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ñThe views, opinions and findings contained in this report are 

those of the authors(s) and should not be construed as an 

official Department of the Army position, policy or decision, 

unless so designated by other official documentation.ò
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SPRING VALLEY FORMERLY 

USED DEFENSE SITE

The USACE Mission    
in Spring Valley is to 

identify, investigate and 
remove or remediate 

threats to human 
health, safety or to the 
environment resulting 
from past Department 

of Defense activities in 
the area.
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AGENDA REVIEW

Co-Chair Updates
Á Introduction, Announcements

Task Group Updates
Á TAPP Contractor

Á RAB Membership

USACE Updates
Á Groundwater Study

Á Site-Wide Remedial Action

Á Glenbrook Road

Community Items

Spring Valley FUDS January 2019 RAB Meeting

Open Discussion & Future RAB Agenda Development

Public Comments
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CO-CHAIR UPDATES

Introductions

Spring Valley FUDS January 2019 RAB Meeting
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CO-CHAIR UPDATES

Announcements

Website Updates:

Á November and December 

Monthly Site-Wide Project 

Updates

Á Weekly 4825 Glenbrook Rd 

Project Updates with photos

Á Update RAB member roster

Á October Partner meeting 

minutes

Á December 2018 

Corpsôpondent

Spring Valley FUDS January 2019 RAB Meeting
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TASK GROUP UPDATES
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Á New TAPP Contractor

Á RAB Membership

Á Marguerite Clarkson (Horace Mann Elementary School)



GROUNDWATER STUDY

USACE Updates

Spring Valley FUDS January 2019 RAB Meeting
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DISPUTE RESOLUTION

As a reminder, after receipt of the Draft Final Proposed Plan, DOEE 

submitted a request for Dispute Resolution under the DoD/District 

Memorandum of Agreement (DDMOA). The Dispute Resolution was 

paused at Tier 2 while the Army Corps and their Partners discuss 

potentially conducting additional groundwater data collection.

Á Nationwide DoD/EPA Policy Disagreement: 

Å EPA and DOEE position: groundwater must be restored to drinking 

water standards if groundwater could be used as drinking water 

source.  

Å DoD position: CERCLA is risk based, cleanup decisions should be 

based on protection of human health and the environment.  

Prevention of exposure is an acceptable remedy. 

7
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TENTATIVE GROUNDWATER SCHEDULE

Å Winter 2019: Address 

Dispute Resolution 

Request.

Å Winter 2019: Finalize 

Feasibility Study.

Å Spring 2019: Proposed 

Plan, public comment 

period, public meeting.

Å Fall 2019: Final 

Decision Document.

8
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MP-5 on Rockwood Parkway



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION (RA)

USACE Updates

Spring Valley FUDS January 2019 RAB Meeting
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SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION
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Munition Education and Awareness 

The óLandUse Control Implementation Plan,ôor

LUCIP has been finalized. The LUCIP entails

continuing the 3Rs of the Explosive Safety Education

Program (Recognize, Retreat, Report), and 5-year

reviews to ensure that human health and the

environment continue to be protected.

The team continues to prepare a FUDS information notice, along with a

brochure about the 3Rs, to distribute to the community once they are reviewed

by the Spring Valley Partners and finalized. Initial distribution is anticipated this

Spring. Then distributed annually every spring.

The informational notice and brochure will be sent to all property owners in

neighborhoods such as Spring Valley and AU Park; and institutions within the

Spring Valley FUDS boundary, including Sibley Hospital, the Washington

Aqueduct, American University, Wesley Seminary, and the local police

department.



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION
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ÁRights-of-Entries received from 33 

residential properties.

Á33 civil surveys and 29 arborist 

surveys have been completed.

ÁGeophysical clearing walkthroughs 

completed at 26 properties.

ÁVegetation removed from 9 private 

properties and 7 City/Fed lots. 

ÁGeophysical surveys completed at 

5 private properties and 4 City/Fed 

lots off Dalecarlia Parkway.

Á Initial anomaly removal at 4 

City/Fed lots off Dalecarlia 

Parkway.

Final survey effort at 91 residential properties and 13 Federal/City Lots:



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION
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Advanced Geophysical Classification (AGC) survey efforts underway

The presence of metal fences 

interferes with the 

geophysical data collection 

instruments. With the 

homeownersô permission, the 

team is temporarily removing 

section of metal fencing 

before the property is 

surveyed.  

In many cases, temporary 

fencing is installed following 

the removal of each metal 

fence. Each propertyôs fence 

will be restored once the 

survey and anomaly removal 

is completed at that property. 
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SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION
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Advanced Geophysical Classification (AGC)

Geophysicists conducting Dynamic and Cued surveys 

to characterize metallic anomalies with the Man Portable Vector (MPV)

Spring Valley FUDS January 2019 RAB Meeting

Collecting data in Dynamic Survey mode Collecting data in Cued Survey mode 



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION
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Advanced Geophysical Classification (AGC) 

survey efforts underway in Dalecarlia Woods

Recovered quality controlñblind seedsò

Spring Valley FUDS January 2019 RAB Meeting

The anomaly 

removal team 

digging items 

from areas of the 

Dalecarlia Woods 

where the 

geophysical 

survey was 

completed. 

Recovered railroad spike   Recovered non-Army related metal



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION 15

Advanced Geophysical Classification (AGC)

Comparison of Electromagnetic Induction (EMI) Responses 

for Two Metal Objects

The overall amplitude of the response (A) is related to the volume of the object; the projectile 

on the left is larger than the fragment on the right and the responses are about twice as 

large. The projectile is cylindrical, which results in one large response corresponding to the 

long axis and two smaller, but equal, responses corresponding to the other two axes (B). The 

fragment is not symmetric and exhibits three distinct responses. The decay of the curves is 

related to the wall thickness of the object. The responses of the thick-walled projectile 

persists (C) for a longer time than the fragment. 



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION 16

Grid H5 in Dalecarlia 

Woods

667 total targets 

identified from the 

Dynamic Survey. 

The Cued Survey 

results were: 81 

anomaly digs, 7 

verification digs, and 3 

validation digs (selected 

by the Army Corps). 

All blind seeds were 

properly identified and 

no munition related 

items were found. 



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION
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Advanced Geophysical Classification (AGC)
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Grid H5

Polarizabilities of

First 12 digs. 

The grey lines 

indicate data from 

the library, while 

the colored lines 

are data responses 

from the anomalies 

in the ground.

ISO Medium ISO Medium
ISO 

Small 3-in. Stokes

3-in. Stokes ISO Medium

ISO Medium
ISO 

Small

Booster

Booster

75 mm

Booster



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION
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Advanced Geophysical Classification (AGC)

Grid H5

Polarizabilities of 

Targets 

immediately after 

stop dig point

The grey lines 

indicate data from 

the library, while 

the colored lines 

are data 

responses from 

the anomalies in 

the ground.

ISO Medium ISO Medium

ISO 

Medium

Booster

Booster

Booster

Booster75 mm

75 mm

ISO 

Small

ISO 

Small



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION

The hot spot soil removal at

one residential property

(Spaulding and Captain

Rankin Area, or SCRA) was

completed in November :

V Completed excavating and 

backfilling all 6 locations in 

November.

Á Restoration will be completed 

in the Spring.

19

Soil Excavation Areas
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The hot spot soil removal at

three locations within the

southern area of the American

University campus will likely

begin after the former Public

Safety Building excavations

are completed.



SITE-WIDE REMEDIAL ACTION
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Contaminated Soil Removal Activities at SCRA

The team filled 

the 6 excavated 

areas with 

clean backfill 

soil, which was 

compressed for 

stability. Then,

they added 

about 12 inches 

of topsoil.

Spring Valley FUDS January 2019 RAB

Soil erosion control 

matting was installed 

to protect the 

excavation areas until 

restoration can 

continue in the Spring. 
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Winter 2019

Continue to finalize plant removal plans and 

approved plant removal; continue geophysical 

surveys; continue anomaly removal. 

Late-Winter / 

Early-Spring 2019

Finalize and distribute the Munitions Education and 

Awareness packet (first of future annual spring 

mailings). 

Spring 2019

Begin restoration at Spaulding-Captain Rankin.

Continue finalizing plant removal plans with 

subsequent groups in preparation for geophysical 

surveys; begin to obtain Rights-of-Entry from the 

next group of homeowners. Begin soil removal 

preparations for the southern AU campus exposure 

unit.

Remedial Action - Tentative Schedule
21



FORMER PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING
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Excavate under the foundation of AUôsformer Public Safety Building

(PSB):

Á The team continues to work with the city to shut off the gas line that passes

along the edge of the PSB foundation and cinder block walls.

V Before shutting off the gas line, the team had to provide an alternative source of

heat for the Jack Child Building. These heat pumps are now installed and working.

22

V In December, the team

began constructing a

temporary access road

(from Fletcher Gate)

and the site set up.

Å The gas line is

expected to be shut

off in January/early

February.

Å The slab and soil

removal work is

expected to begin

after the gas line is

shut off.



FORMER PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING 23

Fencing and gravel road 

construction from Fletcher 

Gate to the former PSB

Basement slab of 

the former PSB

On-site office trailer


