SPECIAL PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps

of Engineers. Published: June 15, 2026
SPN-26-21

Baltimore District Philadelphia District Pittsburgh District

This Public Notice is issued jointly by the Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh
Districts of the United States Army Corps of Engineers and can be viewed on the
Baltimore District's web page at:
http://www.nab.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/PublicNotices.aspx

The purpose of this Public Notice is to inform the public that the Pennsylvania State
Programmatic General Permit-7 (PASPGP-7) has been issued for a 5-year period by
Colonel Francis B. Pera, Lieutenant Colonel Ryan A. Baum, and
Colonel Nicholas O. Melin, of the Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh Districts
respectively. The PASPGP-7 will be implemented and in full effect in the applicable
portions of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on 1 July 2026.

The PASPGP-7 can be viewed on the Baltimore District's web page at
http://www.nab.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/PermitTypesandProcess.aspx A
hardcopy of the proposed PASPGP-7 may be obtained by contacting:

Ms. Brenda Harrison, United States Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District, 1631
South Atherton Street, Suite 101, State College, Pennsylvania 16801, or by phone
814-235-1763, or by email at brenda.l.harrison@usace.army.mil.

On 10 December 2024 and 24 January 2025, the Corps issued Special Public
Notice 24-36 requesting comments on whether to issue, for a 5-year period, the
PASPGP-7. Following a thorough review of all comments received in response to the
Special Public Notice, the Corps has decided to issue the PASPGP-7.

Below is a list of some of the changes from the Pennsylvania State Programmatic
General Permit - 6 to PASPGP-7:

1. Added 0.03-acre area of permanent stream impact measurement in addition to the
250-linear-feet of permanent stream impact, whichever is less, for Reporting (Corps
review) threshold. A permanent loss of 0.03-acre area of stream may then require
compensatory mitigation on a case-by-case basis. This change is better aligned with
the current United States Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permits.

2. Removed the table of waterways potentially occupied by federally listed, proposed,
or candidate species of mussels and/or fishes from Reporting Activities, as they are to
be included in the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory Environmental Review.
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3. Added that all regulated work within the Delaware Canal is a Reporting Activity to
ensure compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

4. Added the ability for the District Engineer to waive the eligibility threshold for
emergency activities, as defined in thePASPGP-7, on a case-by-case basis. The
Reporting threshold of 0.50-acre of permanent impact remains unchanged.

5. Modified the time of year restriction contained within General Condition 33,
Anadromous Fish Waters, to extend the time of year restriction by an additional two
weeks. Previously the time of year restriction was from March 15th to June 30th. The
new time of year restriction is from March 1st to June 30th.

6. Added a general or project specific 401 Water Quality Certificate as a type of state
authorization to General Condition 29.

The decision to issue the PASPGP-7 was made after a thorough evaluation of the
probable impacts including cumulative impacts of the proposed PASPGP-7 on the
public interest. This decision reflects the national concern for the protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal was balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.
All factors which may be relevant to the proposal were considered, including the
cumulative effects thereof; conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental
concerns, wetlands, cultural resources, fish and wildlife resources, flood hazards,
floodplain functions, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation,
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber
production, and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

A Water Quality Certification from the PADEP is required, in accordance with
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, for any activity that would be authorized by
PASPGP-7 and involves the discharge of dredged and/or fill material into waters of
United States, including wetlands. The PADEP issued a Water Quality Certification for
PASPGP-7 and all conditions have been added as a condition of the PASPGP-7, see
General Condition 2.

Coastal Zone Certification, in accordance with the Pennsylvania Coastal Zone
Program, is required for activities to be authorized by the PASPGP-7. The Corps has
received Coastal Zone Management consistency for activities authorized by the
PASPGP-7 from PADEP.

The PASPGP-7 processing procedures and conditions comply with the guidelines
promulgated by the Administrator, United States Environmental Protection Agency,
under authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and ensure that potential impacts
on the public interest resulting from the work authorized by the PASPGP-7 are no more
than minimal.
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State authorization under PADEP’s Chapter 105 regulations is required for most
activities to be authorized by the PASPGP-7.

The PASPGP-7 processing procedures and conditions ensure compliance with
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, as amended, and with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act.

The PASPGP-7 processing procedures and conditions ensure compliance with
Executive Order 13175, through coordination with Tribal Nations. Such coordination
shall be performed in accordance with the applicable Corps District's tribal coordination
procedures.

Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1278 et seq.) provides
that no department or agency of the United States shall assist by loan, grant, license, or
otherwise in the construction of any water resources project that would have a direct
and adverse effect on the values for which such river was established, as determined by
the Secretary charged with its administration. PASPGP-7 processing procedures and
conditions ensure that authorized work will result in no more than minimal adverse
effects on any designated Wild and Scenic River pursuant to the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act, as amended.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended
by the Sustainable Fisheries Act 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal
agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service on all actions, or
proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency that may adversely
affect Essential Fish Habitat. PASPGP-7 processing procedures and conditions ensure
that the required consultation procedures are completed, or that the authorized work will
result in no more than minimal adverse effects on Essential Fish Habitat pursuant to the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act as amended.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please call Mr. Glenn Weitknecht,
Application Branch - North, Philadelphia District, Regulatory Division at telephone
number 215-656-5822 or by email at glenn.r.weitknecht@uasce.army.mil.

This public notice is issued by the Chief, Regulatory Branch, Baltimore District, for
and on behalf of the Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Baltimore Districts.
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