
 

                 Public Notice   
U.S. Army Corps             In Reply to Application Number  
of Engineers                     CENAB-OP-RMN (NORTH EAST ISLES COMMUNITY ASSOC./           
Baltimore District            LIVING SHORELINE) 2012-61563-M12 
 
PN 13-12                           Comment Period:  March 14, 2013 – April 12, 2013 
     
THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE IS TO SOLICIT COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
ABOUT THE WORK DESCRIBED BELOW.  AT THIS TIME, NO DECISION HAS BEEN 
MADE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT A PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED. 
 
The Baltimore District has received an application for a Department of the Army Permit pursuant to 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33. 
U.S.C. 1344), as described below: 
                     
APPLICANT: North East Isles Community Association  
 Attn: Mr. Tom Stewart 
  Apt. 16B 
  North East Isles Drive 
  North East, Maryland 21901 
 
LOCATION:  The proposed project is located along the northern shoreline of the Northeast River 
adjacent to the North East Isles Waterfront Community, North East Isles Drive, North East, Cecil 
County, Maryland.    
  
WORK:  The North East Isles Community Association has requested Department of the Army (DA) 
authorization from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Baltimore District (Corps) to impact waters 
of the United States associated with the stabilization of 4,800 linear feet of eroding shoreline along 
the Northeast River by the installation of a living shoreline.  Proposed stabilization measures 
include the installation of five riprap headland breakwater structures and three low profile stone 
sills.  The maximum channelward extent of the structures would be 112 feet from the approximate 
mean high water shoreline.  Areas landward of the breakwaters and sills would be filled with clean 
sand and planted with high and low marsh vegetation.  The construction of the breakwaters and sills 
would require the deposition of 1,568 cubic yards of material where 0.51 acres of the river would 
be impacted.  The deposition of the sand fill would require the discharge of 1,255 cubic yards of 
material where 0.46 acres of the river would also be impacted.  All work is to be completed in 
accordance with the enclosed plans.   
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Steve Elinsky at 410.962.4503 
or Steve.Elinsky@usace.army.mil. 
 
As part of the planning process for the proposed project, steps were taken to ensure avoidance and 
minimization of impacts to waters of the United States to the maximum extent practicable 
Compensatory mitigation is not being proposed by the applicant.  No wetlands impacts are 
proposed. 
   
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact 
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will 



 
  
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefit 
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its 
reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be 
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood 
hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water 
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, and, in 
general, the needs and welfare of the people. 
 
The evaluation of the impacts of the work described above on the public interest will include 
application of the Clean Water Act 404(b)(1) Guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local agencies 
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of 
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To 
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, 
water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.  
Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental 
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to 
determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed 
activity.   
 
Written comments concerning the work described above related to the factors listed above or other 
pertinent factors must be received by the District Engineer, US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Baltimore District, [Attn: Mr. Steve Elinsky, CENAB-OP-RMN], P.O. Box 1715, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21203-1715, within the comment period as specified above to receive consideration.  
 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT:  The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (MSFCMA), as amended by the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996 (Public Law 04-267), 
requires all Federal agencies to consult the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on all 
actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency that may adversely 
effect essential fish habitat (EFH). 
 
The proposed project is located in the Northeast adjacent to EFH as described under MSFCMA for 
Blueback herring (Alosa aestivalis) juvenile and adult, Alewife (Alosa pseudohargengus) juvenile 
and adult, White perch (Morone americana) juvenile and adult, and Yellow perch (Perca 
flavescens) juvenile and adult, all managed species under the MSFCMA.  
 
The project has the potential to adversely affect EFH or the species of concern by loss of nursery, 
forage and/or shelter habitat.  The project may have an adverse affect on EFH as described under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act for the species and life stages 
identified above.  However, the District Engineer has made a preliminary determination that site-
specific impacts would not be substantial and an abbreviated consultation will be conducted with 
NMFS.  This determination may be modified if additional information indicates otherwise and 
would change the preliminary determination. 
 
SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:  The applicant is required to obtain a 
water quality certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act from the  



 
  
Maryland Department of the Environment.  Any written comments concerning the work described  
above which relate to water quality certification must be received by the Maryland Department of 
the Environment, Tidal Wetlands Division, Wetlands and Waterways Program, Montgomery Park 
Business, 1800 Washington Boulevard, Suite 430, Baltimore, Maryland 21230, within the comment 
period as specified above to receive consideration.  The Section 401 certifying agency has a 
statutory limit of one year from the date of this public notice to make its decision.   
 
COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS:  Where applicable, the applicant has 
certified in this application that the proposed activity complies with and will be conducted in a 
manner consistent with the approved Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program.  By this public 
notice, we are requesting the State concurrence or objection to the applicant’s consistency 
statement.  Public comments relating to consistency must be received by the Coastal Zone 
Consistency Division, Maryland Department of the Environment, Montgomery Park Business 
Center, 1800 Washington Boulevard, Suite 430, Baltimore, Maryland 21230-1708 within the 
comment period as specified above to receive consideration.  It should be noted that the CZM 
Program has a statutory limit of 6 months to make its consistency determination. 
 
The applicant must obtain any State or local government permits which may be required. 
 
A preliminary review of this application indicates that the proposed work will not affect listed 
species or their critical habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as amended.  
As the evaluation of this application continues, additional information may become available which 
could modify this preliminary determination. 
 
The Corps and the Maryland Historical Trust is reviewing the project to assess its effects if any on 
historic properties pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.  
Currently unknown archeological, scientific, prehistoric, or historical data may be lost or destroyed 
by the work to be accomplished under the requested permit. 
 
Any person who has an interest which may be adversely affected by the issuance of this permit may 
request a public hearing.  The request, which must be in writing, must be received by the District 
Engineer, US Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District, PO Box 1715, [Attn: Mr. Steve 
Elinsky, CENAB-OP-RMN], Baltimore, Maryland 21203-1715, within the comment period as 
specified as above to receive consideration.  Also, it must clearly state forth the interest which may 
be adversely affected by this activity in the manner in which the interest may be adversely affected. 
 
It is requested that you communicate the foregoing information concerning the proposed work to 
any persons known by you to be interested and not being known to this office, who did not receive 
a copy of this notice. 
 
 
 
      JOSEPH P. DAVIA 
      Chief, Maryland Section Northern 
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North East Isles Living Shoreline Project 
Town of North East 
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DESIGN WAVE RESULTS· SUMMER CONDITIONS 
Average Wind : 0.45 ft. wave height & 0.67 sec. period 
Maximum Wind: 1.53 ft . wave height & 0.39 sec. period 
Maximum Fetch= 10.4 miles@ 200 degrees 

Design Wave Orthogonal ?--\\)(?--
'r\(~s\ 

"-\ Q R \ NOAA Tidal Range 
\ ~ Charlestown, North East River 

Mean Tidal Range=1..9 ft. 
Spring Tidal Range=2.2 feet 

shapes and living shoreline layouts performed by Sustainable Science LLC. 
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Uving 

Sharellne 
Type 

LPS 
HBW 
HBE 

\~EJ. ~ 262 Cu. YP•. 
+2' MHW " (43_2 J_pns) 

Class Ill 
\ Rip Rap 

~ ( 
\ ~ 

( -4 ) 
/ 1\.( 

-/ ~oR\\-\(r 
~ NOAA Tidal Range 

'- -~ Charlestown, North East River 
_- Mean Tidal Range=1..9 ft. 

~- Spring Tidal Range=2.2 feet 

Rock Rock Area Area Area Area 
Structure Structure Rock Rip Rap Clean Sand High Maroh Low Maroh 

Length (ft.) Width (ft.) Fill (oq. ft.) Fill (sq. ft.) (sq. ft.) (sq. ft.) 

93 26 2 418 944 0 944 
121 30 3 630 0 0 0 
139 28 3 892 0 0 0 I 

NOTE: Refer ta shewn dimensians far maximum MHW channelward encraachment. 

EXISTING NORTH EAST ISLES 
COMMUNI1Y PIER 

t1QIES.;_ 
1) Topography datum determined by biological benchmark survey of averaging uppermost elevation of Common Threesquare (Schoenoplectus pungens) 
for assigning the vegetative mean high water datum .to 0 ft. MHW. . . . . 
2) Cross-section information provided on Sheet 8. 
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Phase 
Headlan , Groins 

? 

See Sheet 4::for 
/ Phase 1 Headland roins 

Channelwa 
_ Place 360 Cu. Yds. Encroacplfrent 
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NOAA Tidal Range 
Charlestown, North East River 

Mean Tidal Range=l.9 ft. 
Spring Tidal Range=2.2 feet 

230 Cu. Yds. 
(380 Tons) 

Class Ill Rip Rap 
& 

173 Cu. Yds. 
(328 Tons) 

Clean Sand Fill 

Uvlng I Rock Rock lvea tvea lvea lvea 
Shoreline Structure Structure Rock Rip Rap Clean Sand High Mareh Low Marsh 

Type Length (ft.) Width {ft.) Fill (aq. ft.) Fill (aq. ft.) {aq. ft.) (aq. ft.) 

HBSP 0 0 0 4 860 1 283 1 339 
LPS 138 12 1 656 3 111 1 010 1 722 

NOTE: Refer to shown dimensions for maximum MHW channelward encroachment. 

\ 

(684 Tons) of Di~nsions 
Clean Sand Fill & ( 

~ Plant Within Phase 1 1) Topography datum determined by biological benchmark survey of averaging 
uppermost elevation of Common Threesquare (Schoenoplectus pungens} for assigning 
the vegetative mean high water datum to 0 ft. MHW. 

\ Headland Groins 
~ 

-' 2} Cross-section information provided on Sheet 8. 
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Phase 2 
Low Profile Sill 

Shoreline 

Uving 
Shoreline 

Type 

SG 
LPS 
SR 

Groin To Crest El . +2 ' MHW 
With 96 Cu. Yds. (159 Tons) of 

Class Ill Rip Rap & Connect 
To Phase 2 Low Profile Sill 

2 

Rock Rock Area Area 
structure structure Rock Rip Rap Clean Sand 

Length (ft.) Width (ft.) Fill (sq. ft.) Fill (sq. ft.) 

53 26 1 378 0 
261 12 3 132 6 341 
39 10 390 0 

Upland 

') ~ 

-5 
N<Ja Area 

High l!arah Low l!arah 
(sq. ft.) (sq. ft.) 

0 0 
2 552 3 418 

0 0 
NOTE: Refer to shown dimensions for maximum I!HW channelward encroachment. 

HQIES;. 

----

65 Cu. Yds. 
(108 Tons) 

Class Ill Rip Rap 

PHASE3 
SLOPE REPAIR 

(SR) 
For Hillside Repair 

(See Sheet 8 for Detail) 

PHASE3 
LOW PROFILE SILL 

(LPS) 

~ 

228 Cu. Yds. 
(376 Tons ) 

Class Ill Rip Rap 
& 

352 Cu. Yds. 
(669 Tons) 

Clean Sand Fill 

Channelward 
Encroachment 

~ 

'-..,_ 

-4 

t<-1\-\tr>SI 
~ 0 NOAA Tidal Range 

tz\\J(?--

Charlestown, North East River 
Hean Tidal Range=1.9 ft. 

Spring Tidal Range=2.2 feet 

1) Topography datum determined by biological benchmark survey of averaging uppermost elevation of Common Threesquare (Schoenoplectus pungens) for assigning the 
vegetative mean high water datum to 0 ft. IIHW. 

2) Cross-section information provided on Sheet 8. 
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Uving Rock Rock Area Area Area Area 
Shoreline Structure Structure Rock Rip Rap Clean Sand High lolareh Low lolareh 

Type Length (ft.) Width (ft.) Fill (sq. ft.) Fill (sq. ft.) (sq. ft.) (sq. ft.) 

LPS 197 14 2 758 4 851 0 4 267 
HB 126 22 2 772 0 0 0 ~IV~. 

~ 
NOTE: Refer to shown dimensions for maximum loiHW channelword encroachment. 

Channelward 
Encroachment 

174 Cu. Yds. 
(287 Tons) 

Class Ill Rip Rap 

~ 

180 Cu. Yds. 
(341 Tons) 

Clean Sand Fill 
' 

PHASE4 
LOW PROFILE SILL 

(LPS) 

~~3 

?S-Jt.R 
'\\ t_f\S\ 

"-\ Q \<. \ NOAA Tidal Range 
\ ~ Charlestown, North East River 

Mean Tidal Range=l .9 ft. 
Spring Tidal Range=2.2 feet 

I 
1 ,070 2" Plugs 

Common Three Square 

NQIES;. 

I 

I 
I 
I 

Chimnelward 
Enl roachment 

PHASE4 
HEADLAND 

BREAKWATER 
~ (HB) 

/ 238 Cu. Yds. 
(392 Tons) 

Class Ill Rip Ra 

1) Topography datum determined by biological benchmark survey of 
averaging uppermost elevation of Common Threesquare (Schoenoplectus 
pungens) for assigning the vegetative mean high water datum to 0 ft. 
loiHW. 

2) Cross-section information provided on Sheet 8. 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS ~STAINA15LE 
1----------------=-----:-----:-1 3c'JEN CE LLC 

North East Isles Living Shoreline Project Ecalog!caiEns!n"""ring5erv!ce .. 

Town of North East +to55econd5•"""' 

Cecil County, Maryland 

Dcnl:on~ Ma':!lland 2 I 6'2.? 

rhonc: (+!o}_p.z~~/0" 
M"'+'Wo'.:!6U.161:.s/nab/e.,ci'ence.coiT1 

SCAL£.· NONE 

DRAWN BY: A. McCullou<;lh 

DATE: October 8th, 2012 

LAST REV1SION: NONE 

SS PROJECT NO: 12001 
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