that: 
 
No historic properties (i.e., properties listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places) are present within the USACE’s permit area; therefore, 
there would be no historic properties affected.  The USACE will request concurrence 
with this determination from the State and/or Tribal Historic Preservation Officers. 
 
The USACE’s final eligibility and effect determination relative to historic resource 
impacts may be subject to additional coordination with the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, federally recognized tribes, and other interested parties, and with full 
consideration given to the proposed undertaking’s potential direct and indirect effects on 
historic properties within the USACE-identified permit area. 
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES:  Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. § 
1536) requires federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service 
and/or United States Fish and Wildlife Service on all actions that may affect a species 
listed (or proposed for listing) under the Endangered Species Act as threatened or 
endangered or that may adversely modify designated critical habitat (or critical habitat 
proposed such designation).  USACE’s preliminary review indicates the described 
activity may affect is not likely to adversely affect a threatened or endangered species 
or designated critical habitat.  USACE will complete the required consultation under 
Section 7 prior to finalizing a permit decision. 
 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT:  Section 305(b)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act as amended (16 U.S.C. § 1855), requires federal 
agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service on all actions, or 
proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely 
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affect Essential Fish Habitat.  Pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act 1996, the USACE reviewed the project area, examined 
information provided by the applicant, and consulted available species information.  The 
USACE’s preliminary review indicates the described activity would not adversely affect 
Essential Fish Habitat at the project location or in its vicinity.  The USACE will consider 
comments from this public notice, including any comments provided by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, regarding the need to consult. 
 
NAVIGATION:  The proposed structure or activity is not located in the vicinity of a 
federal navigation channel. 
 
SECTION 408: The applicant will not require permission under Section 14 of the Rivers 
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. § 408) because the activity, in whole or in part, 
would not alter, occupy, or use a USACE Civil Works project. 
 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:  An Individual Water Quality Certification may be 
required from the Maryland Department of the Environment pursuant to Section 401 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1341). 
 
COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT:  A federal consistency decision may be required 
from the State of Maryland Department of the Environment pursuant to Section 307 of 
the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. § 1451).  A permit for the 
described work will not be issued until a consistency decision has been issued from the 
State of Maryland, if required. 
 
NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS:  Coordination with the United States Forest 
Service may be initiated pursuant to Section 7 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act  
(16 U.S.C. § 1278). 
 
NOTE:  This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the 
applicant.  This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance 
with laws and regulation governing the regulatory program.  The geographic extent of 
aquatic resources within the proposed project area that either are, or are presumed to 
be, within the USACE jurisdiction has not been verified by USACE personnel. 
 
EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation 
of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the 
public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and 
utilization of important resources.  The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to 
accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered 
including cumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and 
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, 
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and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  Evaluation of the impact of the 
activity on the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated 
by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 
404(b) of the Clean Water Act or the criteria established under authority of Section 
102(a) of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972.  A permit will be 
granted unless its issuance is found to be contrary to the public interest. 
 
COMMENTS:  The USACE is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and 
local agencies and officials; Tribal Nations; and other interested parties in order to 
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received 
will be considered by the USACE to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or 
deny a permit impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are 
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental 
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are 
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public 
interest of the proposed activity.  Any comments or objections which are received during 
this period may be forwarded to the applicant for possible resolution before the 
determination is made whether to issue or deny the requested permit.  Please note that 
all comments received will become part of the administrative record and are subject to 
public release under the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider the application.  Requests for public hearings 
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.  Requests for a 
public hearing will be granted, unless the District Engineer determines that the issues 
raised are insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing. 
 
The Baltimore District will receive written comments on the proposed activity, as 
outlined above, until August 20, 2026.  Comments should be submitted electronically via 
the Regulatory Request System at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs/public-notices.  
Alternatively, you may submit comments to Ms. Erica Schmidt at 
erica.schmidt@usace.army.mil or U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District, 
Attention:  Ms. Erica Schmidt, 2 Hopkins Plaza, Baltimore, MD 21201.  Please refer to 
“NAB-2026-60528-M30” in your comments. 

https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs/public-notices










North Beach Shoreline Hybrid Breakwater Project

Plate 5 of 9 - Phase 1 Notes

Phase 1 includes construction and seeding of two (2) Hybrid Breakwater Structures. Recycled Concrete shall be visible exclusively

below MLW and Riprap visible above MLW.

All construction activities shall be conducted by water.

Recycled Concrete Specifications:

- Recycled Concrete shall be selectively cut from demolition sites.

- Material shall be free of; plastics, wood, asphalt, gypsum, glass, ceramics, soil, and clay balls.

- Materials shall have no exposed metal.

- Material shall follow EPA protocols for using recycled concrete in marine settings

- Test material for compliance with ASTM C131/C131M-20 (Standard Test Method for Resistance to Degradation).

- The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) require that recycled

concrete aggregate (RCA) undergo testing and certification before use. This ensures it is free of contaminants that could harm

the marine environment.

- Material shall undergo TCLP testing. The Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) or similar testing must be followed

to ensure no hazardous materials or unacceptable levels of chemicals leach from the concrete.

- See Material Specifications for Girders below.

Riprap Specifications:

- All stone for the protection work shall be durable quarried stone.

- The stone shall be hard and angular, free from either laminations, weak cleavages or undesirable weathering, and of such

character that it will not disintegrate from the action of air, salt water, or handling.

- Sedimentary stone will generally be unacceptable.

- Individual stones will be approximately rectangular in cross-section and free from thin slabby pieces having a maximum

dimension of more than three and one-half times the least dimension.

- Existing rock may be reused as fill or armor if it meets size and material specifications.

- Armor stone sizes shall be such that a minimum of 90% of the individual stones shall weigh from 1,000 lbs. to 2,500 lbs. and shall

have a well graded distribution of these sizes through these limits.  Not more than 10% of the individual stones shall weigh more

than 2,500 lbs.  No armor stones shall weigh less than 800 lbs.

- The stone shall have a minimum unit weight of 165 lbs. per cubic  foot.



North Beach Shoreline Hybrid Breakwater Project

Plate 6 of 9 - Phase 1 Notes (cont.)

Riprap Specifications (cont.):

- The Contractor shall supply samples of stone to be displayed at the site with appropriate weights marked for the minimum,

maximum and one-half (50%) weight range specified.  These samples of stone shall be from the same quarry and of the same

type of stone as that to be supplied for the job, and shall be delivered to the site in advance of the time when placing the stone is

expected to begin.

- The Contractor will not be granted an extension of time or extra compensation due to delay caused by sampling, testing,

approval, or disapproval of stone protection material to complete the requirements of the Specifications.

- The Contractor shall obtain from the quarry and submit to the Agent for the Owner a certificate indicating the following: Stone

classification, Stone weight per cubic foot and that the stone furnished will meet the requirement of these Specifications.

- Stone shall be placed in such a manner as to produce a well-graded mass of rock with a minimum percentage of voids, and shall

be constructed to the specified lines and grades shown on the Drawings.

- Stones shall be placed such that there is a well-graded distribution of the various sizes throughout the structure. The finished

structure shall be free from pockets of small stones and clusters of large stones.

- Rearranging of individual stones by mechanical equipment or by hand will be required to the extent necessary to obtain a

well-graded distribution of stone size, to obtain contact between adjacent armor stones, and to achieve the lines and grades

shown on the Drawings.

- The Contractor shall maintain the structure until it is accepted and any material displaced by any cause shall be replaced at the

Contractor's expense to the lines and grades shown on the Drawings.

- A tolerance of +/-0.30 feet measured normal to the faces will be allowed.  No negative or positive tolerance will be allowed over

an area greater than fifty (50) square feet.

Oyster Seeding Specifications:

- Spat shall be remote set in a hatchery setting.

- 1,000 spat per bag minimum.

- Approved substrate for settlement shall be either clean oyster shell or clean crushed concrete.

- Spat shall spend no less than 2 weeks in a nursery prior to deployment. Older spat is most desirable.







North Beach Shoreline Hybrid Breakwater Project

Plate 9 of 9 - Phase 2 Notes

Proposed Reef Pods (Details on Plate 8);

- Recycled Concrete used below MLW as reef core seeded with Live Spat on Substrate in Bags.

- Each Reef Pod is 488 SqFt (45.34 Sq meters).

- 36 Total Pods Proposed.

- 17,568 Total SqFt

(1632.24 Sq meters) of Proposed Reef Creation.

- Crest Elevations Vary from -0' to -2.5'. Avg. -1.5'

- 100 bags of Spat on Shell to be placed on each reef pod.

- 3,600 Total bags.

- 3.6 million - 10.8 million spat to be planted.

- 22-198 Live Oysters per Sq Meter expected to survive initial seeding. (Range dependent on spat/bag and % Survival. 22 Assumes 1,000 spat per

bag and 1% survival. 198 assumes 3,000 spat per bag and 3% survival).

- Objective is 100 oysters per sq meter after 3 years.

Building Materials:

Recycled Concrete Specifications:

- Recycled Concrete shall be selectively cut from demolition sites.

- Material shall be free of; plastics, wood, asphalt, gypsum, glass, ceramics, soil, and clay balls.

- Materials shall have no exposed metal.

- Material shall follow EPA protocols for using recycled concrete in marine settings

- Test material for compliance with ASTM C131/C131M-20 (Standard Test Method for Resistance to Degradation).

- The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) require that recycled concrete

aggregate (RCA) undergo testing and certification before use. This ensures it is free of contaminants that could harm the marine environment.

- Material shall undergo TCLP testing. The Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) or similar testing must be followed to ensure no

hazardous materials or unacceptable levels of chemicals leach from the concrete.

- See Material Specifications for Girders below.

Oyster Seeding Specifications:

- Spat shall be remote set in a hatchery setting.

- Approved substrate for settlement shall be either clean oyster shell or clean crushed concrete.

- Spat shall spend no less than 2 weeks in a nursery prior to deployment. Older spat is most desirable.

- 1,000 spat per oyster bag minimum.
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